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Journey to the Arctic Circle 
In Search of Arctic Grayling, July 2005 

By Bev & Martha Edwards 
 
Each month, my job as an engineer takes me to Nigeria, West Africa to build offshore oil production platforms in 

the Atlantic Ocean.  We build them in a construction yard in dense jungle and install them offshore.  I accumulate a large 
amount of free air miles with all of this travel, so we have been spending summer vacations in Alaska and Canada, using 
the miles for free airfare.  Last summer, we flew to Anchorage, rented an SUV, and drove 850 miles northeast across Alaska 
and into the Yukon Territory in search of the Arctic Grayling.  We drove on the all-gravel Demster Highway.  In this remote 
area, gas was five dollars per gallon.  

 
We crossed Alaskan rivers including the Matanuska, 

Copper, and Forty Mile.  Mosquitoes were a problem, so I wore a 
head net.  I saw no other fisherman during the entire trip.  They 
are all in southeastern Alaska chasing salmon.  I like to salmon 
fish, but this trip was just for grayling in the Arctic.  We had 400 
miles of Arctic rivers all to ourselves in the Yukon.  During our 
travels, we saw gold dredges in the Chugach National Forest.  We 
saw fire weed, moose, and swans in the Wrangell Mountains as 
we crossed the edge of the largest National Park in the United 
States - the 20 million acre Wrangell St. Elias National Park.  

 
Soon we left Alaska and crossed into the Yukon Territory 

of Canada.  We arrived in Dawson City for a rest.  The Yukon is 
the size of Texas yet it has only 35,000 residents.  We crossed the 
Yukon River.  West of Dawson City we turned north on the 
Demster Highway that goes 500 miles north to the Arctic Ocean 
but first, we entered the Tombstone Mountains.  

 
We camped by the Blackstone River.  I caught Arctic grayling in the Blackstone River until I got tired of catching 

them.  I caught 11 in the first three hours of wade fishing.  Unfortunately, I was away from my wife and her camera on 
remote sections of the river, so I do not have many pictures of the fish.  My best grayling were about 15 inches.  The world 
record Arctic grayling is over four pounds.  They have a high dorsal fin. 

 
The Arctic is cold nine months of the year, with a brief Arctic summer.  There are a few stunted trees and deep 

spongy tundra.  We continued north on the Demster Highway, crossing the Richardson Mountains and fished the Ogilvie 
River and caught large and tiny grayling.  Again there were no other fisherman.  

 
We reached the Arctic Circle, where there is 24 hours of daylight at the beginning of summer in late June.  There is 

only one hotel and gas station on 500 miles of Demster Highway.  It's located in Eagle Plains, Yukon.  We stayed at the 
Eagle Plains Hotel and gassed up our rental SUV.  We saw wild caribou, but they were too far away to photograph.  Black 
bears were along the road.  This is a land of barren tundra. 

 
Finally, we fished the Eagle River, north of the Arctic Circle.  It snowed on us that day in July.  Our total trip cost 

for two of us for ten days in the Arctic was less than $2,000.  It is a spectacular place to fly fish.  ♦ 
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President's Corner 

by Jerry "Buggywhip" Loring, President of the Texas Flyfishers    

 
Officer Elections and the New Fiscal Year 

 
The June meeting of each year is election night for the Texas Flyfishers.  Any member 

in good standing can vote or be nominated for one of four officer positions.  Winning requires a 
simple majority.  The floor is open to all nominations and motions.  The actual vote is always 
an open ballot, tallied by a show of hands or by voice acclamation.  The only qualification to 
vote is that your name must be on the current membership roster, which will be presented by 
the Membership Secretary if there is a close and hotly contested race. 

 
This new slate of elected officers will manage the affairs of TFF for the next fiscal year, 

which runs from July 1st to June 30th.  One item is for certain, the four officers cannot do it 
alone.  Committees will be appointed and volunteer help is needed.  If you want to participate as a committee chairman, 
committee member, or some type of ad hoc advisor, please step forward and inform any of the officers.  Your assistance will 
be appreciated and in the process you will learn much about the sport of fly fishing. 

 
The Texas Flyfishers has a reputation of achievement to complement its talented membership roster.  TFF was one 

of the first fly fishing clubs in Texas, and its members are known for their award-winning talent in fly tying and fly fishing.  
TFF sponsors three banner events each year: the Fly Tying Festival, the Sunfish Spectacular, and the Redfish Rodeo.  Each 
event is special in its own way and you can volunteer to keep these events going. 

 
July will be special in another way because it is the thirtieth anniversary of the Texas Flyfishers.  The July monthly 

meeting will be a birthday party of sorts.  There will be cake, coffee, finger foods, soft drinks, and fellowship.  Additionally, 
several presidents, officers, and members from years past will be on hand to tell us about the highlights of their term in 
office, share a funny story, or use the forum as an opportunity to get even.  July 25th is sure to be a fun night. 

  
 

* * * * * 
The 2007 Fly Tying Festival 

 
Now is the time to mark your calendar for our 2007 Annual Fly Tying Festival, which will be held Saturday, 

February 3, 2007 (location to be announced). We will be featuring Bob Clouser, of Clouser Minnow fame, as our Guest Tier. 
Bob has developed numerous successful patterns in addition to the Clouser Minnow and has recently co-authored, with Lefty 
Kreh, a book on his many patterns. We have asked Bob to have copies available for sale and autographing. Now is your 
opportunity to see this renowned tier tie some of his patterns and hear his one hour special presentation, so don't let it pass 
you by. See you there. 
  

* * * * * 

Spring Fishing Report from Billy Trimble - April 2006 
  

March was a windy one and anyone that fished with me will know that is an understatement.  We were in fish 
every day and usually caught some, but it was not easy at best due to windy, overcast conditions.  Fortunately the weather 
seems to be giving us a break as the a windy day now is 15-20 mph instead of 30-40 mph! 

  
I have started finding concentrations or pods of reds in the back lakes of St. Joe, although the water is still just a 

little low for the skiff, so I have been wading in.  Loosely formed pods are showing on Brown & Root and the Shamrock area 
with lots of tails.  The grass is starting to grow and the fish are really sticking their tails up right now.  The "Nine Mile Hole" 
has been fishing very well when the weather permits us to get there with lots of single tailing fish as well as pods and a few 
shots during each trip at some of the "Hole Giants"! 

  
I had the privilege of hosting Brian O'Keefe for a few days last month.  Although we had some of the worst 

conditions of the month, Brian caught numerous redfish each day. It was Brian's first redfish trip and he was really smitten.  
Go to his web site, www.brianokeefephotos.com, and look at photos from his time here and read his essay.  Brian has plans 
for several from the visit.  

  
Finally got through the busy travel season and I really enjoyed seeing everyone, and having the opportunity to 

meet a lot of new folks.  I look forward to seeing many of you in the near future. 
  
Billy 
billytrimble@cableone.net 
www.trimbleflyfishing.com 
361-205-1266 

 
* * * * * 
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GREETINGS FROM THE MONTGOMERY FLY RODDERS 
 
WE HAVE SOME BIG DOGS LINED UP AND THOUGHT THE TEXAS FLYFISHERS MIGHT BE 
INTERESTED: 
  
• TIM BORSKI IS COMING TO HOUSTON ON SATURDAY, JULY 22ND FOR AN ALL DAY 

SEMINAR. 
 
• DAVE & EMILY WHITLOCK WILL BE HERE ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14TH FOR AN ALL DAY 

SEMINAR. 
 
• ALL EVENTS WILL BE HELD AT THE NEW GANDER MOUNTAIN STORE LOCATED AT THE 

INTERSECTION OF SPRING CYPRESS RD. AND I-45 NORTH. 
 
• HEADING NORTH ON I-45, THE STORE IS LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE FREEWAY. 
 
• IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL ME AT 936-273-5307. 
  
REGARDS, 
MIKE HURST  

* * * * * 
 

It's in the Bag 
By Ralph G. Adams, Jr. 

 
The first thing I noticed about Frank Budd's setup when fishing offshore is the sheer amount of gear that he hauls with 

him on the boat.  This includes fly lines, shooting heads, leader material, backup reels, extra spools, rain gear, sunglasses, 
swivels, split ring tools, pliers, crimping devices, handkerchiefs, Velcro tape, fishing gloves, sunscreen, sugar-free snacks, and 
boxes of offshore flies ranging from small white deceivers to Costa Rican billfish poppers. 

 
Everything except the rods spring from an enormous, green tackle bag.  It's made from several yards of field-grade nylon 

and built with all manner of pockets, compartments, snaps, and enclosures.  Frank's name, address, and telephone number are 
scrawled in large black letters across the top flap, a vestige, perhaps, of his days at the service of the U.S. Navy.  Packed and 
ready to go on the floor of his fly tying den, you look at it and wonder where the forklift is parked. 

 
Until recently, my tackle bag was a humble, domesticated warren of my growing stash of gear.  It was nothing more than 

an L.L. Bean tote bag that I filched from my wife.  The tote bag was made out of stiff canvas and had no fancy zippers or 
enclosures.  It was a hold-out of understatement and moderation in what is proving to be an increasingly immoderate activity, the 
central theme of which is finding myself in the right place at the right time to coax gamefish to a fly.  Despite its limitations in the 
face of the tackle industry's splendid assortment of specialty products, the tote bag was utilitarian and cost-effective. 

 
Aside from aesthetics, the chief drawback to the tote bag was that my items were in a constant state of disarray piled one 

upon the next.  It was always a guess as to where anything might be found.  Items regularly went missing in the churn of gear.  
Excavating my way to the bottom for something like the nail knot tool, I would unearth half-eaten granola bars and mummified 
oranges.  Generations of mold spores lived out the dull drama of their days and died at the bottom of that tote bag.  The bag was 
also a liability dockside.  Set down absent-mindedly at water's edge or on the gunwale of a boat while loading, it was susceptible 
to tipping over spilling its contents overboard. 

 
Frank's approach to tackle bags got me thinking.  I convinced myself that I, too, needed to have a proper tackle bag.  It 

had to be one of the outsized models suitable for multi-day excursions.  If we must own things, we should strive to make them 
things that evince the twin virtues of form and function.  To that end, the proper tackle bag should elicit visions of hunting 
peacocks in the Amazon, of fishing the lower reaches of Bristol Bay for rainbow magic, or of drifting breezy coral outposts at the 
far reaches of the kingdom among lacy jags of turquoise flowing over glades of turtle grass. 

 
Throughout the considerable preparation that precedes such a trip, the tackle bag becomes a focal point of attention and 

a reliquary for all manner of angling artifact and remembrance.  Ahead of Quepos, there are quiet interludes in the den with blue 
water currents streaming through your mind.  Splays of braggart flies like shiny red apples lay ready to be boxed for the journey.  
There is the ritual of building leaders and knots strung fast in atomic clusters of monofilament, finely-seated barrel wraps, splices 
to fluorocarbon, and the horrors of single strand wire. 

 
Having drank the Kool-Aid, I dropped hints to my wife, Christine, so that she knew what we needed for Christmas.  It's 

manufactured by Fish Pond and they call it the Chinook, after a salmon or Canadian wind.  It is rectangular and stands a foot tall 
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and three feet long.  Seven exterior pockets are festooned with all manner of zippers and pull tags.  In angling industry parlance, 
it would be called "highly technical," although none of us are really sure what that means even though we'll take it. 

 
The Chinook has a huge main compartment beneath which is a false bottom section for storing assorted four and five 

piece rods in all the right gauges.  It has ready handles and a thick shoulder strap, although it's a bit big and awkward to carry as 
such for any length of time.  It comes with half-a-dozen neoprene rod sleeves, which I don’t use, preferring the extra security of 
loading rods in their protective tubes.  Three piece rods will have to find separate accommodations or be lashed to the top.  The 
bag has a pair of luggage wheels, which undermine the rugged appeal, but will come in handy traversing the tarmac to where a 
prop plane sits at the ready for the final leg into the country. 

 
With two growing anglers under the age of three and a withering ability to focus, my fishing trips nowadays tend to be 

short and compact.  Despite its enormity, I take the bag in the car whenever I go fishing, near or far.  At a moment's notice, it has 
everything I need for the quick exit and any contingencies, which might arise.  It's a study in contrast to heave it into my car's 
trunk, if not for sailfish, then for emerging at some backwater close to home, ready to angle for sunfish.  The money buys the 
right tackle.  It's up to the angler to supply the imagination. 

 

 
* * * * * 

 
WIND KNOTS CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 Space permitting, we'll run "Wanted" and "For Sale" ads for members of Texas Flyfishers.  On a case-by-case basis, we may also run ads 
from non-members if the goods or services sought or offered would be of interest to our members.  Send your ad by e-mail to 
ralphnchristineadams@earthlink.net or regular mail to Ralph Adams, 4019 Levonshire, Houston, TX 77025.  If you like, please include a photograph 
of items to be sold. 

* * * * * 
2006 OUTINGS SCHEDULE 

 
Our outings schedule is a work-in-progress.  Here are the 

trips we have currently scheduled for 2006.  Sometimes dates and 
places change, so check here regularly.  Blue font indicates a 
change has been made since the last issue of Wind Knots. 

 
To volunteer as a trip leader, contact fresh water outings 

chairman Clarke Thornton or salt water outings chairman Scott 
Fossum.  Their telephone numbers and email addresses are on the 
Executive Committee listing later in this issue.  Fresh water trips 
are designated [F], salt water [S] in the listings below. 
 

 
[S]  July 22 – "Port O’Connor One Fly Tournament." 
Rotating crystal trophy up for grabs.  Greatest total inches of fish 
caught on 1st fly tied on wins.  No entry fee & you get a free meal 
(what a deal).  Boat, boat ride or kayak required.  Scott Fossum leader 
(contact information on Executive Committee listing).  
 
[S]  August – Redfish Rodeo. 
 
[F]  August 12 – San Marcos, TX – bass and panfish, led by Clarke 
Thornton. 
 
[F]  September 16-17 – Frio River – bass and panfish, led by Clarke 
Thornton. 
 
[S]  September 23-24 – "Padre Island Surf Fest."  Fish Padre Island 
National Seashore guided by Capt. Billy Sandifer for speckled trout, 
ladyfish, tarpon, and jack crevalle.  Optional camping on beach.  
Estimated cost of $125 for one day of guided fishing, the second day 
is on your own.  $50 non-refundable deposit required to reserve space, 
led by Ralph Adams. 
 
[S]  October – South Padre Island, leader needed. 
 
[F]  October 28 – Damon, TX, the Seven Lakes at Damon – bass and panfish, led by Clarke Thornton. 
 
[S]  November – Location TBD – led by Aaron Hammer. 
 
[F]  November 18 – Guadalupe River, Sattler, TX – rainbow trout, led by Clarke Thornton. 
 
December – No outings. 
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* * * * * 

 

TEXAS FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

 
Jerry Loring 
President 
Home:  713-464-8687 
Cell:  713-875-4289 
jerrytms@flash.net 
 
[Position Vacant] 
VP Programs 
 
Mark Jones 
Secretary / Membership 
Home:  713-466-1539 
mdjones54@hotmail.com 
 
Rick Rawls 
Treasurer / Auction 
Work:  713-666-7100 
Home:  713-830-5446 
rick@parkatbellaire.com 
 
 
 
 

Corey Rich 
Legal 
Work:  713-864-1888 
Home:  713-621-6071 
corey.rich@aya.yale.edu 
 
Clarke Thornton 
Freshwater Outings 
Work:  713-512-3657 
Home:  713-641-0022 
cthornton@ehshouston.org 
 
Scott Fossum 
Saltwater Outings 
Work: 281-604-4949 
Home: 281-480-6053 
scott.fossum@akzonobel-pc.com 
 
Ralph G. Adams, Jr. 
Wind Knots 
Work:  713-767-5134 
Home:  713-664-0491 
adamsfamilytx@sbcglobal.net 

 

Frank Schlicht 
Education / Fly Tying Festival 
Home:  281-392-5296 
aged_sage@hotmail.com 

 
 

Dave Kelly 
Webmaster 
Home:  936-894-1710 
daveekelly@earthlink.net 

 
 

Mike Willis 
Special Events 
Work:  713-223-7041 
Home:  713-721-4755 
mwillis@us.ca-indosuez.com 

 
Troy Miller 
Fly Casting 
Work:  713-466-2322 
Home:  979-865-5117 
Troy.Miller@bakeroiltools.com 

 
* * * * * 

 
 

About Wind Knots 
 

 Wind Knots is your monthly newsletter, and it needs your help – otherwise we'll run out of things to print.  E-
mail your articles, photos, artwork, graphics, fishing news, tall tales, lies, and letters to the editor to 
adamsfamilytx@sbcglobal.net not later than the 10th of the month for that month's issue.  Be sure to put the 
words Wind Knots in the subject line of your e-mail.  If you don't, I might think it's spam or worse and delete it 
before opening. 
 
 If you have digital photos, please send them via e-mail in .JPG format.  If you have paper photos, mail them 
to Corey Rich, 2900 Weslayan, Suite 545, Houston, TX  77027.  Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
for their return. 
 
 The preferred form for text – stories, letters, and so forth – is in Microsoft Word.  Please try to keep your 
offerings in the 800 to 1,000 word range, or less.  If you send photos along with an article, proposed captions are 
appreciated. 
 
 Wind Knots is posted on the club's Web site as soon as it becomes available.  Check 
www.texasflyfishers.org regularly for the latest newsletter and other news of interest. 

 
 

* * * * * 
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Texas Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 571134 
Houston, TX 77257-1134 
 
 
 

 Texas Flyfishers Membership Application 
 
Please check one:      ‘  New Application          ‘  Renewal 
 
 To join Texas Flyfishers or renew your membership, please complete this form and mail it with your check 
to the address below, or bring it with you to one of our monthly meetings.  All memberships expire June 30th of 
each year, and renewals are due July 1st.  New members, please pro-rate your payment for the number of months 
between now and the end of June, inclusive.  Our monthly meetings are held on the last Tuesday of every month 
(except December), beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Dues are for (check one):   ‘ Individual at $24 a year        ‘ Family at $32 a year      ‘ Student at $16 a year 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home phone: _________________________  Work phone: ___________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________ 
 

TEXAS FLYFISHERS 
P.O. BOX 571134 

HOUSTON, TX  77257-1134 


