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There was a time in all of our lives
when fishing symbolized simplicity,
innocence, and the proclivity to
enjoy an unsupervised freedom. For
me, I remember grabbing my pole
and riding my
bike to "my
secret spot" to try
and pull a bass
out from behind
a cypress tree just
off the banks of
the San Jacinto
River. I believe
that I subcon-
sciously try to
rekindle that
boyhood experi-
ence every time I
string up my rod
today. That kind
of feeling and
image imprinted on each of us from
those past days may be the secret
motivation we look for when we get
on a skiff or pull on our wading
boots. Overtime, this compulsion
leads us to seek information about
the thing we love. At other times,

whether we seek it or not, it finds
us. And sometimes what we hear
doesn't please us. 

Carefree days, and sleeping in late
usually give way as we grow up. But
in reality, the wants and needs of

others bear a reflection on us, and
may alter our perceptions. Still, there
are those that remain blissfully
unaware of the changes around them.
It's almost as if they wear blinders to
create a myopic point of view, or
even a lack of view. For example, two

close friends of mine, who fish quite
often, were surprised by the news of
a possible change in trout quotas. "I
had no idea" were their comments. I
humbly believe this to be a minute
example of a much larger problem

among fishermen
in Texas. If you
multiplied my
two buddies by
100,000 you get
a number rough-
ly equivalent to
one third of the
total number of
licensed fisher-
men in the state.
That's a lot of
potentially unin-
formed fisher-
men. And those
are the guys that
will cry the loud-

est if any change in policy occurs. 
Who then bears the sole responsi-

bility for educating the masses. Is it
the responsibility of TPWD, or
CCA, or any number of magazines
and television programs?

Continued on Page 3

Those Who Do Not Disapprove, Approve
by Dave Behr
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Saturday Mornings
Beginners Casting Classes are now
being held at Lakes of Meyer Park,
starting at 1:00 p.m. rather than early
morning. Please register with Troy
Miller at TroyMiller@ev1.net.

April 30, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Guide
Randy Charba with a presentation on
the Middle Coast.

May 18, 2002
Saltwater outing, location to be
announced.

May 28, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Scott &
Kathy Sparrow with a presentation on
the Arroyo City Kingfisher Inn.

June 15-16, 2002
Saltwater Outing in South Padre.
Contact David Murrell for more info.

June 25, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Rob
Woodruff with a presentation on the
Pine PT. Lodge.

July 20, 2002
Saltwater One-Fly. Stay tuned for more
details.

July 26-28, 2002
The Outdoorsman's Fishing & Hunting
Expo at the Reliant Arena. Contact Mike
Willis for further information

July 30, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Camilo
Chavez with a presentation on the “Sea
Center”.

August 27, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Lance
Robinson from TPWD with a presenta-
tion on current issues.

September 24, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Bev
Edwards with a presentation for Bass
Fishing on the Cheap.

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t sU p c o m i n g  E v e n t s

BY MIKE EBERHARD

President, Texas Fly Fishers

This month's President's letter will
be a short one. Since next month's
letter will be my last, I am saving all
the good material for my swan song.

I was thinking, always a dangerous
thing, what if we had a place on the
web page where people could post if
they wanted a fishing partner for a
specific date. For example, if I was
going to be fishing in POC and did-
n't have a fishing buddy, I could
look on the web page and see if any-
one wanted to fish the area. It could
be like a cyberfishing dating match-
making service. We could call it "It's
just fish", people could include pic-
tures of their boats or flyrods. If the
club got tight for money, we could
include a 900 # for phone fishing.

Also, there are many fishing report
internet pages. People write in a
report, tell where and when and how
they fished a certain area, I would be
interested in saltwater flyfishing
reports on our web pages. I know
Norbert is capable of creating such
an interactive page in his spare time.
He just may have to fish less for the
welfare of the club! I have many of
these wonderful ideas, and would be
willing to act as a paid project con-
sultant to the new board. Make sure
you come to this month's meeting to
here about the new nominees for the
upcoming year, rumor has it that
there may already be some scandals
brewing...  

...The Pres

1141-05 Uptown

Parkway Blvd

Houston, Texas 77056

713-993-9981

15% off of all

Fly-tying Materials for

all TFF Members.

Westbank Anglers Houston
The Centre @ Post Oak 
5000 Westheimer #620 

Houston, TX 77056 
713.961.3474 

Fax 713.961.3478
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That's a tough question to answer.
I could almost as easily ask if it's the
responsibility of the individual
angler to be aware of issues.
Although, the individual shares
some responsibility, I believe that
the crux of the burden rests on the
shoulders of those organizations
which require financial donations to
protect the individuals interest.
Namely, TPWD, CCA, SCA, and
any others. Let's use the current
trout debate as an example.
According to reports from CCA
itself, it was approached by a group
of fishermen, who shared a common
voice, and asked TPWD to look into
the possibility that the number of
big trout in their area had dimin-
ished. Before consulting with the
total of CCA members to determine
interest, concern, and gather any rec-
ommendations, the decision was
made. Within a short time the trout
issue was brought to the attention of
TPWD, and soon it became a pro-
posal. It wasn't until after it was a
proposal that the issue was discussed
in large forums. By then it was too
late. This, to me, is the second of
two mistakes in this whole issue.
Whether or not you're upset that a
change in trout regulations is likely,
should we be concerned in the initial
clandestine activity of those organi-
zations which rely on our support. 

Notwithstanding, there is a mis-
take which shadows even the afore-
mentioned: the miseducation of
anglers across the board. Education
is the essential cornerstone of a
healthy and vital fishery. An integral
part of education in the beginning is

the belief that you can have an influ-
ence another person. I believe that
fishermen in total can be educated
that if you're going to release a fish
it's best to not touch it or remove it
from the water (unless a quick pic-
ture is needed.) There are those that
poo-poo that belief. One man told
me that that line of thought is
"small-minded." This was told to me
during a discussion of possible rea-
sons for changes in the trout regula-
tions. I made a suggestion to him to
help fishermen give a released trout a
better chance of survival. I told him
that there should be a thorough
effort by multiple media sources,
guides, and fishermen themselves to
show proper ways to handle, or not
to handle a fish before its release to
those who do not know how to prop-
erly do so. That suggestion is "small-
minded" in the eyes of this gentle-
man. I then pointed out that his
attitude of "it can't happen" was a
more suitable example of small-
mindedness. To view a problem as
unalterable is a defeatist position,
and demonstrates one's reluctance to
admit that which he knows to be
true. People who are used to defeat
stop trying after a enough time has
passed. Yet those who believe that
change is good and can happen let
that light guide their actions.
Education can provide light to those
who can't see.

Our club is an excellent example of
education and the improvement it
can exact on our lives. We have
members dedicated to educating all
of us on numerous topics. Capt.
Chris' article last month was a won-
derful piece on his thoughts based on
his years of experiences and observa-
tions. Without his article. you would
never know his thoughts and opin-
ions. Chris is a well respected guide

and has the potential to influence
countless people. And there was like-
ly something he said that stuck with
you. Maybe even I've done the same.
Our seminars are good examples. I'm
very much looking forward to Lance
Robinson's time with us later this
year. The club's FlyFishing Academy
is a marvelous example as well.
Someone who wants to learn to fly-
fish, tie flies, and fly cast can enter
the academy and begin a new chap-
ter. And each portion is headed by
gentlemen that I consider to be
teachers with vast amounts of experi-
ence. (I believe it's the hope of our
club to have enrollment in the acade-
my blossom, and it's already shown
itself to be popular.) The point is, is
educating yourself, or even re- edu-
cating yourself, can develop both
your awareness and curiosity.

Education lacks a beginning and
an ending. It's a constant in our
lives. My dedication is to enlighten
us on several issues: how well has the
red snapper closure work thus far, are
flounder floundering, are menhaden
without refuge, and should croaker
be sportfish (thereby helping ease
pressure on sow trout)? These are
some of the topics I'll be looking
into this summer and fall. I want to
convey that change can be made over
time. To reiterate, I believe that
trout are heavily sought after and
change should be discussed. I would
have preferred it if CCA and TPWD
had polled its constituents prior to
making a decision about the issue. 

The first meeting on the current
trout debate will be held at Sea
Center Texas in Lake Jackson from
10am to 3:30pm on Wednesday
April 24th. I will be in attendance
and will give a report in next
month's issue. Mihi cura futuri. (My
care is for the future.)  

Those Who Do Not
Disapprove, Approve
Continued from Cover
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Most of us don't think about catching
a world record fish when we're on our
way to the river, lake, bay or Gulf.
But what if we did hook a monster
that could make the record book?
Would it qualify?

The International Game Fish
Association ("IGFA") has been keeping
records of big fish for years. They have
developed a set of fair catch rules for
conventional tackle and fly fishing.
You can find the complete set of fly
fishing rules on the Internet at
http://www.igfa.org/rulebook/page2.ht
ml. In the meantime, here are a few of
the most important ones to keep in
mind if you're going where the big
ones may be.

In fly fishing, the records are divid-
ed into tippet classes for men and
women. For each gender, records for a
particular species are available for 2, 4,
6, 8, 12, 16, and 20 pound test tip-
pets. So let's look first, then, at rules
about tippets, leaders, and fly lines.
We'll do it in reverse order.

The break strength of the fly line
and backing don't matter. Leaders
"must conform to generally accepted
fly fishing customs." The leader
includes the butt or taper section, the
class tippet, and, optionally, a shock
tippet. There's no restriction on the
overall length of the leader system, as
long as the class tippet and shock tip-
pet conform to the rules.

The class tippet, that is, the piece of
tippet material that will qualify you
for a particular tippet class record,
must be at least 15 inches long inside
all knots. However you attach the
class tippet to the butt section or
shock tippet, the knots don't count
toward your 15-inch minimum. There
must be at least 15 inches of single

strand class tippet, of non-metallic
material, attached either directly to
the fly or to the optional shock tippet.
If you fish with a knotless, tapered
leader, the terminal 15 inches deter-
mines the tippet class.

Casting and abrasion considerations
aside, a longer class tippet has bene-
fits, and there is no maximum length
to the class tippet. The class tippet is
the part that will break if too much
pressure is put on it. It's made out of
material such as monofilament that
has some stretch. A longer piece will
have more overall stretch than a short-
er piece. More stretch means more
protection against breaking if the fish
makes a sudden lunge.

If you use a shock tippet, it cannot
be more than 12 inches from the hook
eye to the single-strand portion of the
class tippet. The shock tippet can be
made of any material, including wire,
and can be of any breaking strength.

When you catch that potential
record, you have to send the entire
leader, with the fly still attached, plus
at least one inch of the fly line, still
attached, along with your record
application. They will test the tippet
for breaking strength to make sure it
breaks at or below the line class. Be
sure to buy tippet or line that is desig-
nated "class" or "tournament" so it will
break slightly below its class rating.
Here's a tip. Send the fly, leader and
the inch of fly line in a zipper bag
with a little water in it. Monofilament
absorbs water and breaks more easily
when wet than when dry.

Space doesn't permit a discussion of
all the rules, but here are a couple of
the important ones to keep in mind:
The rod has to conform to "generally
accepted fly fishing customs and prac-
tices" and must be at least 6 feet in
overall length. The reel must be
"designed expressly for fly fishing."

The "lure" must be "a recognized type
of artificial fly, which includes stream-
er, bucktail, tube fly, wet fly, dry fly,
nymph, popper and bug." No sweet-
ening with bait or scent is allowed.
No dropper flies are allowed. No fly
designed to entangle rather than hook
the fish is allowed.

The rules of fishing conduct are
important, too. "The angler must cast,
hook, fight, and bring the fish to gaff
or net unaided by any other person.
No other person may touch any part
of the tackle during the playing of the
fish or give aid other than taking the
leader for gaffing or netting purposes."
If you are fishing from a boat, it must
be completely out of gear when you
cast to the fish and during the
retrieve. You cannot troll.

There is a laundry list of things that
can disqualify your catch. Some you
can do yourself, others are just bad
luck. For example, if you rest the rod
on any part of the boat or on any
object when playing the fish, the catch
is disqualified. If you chum with
blood, flesh, or any other part of
mammals, the catch is disqualified. If
your rod breaks during the fight so it
is reduced to less than 6 feet, the catch
is disqualified. If your fish becomes
entangled with another line, the catch
is disqualified. If the fish is mutilated
by sharks, other fish, mammals or pro-
pellers during the fight, the catch is
disqualified. And if the fish gets loose
during the fight but you catch it some
way other than by hooking it again,
e.g. if you can grab it by hand, the
catch is disqualified.

It's not hard to make your rig IGFA
"street legal." Probably the single
most important thing to do is use
class-rated material and make sure
your tippet remains at least 15 inches
long. Maybe we'll see your name in
the record book.  

WORLD RECORDS
by Corey Rich
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(Part 1)   by Corey Rich

Not long ago the choices were level,
double-taper or weight-forward;
floating or sinking. Things have
changed. Now you can buy separate
lines specifically tailored for muskies
and pike, bass, bonefish, redfish,
stripers, salmon and steelhead, and
even for little tunny, all for your 8-
weight rod. You can buy lines for
trout, tarpon and billfish in appro-
priate sizes. You can buy lines for
casting in heavy wind, casting long
distances, casting short distances,
and casting quickly. You can buy
lines that float or that sink or that
do some of both. You can buy lines
in most colors of the rainbow, lines
that are clear, and lines that glow in
the dark. You can buy lines that are
stiff and lines that are supple. You
can buy lines that are designed to
cast delicate little flies and lines that
are designed to cast half a chicken
tied on a meat hook.

This is the first of a two-part series
on fly line mysteries. This month
we'll deal with the most important
characteristics of a fly line in deter-
mining how far, and how fast, it will
cast. Next month we'll examine
characteristics that make a line par-
ticularly good for warm or cold
weather, and for casting large or
small flies. We'll also look at mar-
keting gobbledygook designed to
sell lines rather than educate. In
doing this, we'll concentrate on
floating lines, which are what most
of us use most of the time.

Floating lines come in three basic
configurations, level, double-taper
and weight-forward. Forget about
level lines. You'll have trouble find-

ing one, and you wouldn't want it if
you did. Double-taper lines have
their place, and I'll discuss them
briefly a little later. Most of the
focus here is on weight-forward lines
because that's what we use most.

Anatomically incorrect: the belly
is part of the head

In cross-section, fly lines have a
central core and an exterior coating.
The core is some type of braided or
mono line. The coating is some type
of plastic, usually a form of PVC. In
floating lines, the coating is less
dense that water and causes the line
to float. In sinking lines it's just the
opposite.

Looked at lengthwise, the weight-
forward line has two major sections,
the head and the running line. The
head section is made up of the tip
(the thin, short, level section to
which the leader is connected), the
front taper (a transitional area), the
belly (the thickest and heaviest part),
and the rear taper (another transi-
tional area). The running line is thin,
allowing it to shoot through the
guides and through the air with rela-
tive ease as it is pulled by the heavier
head section.

By adjusting the relative lengths of
these parts and by using different
core materials and coatings the line
manufacturers can fine-tune lines to
do one task particularly well, though
generally at the expense of some
other task.

If a lot of the weight of the line is
concentrated far forward, making a
short head section, you don't need as
much line outside the rod tip to load
the rod. Having less line out means

you can usually get a cast off faster
because you have to make few, if any,
false casts.

How short is short in a head sec-
tion? That somewhat depends on the
line weight, but between 30 and 35
feet is a short head in an 8-weight
line.

A short-headed line can be an
excellent choice when drift-fishing or
poling for redfish, or when wading
for them. In these cases, you're usu-
ally not going to see the fish until
you're fairly close, and then you've
got just a few seconds to get your
cast off. My favorite fishing partner,
Tira Jane, uses a Flip Pallot Sight-
Cast line by Jim Teeny, Inc. with
excellent results. As Pallot explains,
most sight-casting shots are within
40 feet, with many much closer. 

Why don't all weight-forward
lines have a very short head? For a
couple of reasons. The fatter and
heavier the head, especially when
combined with a short front taper,
the more the line splats on the water.
In a high wind that may not matter,
but on those slick, calm mornings
when the redfish are nosing around
in six inches of water, you might as
well throw a brick at them.

Another reason isn't as obvious. A
thicker, stiffer line transfers energy
more effectively than a thinner,
limper line. Imagine trying to cast a
one-half ounce lead-head jig tied
directly to the backing on an 8-
weight fly rod. It could get ugly. But
that combination weighs about the
same as the first 30 feet of a standard
8-weight fly line. A fly line's thick-
ness and stiffness efficiently transfer
the energy of the casting stroke. 

Continued on next page

FLY LINE SECRETS REVEALED!
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The Best in Kayaks,
canoes,outdoor clothing,

travel gear and fly fishing equipment

5808 S. Rice Ave
Houston, Texas 77081

When you want to cast long dis-
tances, you need to start with more
line in the air. It is best to have part
of the belly or rear taper, rather than
thin running line, at or near the rod
tip to transfer energy down the line
to keep the cast from collapsing, and
this requires a longer-headed line.

There are fishing as well as casting
benefits to longer-headed lines. They
are better for roll casts and easier
mend on moving water. 

Most lines designed for steelhead
and salmon, or simply designed as
distance-casting lines, have a rela-
tively long head section. How long
is long? Scientific Angler's Mastery
Series Steelhead Taper has a 65-foot
head. Orvis says its Salmon &
Steelhead Wonderline has a belly
33% longer than standard lines and
15 feet added to the rear taper. SA's
Bonefish floating line has a 42' head.

They apparently think you make a
lot of long casts when bonefishing.
My experience has been that you get
some long shots, but there are plenty
of short ones, too. I often use a Flip
Pallot Sight-Cast line for bones when
visibility isn't too good, and switch
to a Cortland TropicPlus Laserline
with a 42-foot head when I think I'll
be able to see and cast to fish further
away.

The length of the head section of a
line is probably the most important
characteristic in determining how
well a fly line performs under a par-
ticular set of circumstances, all
things being equal. But since all
things aren't always equal, next
month we'll look at some other fac-
tors that will influence your selection
of a fly line. Until then, tight lines.

Orvis Houston
5848 Westheimer Rd.,
Houston, TX, 77057

713-783-2111
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WINDKNOTS INFO

The Texas Fly Fishers monthly
newsletter needs your help.
Otherwise, we’ll run out of

material to print. Please send
your newsletter contributions to:

Greg Rhodes
16335 Leedswell Ln.
Houston, TX 77084

gregr@pegasusdesign.com
Home: 281-345-9792
Work: 713-690-7878

All articles, photographs and
newsworthy events are appreciat-
ed. If you know of any upcoming
events other members might be

interested in please let us know so
we can keep them informed.

Information and articles should be
submitted before the second week

of each month.

WEBSITE INFO

Please send your pictures, ideas,
links, etc... to the TFF webmaster

e-mail address listed on the
web page at:

http://www.texasflyfishers.org

Norbert Burch
TFF Webmaster

Attention:

All previous issues of the
Windknots publication are now

posted online in PDF format for
downloading and viewing. Each
new Windknots will be posted

immediately following it’s release.
Please keep this in mind if you

don’t recieve an issue!
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