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Casa Blanca Lodge 
By Corey Rich 

 

In early July, the lovely Tira Jane and I went to Casa Blanca Lodge in Ascension Bay in the southern part of Mexico's 
Yucatan Peninsula.  The lodge, along with sister lodge Playa Blanca, is on a private island in the Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve, a 
1.3 million acre wilderness area. 

 

The trip was put together by Kenny and Jacki Murph of Houston Angler and included our friends, Dr. Mike Eberhard and 
his wife Suzanne.  All in all, there were eleven of us and we had the lodge to ourselves.  It was a most congenial group.  In fact, 
it was the first foreign fishing trip I'd ever been on where there were absolutely no off-putting personalities, just friendly, 
interesting folks. 
 

We made the easy flight from Houston to Cancun, then were met by Casa Blanca reps, taken by van to the general 
aviation terminal, and loaded onto a Cessna 208 Caravan for the 45-minute flight south.  As we approached, it occurred to me 
that I’d landed in some better LZs in Viet Nam than this little strip carved out of the mangroves, but our pilot (who had his 11-
year-old son in the co-pilot seat) handled it with ease. 
 

We walked a couple of yards from the runway to the waiting pangas for the short ride to the next island where the 
lodge is located.  We were met at the dock by Tom, the club manager, and Jorge, head of hospitality, with moistened towels to 
wipe away the travel dust, and a huge tray of Margaritas. We were taken to the common area for more drinks while staff took 
our bags to our rooms. 
 

Casa Blanca has a fleet of well-maintained Dolphin skiffs, 
all with new 40 horsepower, 4-stroke, tiller-steered Yamahas. The 
tiller-steering is a real plus for making switchback turns through 
some of the mangrove passages.   (Continued on page 4.) 
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President's Corner 

by Jerry "Buggywhip" Loring, President of the Texas Flyfishers   

 
The Federation of Fly Fishers has created a Gulf Coast Council (GCC).  The area 

included will be along the Gulf of Mexico from western Florida to the southwestern tip of Texas, 
and inland about a hundred miles or so into Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.  At 
present, the home port of this council is Lake Charles, where Ron Begnaud, known as the Red 
Chaser, is a primary contact for the local fly fishing organization. 

  
The Texas Flyfishers will work actively within this new Council.  There should be 

several benefits for TFF members.  First, we are still reasonably close to Mountain Home, 
Arkansas, headquarters for the Southern Council of FFF.  We can continue to participate in 
their activities and programs as we like.  As many of you know, the talent and dedication to fly 
fishing in that area is intense and passionate.  Second, there will be more opportunity to 
participate in fly fishing programs much closer to Houston.  Activities and programs in western Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, the 
Big Easy (don’t believe the media, the New Orleans area is 90% rebuilt), and Texas are being planned.  No doubt, a conclave or 
similar event in Houston is on the horizon. 

    
Now is the time for our club to contribute to the new Gulf Coast Council.  We are seeking a volunteer to chair a liaison 

committee.  His or her responsibility will be to establish and maintain a line of communication between the GCC and TFF, 
communicate planned programs and activities to the executive board, and post updates on the new and improved (thanks to 
Dave) web site. 

 
If you are interested or would like to investigate what is 

happening with this new council, please feel free to step forward.  At 
present, two contacts who can provide the latest information are Glen 
Comier (catch@laflyfish.com) or Ron Begnaud (tel. 337-853-9644, 
redchaser@redchaser.com).  We need this new committee to keep TFF 
abreast and involved with these new happenings and events, which will 
point out the path of how we can best participate and do our part.  If you 
wish to chair this committee, please contact me at 713-875-4289. 

 
 
 

   
* * * * * 

  
A Change of Lifestyles 

By Tom Lyons 
 

My recent health problems are forcing me to change my fishing habits and, as a result, get rid of some of the tons of 
equipment I have but cannot use.  I thought I would sell a lot of it on eBay and I probably will, but I decided to give the 
membership a shot at the most attractive items.  I am keeping enough to outfit my son, David, and my son-in-law in Maryland, 
but I still have enough to outfit a good-sized club outing. 

 
Below is a list of what I need to get rid of and what I expect to get for each item. 
 
Trout and Panfish Rods 
 
Quarrow ML-4, 2 pc. 9’, 5 wt. fly rod.  This is the top of Quarrow’s line of rods.  It has 55 million modulus graphite and 

comes in a nice aluminum tube with a brass screw-on cap.  The rod has seen little use and is in “Good as New” condition.  This 
rod originally retailed for $395.  I am asking $90 for it. 

 
St. Croix Legend Ultra, 9’, 4 pc., 5 wt. fly rod.  This is the model that won the Fly Fish America cast-off.  It comes in a 

green cordura travel case.  This rod has also seen little use.  I broke it and St. Croix replaced it, so it is in near-new condition.  
This is one of the best casting 5 wt. fly rods made!  It retails for $300.  I am asking $150 which is what it would and often does 
go for on eBay. 

 
All-Star EF 906-4 rod.  It is a 9’ long, 4 pc. rod and is in really good condition.  I used it for catching crappie in my 

brother-in-law’s pond.  It comes with an American made Pflueger Medalist # 1495 reel with a Mastery Steelhead line and 100 
yds. of backing.  The rod retailed for $139.95 when new and the line went for the usual $59.95.  I want $80 for the outfit. 

 
Mid-Weight Equipment 
 
Orvis Trident TLS, 9’ 2 pc., 6wt. saltwater model, 9.5 tip-flex fly rod.  This rod has the saltwater extension handle and 

works great for trout and reds.  The rod comes in an Orvis cordura tube and is in very good condition.  I am asking $125. 
 

"The jealous trout that now did lie, 
Rose at a well-dissembled fly . . . " 
 
From "A May Day" by Sir Henry Wootton
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Orvis T-3 908-4.  A 4 pc., 9’ tip-flex model that comes with a very nice cloth rod sock and its own aluminum rod case.  
This rod hasn’t seen much use.  I broke my original T-3 and Orvis gave me this one new as a replacement.  This rod cost me 
$645 brand new and is currently going for $300 used on eBay.  I am asking $300. 

 
Quarrow ML-3, 9’, 8 wt., 2 pc.  This is the rod I have been using to fish large wind-resistant bass bugs.  It has a nice 

medium action and casts a mile.  This rod has 50 million modulus graphite and originally retailed for $299.95.  The rod has a 
nice saltwater reel seat and extension butt and I have caught redfish with it.  I am asking $60. 

 
Loomis Mahogany F10812, 9’, 2 pc., 12 wt. rod with a Redington AS 13/14 reel.  The reel is loaded with a Cortland 444 

SL WF 12I line and 250 yards of 30# backing.  This was the tarpon outfit I would have been using if I weren’t laid up.  I am 
asking $225 for the outfit, which is brand new and never used! 

 
Reels 
 
Scientific Angler’s Mastery Series 10/11.  This is the best reel made by SA.  They no longer make or sell the reel, but it 

is still sought after by many fishermen for its quality.  It is seen occasionally on eBay and goes for $150 and up.  This reel has a 
new Air Flo WF9F line and 200 yds. of backing.  I am including a brand new spare spool that has never been used and am asking 
$165 for the set. 

 
Redington AS 11/12.  This reel comes with a spare spool loaded with a 12 wt. intermediate line and backing.  The reel 

is loaded with a 10 wt. shooting taper line and 200 plus yds. of backing.  The reel, lines, and spool are new and unused.  I got 
them for the Padre Island trip last year for use on my son's 10 wt.  I am asking $100 for the set. 

 
Pflueger Medalist # 1498 Reel, American-made, with four spare spools.  This reel has been with me for a while, but is in 

perfect working order.  The spare spools are all new.  The reel has a nearly new Orvis WF9F on it.  The spools have a sink-tip 8 
wt., a sink-tip 9 wt., a 9 wt. sinker, and an 8 wt. floater.  I am asking $40 for the lot. 

 
L.L. Bean Guide Series # 500 multiplier fly reel.  You get 2 turns of the spool for every turn of the handle.  This reel 

comes with two spare spools.  The paint is chipped in many places, but it works perfectly.  I am asking $20 for the set. 
 
Scientific Anglers System 1 Fly Reel, # 456, with backing and a SA WF3F Ultra 3 fly line.  This reel and line are used, 

but work fine.  I am asking $15. 
 
Waders 
 
Dan Bailey Yellowstone Guide Waders, stocking foot, size medium, and brand new.  These waders will fit a size 8 to 10 

shoe, a 30” to 32” inseam and a 39” to a 42” maximum waist or hip size.  These are highly breathable waders with a built-in 
waist belt and gravel guards.  They have a double thick reinforced leg with an articulated knee.  This wader lists for $349.95 at 
Dan Bailey’s fly shop.  I bought these waders for my Wyoming trip with Steve McDonald which was scheduled to take place two 
weeks after I came down with my present condition.  It is highly unlikely that I will ever be wading any trout streams, so I am 
selling them.  I am asking $200. 

 
 

* * * * * 
 

An excerpt from my Fly Fishing Log Introduction, 1992 
By Frank Budd 

 
“Fly fishing has had a significant influence in my life.  One of the most surprising things is that I joined an organization 

for the first time.  In fact, I really joined two organizations.  First, I joined the Texas Flyfishers  in Houston, who in turn, 
encouraged me to join the Federation of Fly Fishers. 

 
I was first made aware of these outfits when I attended the 1992 Texas Fly Fishing Conclave in Houston.  It was a most 

impressive program.  Up to that point I had been dabbling in fly fishing since the early fifties using a cane fly rod brought back 
from some exotic place by my dad who was in the Navy during WWII.  I actually used scaled-down, fly rod versions of popular 
lures, which was the norm in my part of Ohio.  I later got into trout fishing during my tour in the Navy while serving on two 
submarines that were in and out of the Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, California.  I also fly fished in the brackish waters 
of the Pascagoula River Basin with moderate success.  I was very interested in salt water fly fishing, but in those early days 
there was not much information available on that aspect of the sport. 

 
I was really starved for salt water fly fishing information and during the conclave I discovered that this information, plus 

much more, was available through the Texas Flyfishers.  I joined TFF and from that point the club has been feeding me 
information regarding how, where, when, and why. 

 
One of the most surprising things to come out of this association is the basic concern that all of my fellow members 

seem to have for water and air quality and conservation.  They certainly realize that without these three basic requirements, 
there wouldn’t be any fishing. 

 
This is really saying a lot because I have never been around such a diverse group of people sharing a common goal.  

There are doctors, lawyers, teachers, entrepreneurs, and regular working stiffs with a wide range of interests in fly fishing from 
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trout on dry flies, to warm-water fly fishing, to slugging it out with saltwater fish.  It’s amazing that this common thread is 
maintained. 

 
One thing that brings this point home is that during our monthly TFF meeting programs I sense that the slides of 

flowers, wildlife, scenic vistas, and sunsets are appreciated as much as the pictures of fish. 
 
The club has equipment for testing water quality and, to date, I have not heard of any water being contaminated.  I 

hope and suspect that the club would raise an alarm if any contaminated water was found. 
 
I also believe that many of the TFF members belong to the Gulf Coast Conservation Association which has had a very 

positive effect on saltwater fishing and conservation.  Again, water purity is a very important requirement for this organization.  
I am proud to say that I am a member of the GCCA.” 

 
Fourteen years have passed since I made the above observations and I still have the same enthusiasm for being a 

member of TFF and CCA.  I have let my membership lapse in the FFF, however, mostly due to the fact that my true concerns are 
with saltwater aspects of our sport. 

 
I wonder if the club still has the water testing equipment and whether anyone has used it in the past few years.  I think 

not, which is too bad. 
 
I want to thank all of the members who have shared information with me and sometimes their secret spots.  I look 

forward to another fourteen years with the club. 
 
I also wonder if we could have another conclave here again. 
 
Oh, and one other thing.  During the conclave I met a newcomer to salt water fly fishing and we hung out together for 

a couple of days.  His name was Anthony Grice and I often wonder if he became proficient at fly fishing.  Does anybody know?  
 
 

* * * * * 
 

(Casa Blanca…continued from page 1) 
 
Kenny knew Tira and I wanted to catch tarpon, so the first day he 

put us with guide Rene, who specializes in fishing south in the Santa Rosa 
lagoon.  It was some interesting territory.  Many times we powered 
through mangrove passages you wouldn’t even know were there unless 
you knew your way around well. 
 

With Rene’s guidance, I landed my first fly-rod tarpon on day one.  
It ate a Keys-style fly with brown-died grizzly hackle, a collar of red 
squirrel tail, and orange thread on the shank.  The fish wasn’t that big, 
probably 8 to 10 pounds, but it was the first tarpon I had caught on 
something other than casting tackle, and I was happy.  Tira Jane caught 
one, too, but it was smaller.  Much smaller.  So small, in fact, that she 
wouldn’t let me take a picture of it, and she refused to even count it as a 
fly-caught tarpon.  She said she'd caught ladyfish and bonefish that were 
bigger, so at the end of the day she was still on the hunt for a "real" one. 
 

At the end of the fishing day, everyone meets in the 
common area for refreshments and conversation, and an excellent 
plate of hors d'ouvres.  Sometimes a game of coconut bocce 
would break out. 
 

As our week progressed, we fished with two other 
guides: twice with Eladio, and three times with Pedro.  I rate all 
three of our guides as very good to excellent.  Mike and Suzanne 
fished a couple of times with Jose and gave him rave reviews.  I 
understand that normally the anglers fish with the same guide for 
the entire week, but Kenny wanted to mix it up some because 
various people in the group wanted to change fishing partners on 
occasion. 
 

Although they didn't work every night, there were lights 
at the end of the pier that would attract tarpon and permit.  TJ 
and I got up one morning at 4:30 and fished under the lights. 
There were dozens of tarpon swimming around, but I couldn't get 
one to eat.  TJ spotted a pod of permit, shot a cast at one and got 
a hookup.  After a couple of minutes, though, it went under the 

pier and cut the leader on something sharp.  No permit to take a picture of.  Suzanne Eberhard did catch one during daylight 
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with her guide. 
 

Thursday night is Mexican Night at Casa Blanca.  This was the final week of the season, and everyone on staff was 
particularly playful.  Though I didn't drink the stuff, the tequila on Mexican night was free and free-flowing.  Maria and Jorge, 
along with Tom, were real troublemakers.  With Mexican music blaring, Tom started a train dance and Jorge was there with a 
chug of refreshment for all the passengers. 
 

It was all pretty silly, and a lot of fun.  By the 
way, if it's your birthday on Mexican night, don't blow out 
the candles on your birthday cake.  There's a Mexican 
tradition of pushing your face into the icing as you give it 
a blow.  Jacki learned that the hard way. 
 

During the week we saw a lot of Ascension Bay, 
from the beautiful Cayo Culebra to the north to Tres 
Marias and Cayo Xhobon to the west, and beyond.  We 
caught a number bonefish, though we weren't specifically 
targeting them.  We had several shots at snook and 
tarpon.  We had quite a few shots at permit, which we 
were targeting.  And we each caught another tarpon.  
This time TJ's was one she could be proud of. 
 

One morning the wind was a steady 30 miles per 
hour, gusting to 45, so Tom threw a cooler full of drinks 
on the back of one of the utility trucks, Maria hopped into 
the driver's seat and most of us climbed in the back of 
the deuce-and-a-half-like truck for the 14 mile drive 
down the island to the sister camp, Playa Blanca.  On the 
way, we saw a number of exotic birds, a fox, and a long green snake. 
 

At Playa Blanca, which was closed at the time, they have boats both in Santa Rosa lagoon for inland tarpon and big 
bonefish, and on the Caribbean side, which they use to fish down in Espiritu Santo Bay.  Playa Blanca also has a set of Mayan 
ruins dating back to about 1000 A.D. 
 

Because this was the final week of Casa Blanca's season, they hauled the skiffs out after the final day of fishing.  I don't 
think I'll complain about my local launch ramp again anytime soon. 
 

I don't have a complete fish count for the group, but there were some memorable catches.  Kenny caught a 13 pound 
snook, weighed on a Boga Grip before release.  Suzanne caught a permit, a six-pound bone, and had a double digit day on 
bones.  TJ and I each caught our first tarpon on a fly, and each caught two in total.  We caught a lot of little bonefish and had 
shots at permit, snook and barracuda as well.  Others did well too.  Those who concentrated on bones generally caught a lot. 
 

An elderly gent from Florida, returning to Casa Blanca after fifteen years, became depressed when he fell out of the 
boat while taking a leak.  He cheered right up when, the next day, Mike did the same thing, and the guide left him because 
Suzanne was in hot pursuit of a large bonefish. 
 

If you want to know more about Casa Blanca, their web site is: www.casablancafishing.com/index.html. 
 
 

 
* * * * * 

 
WIND KNOTS CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 Space permitting, we'll run "Wanted" and "For Sale" ads for members of Texas Flyfishers.  On a case-by-case basis, we may also run ads 
from non-members if the goods or services sought or offered would be of interest to our members.  Send your ad by e-mail to 
ralphnchristineadams@earthlink.net or regular mail to Ralph Adams, 4019 Levonshire, Houston, TX 77025.  If you like, please include a photograph 
of items to be sold. 

* * * * * 
2006 OUTINGS SCHEDULE 

 
Our outings schedule is a work-in-progress.  Here are the trips we have currently scheduled for 2006.  Sometimes 

dates and places change, so check here regularly.  Blue font indicates a change has been made since the last issue of 
Wind Knots. 

 
To volunteer as a trip leader, contact fresh water outings chairman Clarke Thornton or salt water outings chairman 

Scott Fossum.  Their telephone numbers and email addresses are on the Executive Committee listing later in this issue.  
Fresh water trips are designated [F], salt water [S] in the listings below. 
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 [F]  September 16-17 – Frio River – bass and panfish, led by Clarke Thornton. 
 
[S]  September 23-24 – "Padre Island Surf Fest."  Fish Padre Island National Seashore guided by Capt. Billy Sandifer for speckled 
trout, ladyfish, tarpon, and jack crevalle.  Optional camping on beach.  Estimated cost of $125 for one day of guided fishing, the 
second day is on your own.  $50 non-refundable deposit required to reserve space, led by Ralph Adams. 
 
[S]  October – South Padre Island, leader needed. 
 
[F]  October 28 – Damon, TX, the Seven Lakes at Damon – bass and panfish, led by Clarke Thornton. 
 
[S]  November – Location TBD – led by Aaron Hammer. 
 
[F]  November 18 – Guadalupe River, Sattler, TX – rainbow trout, led by Clarke Thornton. 
 
December – No outings. 

 
* * * * * 

 

TEXAS FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

 
Jerry Loring 
President 
Home:  713-464-8687 
Cell:  713-875-4289 
jerrytms@flash.net 
 
Clarke Thornton 
VP Programs 
Work:  713-512-3657 
Home:  713-641-0022 
cthornton@ehshouston.org 
 
Mark Jones 
Secretary / Membership 
Home:  713-466-1539 
mdjones54@hotmail.com 
 
Rick Rawls 
Treasurer / Auction 
Work:  713-666-7100 
Home:  713-830-5446 

rick@parkatbellaire.com 
 
Corey Rich 
Legal 
Work:  713-861-1928 
Home:  713-621-6071 
corey.rich@aya.yale.edu 
 
[Position Open] 
Freshwater Outings 
 
[Position Open] 
Saltwater Outings 
 
Ralph G. Adams, Jr. 
Wind Knots 
Work:  713-767-5134 
Home:  713-664-0491 
adamsfamilytx@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Frank Schlicht 
Education / Fly Tying Festival 
Home:  281-392-5296 
aged_sage@hotmail.com 

 
Dave Kelly 
Webmaster 
Home:  936-894-1710 
daveekelly@earthlink.net 

 
Mike Willis 
Special Events 
Work:  713-223-7041 
Home:  713-721-4755 
mwillis@us.ca-indosuez.com 

 
Troy Miller 
Fly Casting 
Work:  713-466-2322 
Home:  979-865-5117 
Troy.Miller@bakeroiltools.com 

 
* * * * * 

 
 

About Wind Knots 
 

 Wind Knots is your monthly newsletter, and it needs your help – otherwise we'll run out of things to print.  E-
mail your articles, photos, artwork, graphics, fishing news, tall tales, lies, and letters to the editor to 
adamsfamilytx@sbcglobal.net not later than the 10th of the month for that month's issue.  Be sure to put the 
words Wind Knots in the subject line of your e-mail.  If you don't, I might think it's spam or worse and delete it 
before opening. 
 
 If you have digital photos, please send them via e-mail in .JPG format.  If you have paper photos, mail them 
to Corey Rich, 2900 Weslayan, Suite 545, Houston, TX  77027.  Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
for their return. 
 
 The preferred form for text – stories, letters, and so forth – is in Microsoft Word.  Please try to keep your 
offerings in the 800 to 1,000 word range, or less.  If you send photos along with an article, proposed captions are 
appreciated. 
 
 Wind Knots is posted on the club's Web site as soon as it becomes available.  Check 
www.texasflyfishers.org regularly for the latest newsletter and other news of interest. 
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* * * * * 

 
 

Texas Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 571134 
Houston, TX 77257-1134 
 
 
 

 Texas Flyfishers Membership Application 
 
Please check one:      ‘  New Application          ‘  Renewal 
 
 To join Texas Flyfishers or renew your membership, please complete this form and mail it with your check 
to the address below, or bring it with you to one of our monthly meetings.  All memberships expire June 30th of 
each year, and renewals are due July 1st.  New members, please pro-rate your payment for the number of months 
between now and the end of June, inclusive.  Our monthly meetings are held on the last Tuesday of every month 
(except December), beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Dues are for (check one):   ‘ Individual at $24 a year        ‘ Family at $32 a year      ‘ Student at $16 a year 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home phone: _________________________  Work phone: ___________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________ 
 

TEXAS FLYFISHERS 
P.O. BOX 571134 

HOUSTON, TX  77257-1134 


