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We fished on the beach at the

Padre Island National Seashore

with Billy Sandifer as our guide

the weekend of September 27

and 28. The weather was beauti-

ful except for a screaming north

wind on Sunday morning but

the fishing was a little weak. Billy

worked diligently to find us fish

and we did see quite a few jacks

and tarpon but we didn't do

much catching, just a lot of fish-

ing. A lot of ladyfish were caught

and a few Spanish mackerel but

only one jack was landed.

We saw some great sights,

however. There were plenty of

tarpon shadowing huge schools

of anchovies. We actually got to

stand in a school of anchovies

and cast to tarpon that were less

than a cast away. It didn't occur

to us at the time that standing

in a school of baitfish in waters

with a good bull shark popula-

tion might be dangerous or at

least not very smart. The sight

of those tarpon blunted any

cautionary instincts that any of

us had. We actually had three

tarpon hookups, all very short

but very exciting. We also had

schools of jacks come by us in

knee deep water going as fast as

I have ever seen a fish swim, but

we couldn't get a hookup.

We camped on the beach

Saturday night and fed the mos-

quitoes. David Glaser put out

his surf gear and caught a very

nice 4' 4" black tip shark and

Bruce Blevins caught a huge 24"

ladyfish.

There were some lessons

learned from this trip that I will

apply to any such outing I run

in the future. They are:

1. We had too many people and

vehicles – 10 vehicles and 18

people. Our convoy was

strung out over a half mile of

beach and the people way

back sometimes got to the

action too late.

2. We need to have fishing for

those who want to stay in one

place and for the beach run-

ners. Some of the people on

the outing would have pre-

ferred to do more fishing and

less driving.

3. I need to warn people ahead

of time that this fishing is for

accomplished flyfishers and

that the fishing can be tough.

You spend more time looking

than fishing! 

4. It was a good time!

5. Billy is very entertaining and

a great guide

6. There are potholes out there.

Bruce Blevins found one and

so did Skip Donovan.

7. The going is not that bad at

all but four wheel drive is a

must.

8. I would do it again in a

minute!

There seems to be plenty of

interest in doing it next year so

I told Billy to save us a good

date next fall. He enjoyed it as

much as we did and he is ready

for another go.

Tom Lyons

Padre Island Trip Report

As has been widely reported elsewhere, fly fishing guide Scott Graham
caught a magnificent tarpon estimated at 200 pounds near Port
O'Connor at the end of August. If you want the skinny, drop by I Fly,
The Angler's Edge and talk to Ted Baker who was there helping Scott
land, revive, and release the giant silver king. And take a look at
Scott's web site at http://www.flyfishingtexas.com/ for more photos.
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Your Texas Flyfishers remains

one of the strongest organiza-

tions of its kind along the Texas

Gulf Coast. After the August

meeting, Cary Marcus, the

regional Sage sales representa-

tive, was musing about how our

club had the long-standing repu-

tation of being a very active club

comprised of first class flyfishers.

I thanked him for the kudos.

That's a fact beyond dispute. At

present we have over three hun-

dred twenty members. So now is

a good time to mention this is

our membership renewal period.

If you haven't done so, please

send in your dues to renew your

membership. Your support is

much appreciated.

Moving forward, our mem-

bership base is the foundation

of our committees. Three annu-

al events are hallmarks of the

Texas Flyfishers: the Fly Tying

Festival, the Sunfish

Spectacular, and the Redfish

Rodeo. Some years ago, Dr. Ed

Rizzolo formed a rather large

committee to handle the Fly

Tying Festival. His idea was to

delegate and have each volun-

teer responsible for one task.

The purpose was to spread the

work around and make a lighter

load on everyone involved. At

the time, I thought it was a

gamble to have so many hands

stirring the pot. To the contrary,

this committee system proved

to be most efficient. It remains

in use to this day as a means of

organizing the Fly Tying

Festival. Frank Schlicht is the

new committee chair.

Since it has worked so well

there, two additional commit-

tees are being formed for next

year's Sunfish Spectacular and

the Redfish Rodeo. Clarke

Thornton is the committee

chair for the Sunfish

Spectacular. Preliminary discus-

sions indicate five volunteers are

required to staff his committee.

The Redfish Rodeo committee,

because of its skits, is slightly

larger, with six positions to fill.

Yours truly has been self-

appointed to chair the Redfish

Rodeo next year. Rockport is

the location of choice.

These two events are similar in

nature and will require assistance

with the following activities:

location, food, publicity, door

prizes, master of ceremonies, and

registration. More planning

equates to a higher probability of

success. The goals of all our spe-

cial events relate to our charted

purpose – promoting flyfishing,

providing education, and con-

serving our fisheries through fly-

fishing. Profit is not an issue, but

breaking even is.

In September we spent

$1,910.00 on the Redfish Rodeo.

The money collected for admis-

sion and raffles covered these

expenses, and enough unused

prizes remained for the club to

use as door prizes at a monthly

meeting. That being said, all

two thousand-dollar outlays

require planning and budgeting

to narrow the chances of a net

loss. This is where additional

committee help will enhance

the probability of successful

breakeven.

Please consider serving on

one of these three committees.

If you are going to participate

anyway, sign up and work on

the committee. The time

required will be small but the

contribution will be large. It's a

blast being involved. Thanks for

all you who have helped in the

past, and who plan on volun-

teering in the future.

Jerry "Buggywhip" Loring

UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS

October 28, 2003. Guide Ethan Wells will give a

presentation on Florida snook and redfish. Ethan splits his time

between the Texas and Florida sides of the Gulf of Mexico.

Be sure not to miss this one.

November 25, 2003. To be announced.

Our meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month except

December at the Holiday Inn on I-10 between Antoine and Silber.

There's conversation and often a tying demonstration beginning at

7:00 p.m. The meetings begin at 7:30.

ANNUAL CHRITMAS PARTY

The annual Christmas Party will be Friday evening, December 5,

2003, at the home of our illustrious president, Jerry Loring. Be sure

to mark your calendar now. You won’t want to miss this great annual

gala, as those who have attended in the past will attest. Frank Schlicht

has once again agreed to coordinate this covered dish event. Frank

has willingly done this for four years now and would like to have an

understudy step forward and learn the ropes so that he can take a

"breather" in 2004. You don’t need any special skills, just a telephone.

President’s Corner by Jerry “Buggywhip” Loring, President, Texas Flyfishers

Here are the outings scheduled through year-end and beyond.

Although subject to change, these are all currently scheduled and

have hosts assigned. Please contact the host for more information or

to sign up for the outing.

October 24-26, 2003. Three day trip to Arkansas. Contact Troy

Miller, Troy.Miller@bakeroiltools.com, home tel. 979-865-5117, for

information or to sign up.

November 9, 2003. Guadalupe River trout trip, Sattler, Texas. Wading

or floating. Contact Clarke Thornton, cthornton@ehshouston.org,

home tel. 713-641-0022 for information or to sign up.

January 10, 2004. Back to the Guadalupe. Wading or floating.

Contact Clarke Thornton, cthornton@ehshouston.org, home tel.

713-641-0022 for information or to sign up.

February 15, 2004. "Guadalupe One Fly" trout tournament. Contact

Clarke Thornton, cthornton@ehshouston.org, home tel. 713-641-

0022 for information or to sign up.

Saltwater outings will probably resume in April.

May, 2004. "Sunfish Spectacular." Exact date and details will be announced.

Outings Schedule
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Jerry Loring
President

Home: 713-464-8687
Cell: 713-875-4289
jerrytms@flash.net

Tom Lyons
VP Programs

Home: 281-379-7944
TFLyons@aol.com

Mark Jones
Secretary / Membership

Home: 281-996-8103
mdjones54@hotmail.com

Rich Rawls
Treasurer / Auction

Work: 713-666-7100
Home: 281-550-2993

rick55@ev1.net

Clarke Thornton
Freshwater Outings

Work: 713-512-3657
Home: 713-641-0022

cthornton@ehshouston.org

Frank Schlicht
Education / Fly Tying Festival

Home: 281-392-5296
aged_sage@hotmail.com

David Simms
Conservation

Home: 713-688-7011
dr_simms@swbell.net

Greg Rhodes
WindKnots Publisher
Work: 713-690-7878
Home: 281-345-9792

gregr@pegasusdesign.com

Corey Rich
WindKnots Editor / Legal

Work: 713-861-1928
Home: 713-621-6071

corey.rich@aya.yale.edu

Norburt Burch
Communications / Webmaster

Work: 281-589-4941
Home: 281-265-5156

tff.webmaster@texasflyfishers.org

Mike Willis
Special Events

Work: 713-721-4755
Home: 713-223-7041

mwillis@us.ca-indosuez.com

Troy Miller
Fly Casting

Work: 713-466-2322
Home: 979-865-5117

Troy.Miller@bakeroiltools.com

Senior Advisors-At-Large
Jim Bridges
Joe DeForke

Mike Eberhard
Wright Guthrie
Randall Pinter

John Scarborough

E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e

WINDKNOTS INFO

The Texas Flyfishers

monthly newsletter

needs your help.

Otherwise, we’ll run out

of material to print.

Please send your photos,

artwork and

graphic materials to

publisher Greg Rhodes at

gregr@pegasusdesign.com

Send articles to editor

Corey Rich, email:

corey.rich@aya.yale.edu

or

fax at 713-864-1292.

All articles, photographs

and newsworthy events

are appreciated.

Information and articles

should be submitted

before the 10th of

each month.

Previous issues of the

Windknots publication

are now posted online in

PDF format for down-

loading and viewing.

Each new Windknots

will be posted immedi-

ately following it’s

release. Please keep this

in mind if you don’t

recieve an issue!

WEBSITE INFO

Please send your pic-

tures, ideas, links, etc... to

the TFF webmaster

e-mail address listed on

the web page at:

www.texasflyfishers.org

Norbert Burch

TFF Webmaster

FRUGAL FRANK’S TIPS
Who among us has never had a

bottle of cement, or adhesive,

suddenly become a partial bot-

tle of thick useless goo because

the solvent has evaporated? If it

hasn’t happened yet, it will

sooner or later. The following is

a list of some of the cements

commonly used by fly tiers and

the solvents that can be used to

reconstitute or thin them.

• Weldwood Contact Cement

and Pliobond – toluene or

acetone (a mixture of the two

works well).

• Vinyl cement – methyl ethyl

ketone (MEK)

• Flexament – xylene, toluene,

or lacquer thinner

• Goop – xylene, toluene, or lac-

quer thinner (= Flexament)

• Head cement – acetone, MEK,

or lacquer thinner

• Two-part epoxies – any alco-

hol such as denatured or rub-

bing. Everclear should work in

a pinch Note: thinning epoxies

with alcohol does NOT extend

working time!

Please read the directions for

safe use of any of these solvents.

Generally, you want to use them

in a well-ventilated area lest you

become wacky!

2004 BEGINNERS
FLY TYING COURSE

The annual Beginners Fly Tying

Course starts Thursday evening,

January 8, 2004. A sign-up sheet

will be available at the October

and November club meetings for

those who want to take these

classes. It is a nine-week course

that meets every Thursday

evening from 7 to 9 p.m. at the

Bethany Christian Church on

Westheimer. Space is limited, and

there is a $25.00 registration fee.

More details will be provided at

the September meeting, and in

future issues of Windknots

FLY TYING FESTIVAL 2004

Mark your calendar now. The 2004 Fly Tying Festival will be held

Saturday, February 7, 2004, at the Holiday Inn on I-10 (Katy Freeway)

at Antoine. (Same place as in past years.) The hours will be from 9:00

a.m. until 5:00 p.m. We will have five one-hour special presentations

during the day, beginning at 11:00 a.m. Admission will be $10.00

adults, $8:00 seniors (62 and older), $5:00 under 18, $14:00 entire

family. We have not yet decided whether we will have a featured spe-

cial fly tier this year. More on this later. We need volunteers to man

the beginners tying table. If you would be willing to donate an hour

or so of your time teaching beginners, please contact Frank Schlicht at

281-392-5296, or email aged_sage@hotmail.com. Qualifications for

these positions are: Patience, and knowing how to tie a woolyworm!

Think you qualify?
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New Application / Renewal
Attention new and current members! To join or renew please complete this form and mail it with your check to the address
above. New members should prorate their dues to July because everyone renews during that month, or bring this form with you
to any of our monthly meetings. Meetings start at 7:00 PM the last Tuesday of every month (except December) at the Holiday
Inn, located on the Katy Freeway between Antoine and Silber. Guests are welcome with a complimentary pass to come learn of
our numerous outings, instructional classes and social gatherings.

NAME _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE __________________________________________WORK PHONE _________________________________________

E-MAIL ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP DUES (PLEASE INDICATE):  REGULAR $24  FAMILY $32  STUDENT $16

TFF is affiliated with a national organization, the Federation of Fly Fishers.
Membership in the FFF is encouraged and benefits the club, but is not required.

Membership applications are available through the FFF website at: http://www.fedflyfishers.org


