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The Final Break-in
Despite having my boat 18 months, I’d never consid-
ered it fully broken in. Yes, I’d run aground, added 
things, taken things off, had a flat tire and even 
tried running it across dry land (not recommended). 
But it still lacked one remaining experience — going 
offshore. Being the reluctant kind, or is it the scared 
kind, had kept me from taking my flat bottomed 
tunnel hull offshore. The monster fish and scream-
ing reels from fishing offshore had eluded me. This 
problem was solved one November Sunday on a 
trip that began as a redfishing trip and transfer of 
my secret fishing spots to Steve in the far reaches 
of Christmas Bay. Steve and I launched at Bastrop 
Marine at a reasonable 8:00 a.m. Our first stop at 
a secret spot in Bastrop Bayou yielded no fish and 
very few prospects. After 20 minutes it was time for 
the second secret spot in Christmas Bay. Dead calm 
conditions awaited us, but 30 minutes of poling, 
one redfish sighted, and no bait visible convinced 
Steve that my secret spots weren’t worth learning. 
Despite failures, we went on to the third secret spot.

Continued on Page 3

by Scott Fossum
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January 28, 2003
Monthly club meeting featuring Billy 
Sandifer, a colorful guide from North 
Padre Island who guides in the surf and 
bays.  7:00 p.m., Holiday Inn on I-10 
between Antoine and Silber.

January 31 – February 2, 2003
The Outdoorsman’s Fishing & Hunting 
Expo at the Reliant Arena. 

February 1, 2003
Fly Tying Festival, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Holiday Inn on I-10 between Antoine and 
Silber. Details elsewhere in this issue.

February 25, 2003
Monthly club meeting featuring Chuck 
Uzzle.  When most of us think of fish-
ing in saltwater in Texas, we think about 
Galveston Bay or further south.

Chuck guides in the Sabine Lake area 
and puts his clients on lots of fish there. 
7:00 p.m., Holiday Inn on I-10 between 
Antoine and Silber.

March 25, 2003
Monthly club meeting, speaker to be 
announced. 7:00 p.m., Holiday Inn on 
I-10 between Antoine and Silber.

March 29 & 30, 2003
Shallow Water Expo at the Reliant 
Arena. This is a great show, expecially if 
you fish in salt water.

Christmas Party Awards
Banquet Follow-up

Thanks to all of you for the wonderful 
and enjoyable time Barbara and I had 
hosting the Christmas Party and Awards 
Banquet. Hope you had as much fun as 
we did. What wonderful fellowship it 
was. The only thing lacking was cran-
berry sauce. 

Frank Schlicht did a masterful job of 
planning and coordinating who brought 
what to eat and drink. There were dips 
and sauces, salads and fruit, and dishes 
of shrimp, carrots, and pasta to compli-
ment the main entree of baked turkey and 
smoked ham. Somewhere missing in the 
mix was two cans of cranberry sauce.

Two awards for meritorious service 
were presented. Joe DeForke was rec-
ognized for serving as outings chair-
man and vice president of programs. 
For many years past, Joe has donated 
a combination of maps and flies for 
our annual auction. This has resulted in 
many hundreds of dollars for our club. In 
addition, Joe helped create a masterful 
method of drifting a boat for sight cast-

ing which he presented to the club at 
one of our meetings. Pssssst, he’s a great 
cook and would know what to do with 
cranberry sauce.

Corey Rich was recognized for fif-
teen plus years of service to the Texas 
Flyfishers. Currently, he is our Windknots 
editor, a position he also held some 
years back. Perhaps Corey is best 
known as our auctioneer for our annual 
auction, where he can really gin up the 
bidding. This may help explain why he 
is a successful lawyer, but does he know 
where the cranberry sauce is?

The only serious fowl up (pardon the 
pun) of the night was by yours truly. 
While carving the first turkey, I punc-
tured the container holding the bird, 
which allowed a steady seep of turkey 
drippings to escape down the leg of 
the butcher block, onto the floor. David 
Behr and others pitched in to help clean 
up my mess. If only they had found the 
cranberry sauce.

In years past, TFF would rent a hall or 
room and host a more formal sit down 
dinner along with the awards ceremony. 
Vargo’s, the Rice Faculty Club, the 

University of Houston Club, and several 
restaurants and clubs served as past 
settings. Last year, Mike and Suzanne 
Eberhard hosted the event at their home. 
Now, for the second consecutive year, 
the tradition of hosting the annual ban-
quet at the President’s home has been 
established. Personally I like this new 
tradition. The atmosphere is warm and 
open to socializing and visitation. 

Regarding the cranberry sauce, this 
was actually a minor issue. Because 
of the abundance of tasty dishes Frank 
Schlicht assembled, nobody missed the 
cranberry sauce at all. Frank knew all 
along who last had possession of the 
missing sauce. He arrived early and 
gave it to me. I couldn’t remember 
where I put the two cans until the next 
morning. That’s when I found them, 
beside the orange juice in the freezer. 
Next year we will have plenty of cran-
berry sauce.  

Thanks for a great time,
Jerry and Barbara Loring

President’s Corner BY JERRY “BUGGYWHIP” LORING

President, Texas Flyfishers

Upcoming Events
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Break-In
Neither of us was very optimistic. After 
all, when has a third-string secret spot 
ever worked? 10 a.m. No visible fish or 
bait activity on a dead calm bay, slack 
tide, no beer, and no confidence that 
anything would change. Fortunately, 
calm heads prevailed and we forgot 
about going home and decided on the 
radical (for us anyway): Head to the 
Pass and cruise the beach for reds. 

The Pass was dead, as it usually is 
during slack tide, and as we were trying 
to decide whether to cruise the beach 
toward Galveston or Freeport, we spot-
ted some birds. As we neared, there 
were lots of birds, maybe covering ten 
acres. Fish weren’t solid, but schools 
would come through and sight cast-
ing yielded Spanish mackerel. Unlucky 
for us, we didn’t get cut off. Unlucky, 
because the fish were so small. Even so, 
our fishing prowess and expert abilities 
were reconfirmed by an hour of catching 
one-pound mackerel. Full of confidence, 
we left them biting to find fish worthy of 
our abilities. Small problem, where to 
go? Out to sea of course.

We saw no birds. We saw weeds, 
but no weed lines. We saw no boats. 
We saw no fish. On we went. We 
headed to an oil platform in the dis-
tance. We’d read the articles — big 
fish are caught around platforms so we 
decided to fish at one. No other boats 
there, hmmm… Is that because there are 
no fish or because other fishermen are 
stupid? We jumped to conclusion that 
they were stupid.

What to rig up with? Between the 
two of us, we had two seven-weights, 
a six-weight and a five-weight, nothing 
heavier than bead chain eyes, nothing 
larger than size four hook. It works for 

reds, it must work for these monsters, 
we thought. Steve took the bow and I 
the poling platform. It was so calm that 
standing and casting from poling platform 
was rock solid. On my second cast at the 
platform and I saw a fish take. Two sec-
onds later the backing was showing, and 
two seconds later the line stopped. I was 
on the poling platform with a severely 
bowed rod, but it didn’t feel right. Hung 
up and good. I tried breaking the leader, 
but it didn’t work. After consultation, we 
cleated it off and used 130 horsepower 
to help. The motor broke it alright, smack 
dab in the middle of the fly line. This had 
me really wondering about those Orvis 
Wonderlines. Time to develop a plan. 
Next big one caught near the rig would 
energize the other to start the boat and 
pull away from the rig. We made 15 or 
so drifts past the rig and had leaders cut, 
fish on, or fish caught on most drifts. I was 
up to a 25-pound hard Mason leader and 
was still cut off by a jack. Ling did every-
thing but eat the fly… they followed, they 
mouthed, but they would not eat. Finally it 
came together and Steve got a ling to bite 
on the surface after a 30-foot cast. As the 
reel screamed, I started up and backed 
away from the rig. The choreography 
worked and 12 minutes later it was at the 
side of the boat. It showed 15.9 pounds 
on the scale. A few photos later it swam 
away to be caught another time. 

The afternoon was getting long and the 
bite slowed so we headed back in, all the 
time planning the next offshore trip. Your 
boat or mine? Do we need a ten-weight 
outfit? How big can the waves be? Why did 
we leave our big fish stuff at home? What 
kind of flies, leader, and lines do we need. 
Who do we know with an offshore boat? 
Would chum help? Offshore fly fishing is 
definitely in this year’s plans and I’ve got the 
fun task of assembling a whole new fishing 
kit. What better excuse for new equipment. 
Hope to see y’all offshore.  
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5000 Westheimer
Suite 620

Houston, Texas 77056
713-993-9981

15% off of all
Fly-tying Materials for

all TFF Members.

Orvis Houston
5848 Westheimer Rd.,
Houston, TX, 77057

713-783-2111
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Leaning back on his front Port O’Connor 
porch at the end of a beautiful 
December day, Corey Rich commented 
that going fishing was what mattered 
most, and that many of his and Tira’s 
best flyfishing days on the Texas coast 
occurred in December, January, or 
February. Granted, he injected, the 
weather had to cooperate, but blessed 
with a pleasant sunny, balmy day, fish 
could be readily located and caught. 
Add the fact that the flats are almost 
deserted during this time of year, and 
the fishing could indeed be memorable. 

Not many of us are meteorologists; 
therefore the biggest challenge is to 
catch that good weather day. Water 
clarity during winter is usually good. 
Since the sun is low, the day should 
be bright with few, if any, clouds. The 
wind must be favorable. Tides need 
to be somewhat normal. Temperature 
should be in some type of warming 
trend. Certainly, no cold norther can be 
blowing through. Given good conditions 
like these, I realized, Corey was indeed 
correct. Whether shrewd or lucky, you 
simply have to be fishing at the right 
moment, regardless of the season.

How lucky are we to live near and 
fish the Texas Gulf Coast. Thank God for 
the heat and humidity, or we would be 
swamped with far too many flyrods on 
the flats. If you search back in the mid-
dle 1800s in the ledgers of county sher-
iffs of many eastern states you can still 
find the entry “GTT” beside the name 
of a wanted criminal. That meant “gone 
to Texas.” The probability was high that 
the wanted person would quickly perish 
in the harsh, lawless badlands of Texas. 
Therefore, GTT was interpreted to mean 
justice had been served. 

Lawlessness finally left Texas, but the 
heat and humidity stayed. Our weather 
is generally hot, and it takes a huge 
mass of cold arctic air to drop tempera-
tures far enough below freezing to dev-
astate our fishing. While not common, it 
happens. Our last “killer freeze” was the 
winter of 1989/1990. “Killer freeze” is 
wording taken from Joe Doggett of the 
Houston Chronicle. Joe uses that term 
often and it is an apt descriptive handle. 

Chic Williams and I, with spouses, 
had reserved a condo in South Padre 
Island City over the 1989 Christmas 
holidays. Our plan was to fish by day 
and party the Felíz Año Nuevo away, 
across the border, by night. Those plans 
were interrupted by a tremendous blast 
of frigid Arctic air, tumbling down the 
east face of the Rocky Mountains. The 
temperature dropped to 12 degrees 
at the boat dock. Ice formed along 
the shorelines of the Laguna Madre. 
The temperature in Cancún, Mexico 
dropped to 37 degrees. Fish were 
killed by the thousands from South Bay 
on the Mexican border to Sabine Lake 
bordering Louisiana. This was a true 
killer freeze. To make matters worse, six 
weeks later in February, the temperature 
hovered between 26 and 31 degrees 
for four consecutive days. The tempera-
ture never climbed over freezing during 
this period. The results were devastating 
to our Texas Coast. 

There are varying opinions and esti-
mates, but many believe that 30 to 50 
percent of the fish in Texas bays died 
during those two freezes. Besides the 
loss of fish, the bays were impacted 
in other negative ways. Brown tide 
returned to the Baffin Bay area and is 
still there. Guides were forced to get an 
RJ (real job). Vegetation disappeared 

in many bays. Before 1989, you could 
not wade along the south shoreline 
of East Matagorda Bay without pick-
ing your feet up off bottom to clear the 
grass. After those two freezes, the grass 
was gone. It disappeared just like the 
grass in Pringle Lake, Shoalwater Lake, 
Twin Lakes, Copano Bay, Redfish Bay, 
Corpus Christi Bay, and the main cut 
from Yarborough Flats into the Nine-Mile 
Hole. South of the Land Cut, vegetation 
was impacted less severely. In this area, 
the grass started growing back later that 
summer. Yes, it was a slow year fishing 
on the coast in 1990; not completely 
ruined, just slow.

But, Mother Nature rebounded. 
Within two years the fish and seagrass 
returned. With good management, the 
total biomass of fish stocks increased to 
new high levels. Mother Nature rebound-
ed just like she had after the other “killer 
freezes” of 1983, and 1973, and 
1964, and 1961, and 1951. You might 
see trend in the dates. Every decade or 
so, WHAMMM! A “killer freeze.” When 
will the next one howl into our bays? 
Probably not this year, with El Niño off 
the California coast pumping Pacific wet 
weather systems across Mexico onto our 
Texas Coast. These milder Pacific weath-
er systems tend to dampen the effects of 
the Arctic fronts. Still, there is no guaran-
tee. A “killer freeze” will happen again, 
but nobody knows when. 

Can weather be managed, changed, 
or altered? Probably not, to any measur-
able degree. Can we participate in man-
aging our fisheries? Certainly, if we get 
involved. Can we learn about weather 
and fisheries and try predicting that 
good weather day? Yes, with a definite 
maybe. Corey is right, going fishing is 
what matters, and winter can be just as 
productive as summer. 

Count Our Blessings
by Jerry Loring
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State Representative Robert Puente, San 
Antonio, and Senator Judith Zaffirini, 
Laredo, have introduced identical bills in 
their respective houses that would ban 
operation of any motor vehicle in any 
protected freshwater area in the state.

It seems that off-roaders in monster 
trucks have assaulted streambeds in the 
state, taking advantage of a current lack 
of any restrictions on driving in these 
sensitive areas. The bills, H.B. 305 and 
S.B. 155, would put an end to that.

The bills define “motor vehicle” as “any 
wheeled or tracked vehicle, machine, 

tractor, trailer, or semitrailer propelled or 
drawn by mechanical power and used to 
transport persons or things.”

“Protected freshwater area” means 
“that portion of the bottom, bed, or bank 
of any navigable river or stream.” It does 
not include that portion of the bottom, 
bed, or bank that lies below tidewater 
limits or that is privately owned.

The bills still allow government vehicles 
on official business, owners of the adja-
cent property engaged in normal agri-
cultural purposes, a person responding 
to an emergency, and a few other minor 

exceptions.
Importantly, all peace officers, includ-

ing TP&WD game wardens, will have 
enforcement powers. Violations are a 
Class C misdemeanor.

We encourage you to contact your 
own state representatives and senators 
and the heads of the house and senate 
natural resources committees to voice 
your strong support of this important 
conservation measure. Bigfoot has no 
business running over the fish, fauna 
and flora of our streams.  

Saturday, March 15 has been selected 
as the date for our annual auction. 
The location is the same as last year, 
Bethany Church on Westheimer between 
River Oaks Boulevard and Kirby Drive. 

Because this is the only fundraiser 
Texas Flyfishers holds each year, it is 
very, very important. Our budget is 

funded by annual dues (25%), 
sales at the monthly meeting 
(10%), miscellaneous income 
(5%) and the annual auction 

(60%). Obviously the auction provides 
the majority of the funds required for 
meetings, speakers, instructional classes, 
and outings. 

Those of you who have participated 
before know of the bargain prices you can 
sometimes get for quality used gear, art, 
and guided trips. The concept is simple. 
Members donate new or used equipment, 
tackle, rods, art, or just about anything 

to do with fly-fishing, the outdoors, rec-
reation, or training. Local outfitters really 
help our cause by donating quality items 
from their shops. Also, friendly guides do 
their part by donating trips.

There is a silent auction, a live auc-
tion, a raffle, and an unbeatable spa-
ghetti lunch for $5.00. Now is the time 
to sort out what you can donate. Bring 
it to the next meeting if possible. Thank 
you for your consideration and support.  

Rick Rawls, Auction Chairman

Eliot Tucker, former president of the Club, 
is buying a new boat and selling a clas-
sic.  Karankaway, a Dolphin Backcountry 
16-foot Florida Keys bonefish skiff, was 
one of the first such boats on the Texas 
coast. Countless redfish and not a few 
trout have crossed its gunnels. Some say 
the boat can find fish on  its own. 

The boat is old and wily but its 70 
hp Johnson and roll-on roll-off trailer 
with electric winch are relatively new. 
Included in the $10,000 price are a 
push pole, VHF radio and antenna, 
poling platform, pole gripper, anchor, 
automatic bilge pump, center console, 
vented installed 27 gal. gas tank which 

levels the boat if you are poling alone, 
and more. The boat itself weighs 500 lb. 
and poles sweetly and quietly.  The boat 
is great for fishing Port O’Connor and 
Port Aransas, but would not do well on 
a rough day in Galveston Bay, due to its 
low freeboard design.

Eliot can be reached at 713-228-1521 
during business hours. Give him a call if 
you’re interested.  

2003 TEXAS FLYFISHERS AUCTION

BILL TO PROTECT STREAMS FROM OFF-ROADERS

Karankaway is for sale

NOTICE
!
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by Kim Ryals, SE Coordinator
Volunteer Operations, Trout Unlimited

Not long ago, I worked as an agency 
biologist in the west. My charge was to 
begin a program to develop urban fish-
eries. I knew I had all the tools for this 
— communications, marketing, fundrais-
ing, coordinating volunteers, PR — all 
modern fish skills today, right?

What I learned troubled me, and I 
hope it troubles you. There’s growing 
concern that people are fishing less. 
Think that means better opportunities for 
you personally? Hmmm….

The following have increased tremen-
dously over the last 20 years:

Birdwatching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236%
Hiking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196%
Backpacking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166%
Snowmobiling . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107%
Walking. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91%
Off-roading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89%
Primitive camping . . . . . . . . . . . . 82%
Developed camping . . . . . . . . . . 76%
Downhill skiing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67%
Swimming in natural waters . . . . . 64%

Not much related to water, huh? 
Boating was up there, but it’s position 
was attributed to jetskiers, not often 
thought of as aquatic stewards. Not only 
are there few activities listed that instill 
aquatic stewardship, but most require 
cutting down flora and building trails! In 
many places, sedimentation from poorly 
maintained trails is a major threat to 
cold water. And don’t forget that anglers 
and hunters, a segment of recreation-
ists who aren’t growing, pay (regularly) 
for the great outdoors! Licenses gener-
ate mucho revenue to keep nice places 
intact. Are we getting our money’s 
worth? Are we shouldering a dispropor-
tionate amount of the load? After having 
picked up the ticket for the meal, are we 
sometimes asked to leave the banquet? 
Are the “free” activities mucking up the 
waters, so to speak?

Fishing has stagnated or declined 
recently, according to national surveys. 
Although license sales have increased 
in a handful of states, most have experi-
enced a slowing or decline. Most investi-
gators attribute declines to urbanization, 

lack of access, and participants devoting 
time to other activities. Overall, license 
sales experienced a 6.9% increase over 
the same time the “Top 10” activities 
boomed.

Everyone understands how fish-
ing is supported, yes? Management, 
biologists, habitat improvement, access, 
research — they’re supported by license 
sales. Fees go directly into your state’s 
budget for fishing. There’s also another 
source of major funding: the Sportfish 
Restoration Act. Some consider it the 
most successful conservation act in the 
world! A tax is charged on all equip-
ment at the manufacturer’s level. This 
money goes to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which turns around and redis-
tributes it to states, based on the follow-
ing formula:

Funding = size of state + # of licenses

Your state’s size is fixed. The only 
way you qualify for federal funding (or 
lose it) is the number of licenses sold. 
A decrease in sales can cut a fisheries 
budget from say, 12 million to 9 million 

The Future 
of Fishing
    What’s at Stake, and
    Why Should You Care?
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dollars annually. Think your fisheries 
personnel are strapped for cash now? 
These declines are both direct and indi-
rect hits — “a smaller piece of a smaller 
pie”! Incidentally, I’ve never been to a 
meeting involving agencies and conser-
vation groups where money wasn’t a 
complaint. Have you?

Consider this: 90% of freshwater 
anglers in this country begin fishing 
before age 13! If you don’t “hook” them 
early, you’ve lost them, likely forever, as 
a life-long funding source and steward 
of freshwater.

It’s difficult to become an angler. 
The Recreational Boating and Fishing 
Foundation identified factors leading 
youth to fishing: 

1) Introduction (that first tug on the line)
2) access to equipment
3) access to a fishery 
4) a mentor
5) social support

Fishing, historically, has been passed 
between generations, by a parent or 
other relative. The mentor and social 
support were built into this loose sys-
tem of “passing it on”. Urbanization 
and isolation from fisheries, combined 
with family structure changes, have 
caused recruitment to become “sketchy.” 
Increased demands on time and tenden-
cies to look for “quick fixes” also cause 
people to “sign up” for quick clinics. 
How-to seminars have helped the “Top 
10” activities get huge! Stores will show 
me how to set up a tent, and if I’d like to 
go birding, I’d need a set of binoculars 
and a book. How would I take up fish-
ing in midlife? 

Newsweek once described kids’ 
active, stressful, busy lives. Many are 
“buffet” kids, selecting an hour of music, 
followed by 2 hours of soccer, and 2 
hours of internet … during which parents 

act much as chauffeurs. One woman felt 
progressive in that she “made sure her 
children went outside for 45 minutes a 
day” and another joked about how her 
toddler becomes disoriented outside the 
mini-van. Throughout, music, organized 
sports, and computers were mentioned 
53 times in 4 pages. No outdoor recre-
ation was ever mentioned in the article 
— not even the “top 10.” 

The average Trout Unlimited member 
is 50 years old. I’ve asked TU groups 
who will take care of cold water when 
they’re gone. Answers seem vague. 
I’ve heard “the up and coming 20-year-
olds.” To that, I respond “Where are 
they tonight? I wonder if they’re hiking… 
or birding… or on the internet?” 

When will they appear? Did they 
fish early on, but are currently taking a 
break? How will we interest them? Will 
they come??

A survey of state and other fishery 
agencies showed only 4 out of 62 
polled had “marketing” programs for 
fish.

Seventy-five percent of anglers who 
give up fishing quote the reason “not 
enough time.” We still have 24 hours in 
a day. Where do ex-anglers spend their 
time?

The Sports Authority claims that busi-
ness analysts never ask how Orvis is 
doing. They only ask about Nike or 
inline skates. Other industries continually 
work with retailers to involve potential 
participants. 

Responsive Management’s survey of 
flyfishers suggests over 50% had been in 
it less than five years, and many trying 
the sport are dropping out in droves.

The three largest animal rights groups 
have one million members and a budget 
of $37 million. They often target schools 
with mascots (“Gill” the Fish and “Kris B 
Carrot”) to deliver their message to kids. 
Recent propaganda featured a picture 

of the “family dog” with a hook through 
its mouth. No matter how you feel about 
these groups, the point is their numbers 
and funding allow their message to get 
to many. Where’s our message?

Only thirteen percent of non-anglers 
report seeing anything in the past year 
that would interest them or teach them 
about fishing. The good news? Eighty-
five percent of non-anglers approve of 
recreational fishing!

Wildlife management is a public 
process. I’ve been to public meetings 
involving natural resources, and not seen 
one angler there! Vocal and organized 
attendees are heard, regardless what 
activity they represent. 

By now I hope you’re deep in thought! 
Here it is, an activity youth love to try, 
but that’s a little hard to get started in. 
Once hooked, though, fishers become 
the permanent stewards of the fishery. 
The quality and survival of fishing 
depends on new participants. And yet 
…

Where is its formal plan to promote it, 
protect it, pass it on? 

Little private corporate money is 
available. Agencies are strapped for 
cash. Outdoor recreation falls into the 
hands of the “users.” But fishing (and 
the license sales that support it!) will be 
“competing” with the “Top 10”, and 
most of those activities are either easier 
to get into, promoted by a booming 
industry, or both! 

Who’s responsible for passing fish-
ing on, and ensuring the recruitment of 
lifelong stewards and funding sources? 
YOU ARE! Fish and fishing is the natural 
“hook” to aquatic stewardship. Don’t let 
it slip away. Get organized, get vocal, 
and get out there. Get involved and 
make a difference. 

Clean, cold, water doesn’t “just 
 happen”!  



8

T e x a s  F l y F i s h e r s

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 38

T e x a s  F l y F i s h e r s

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 3

LOCAL TROUT STOCKING

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is stocking local sites with rainbow trout again this year.
Both Joe Doggett and Doug Pike have published the locations and dates in recent columns in the

Houston Chronicle, but in case you missed them, here they are again.
Please note that the dates are tentative. Don’t forget that you need the $7 trout stamp on your

fishing license if you don’t have the Super Combo license. If you are exempt from needing a license,
you are also exempt from needing the stamp, according to Doggett’s article.

•  Albert Sallas County park, New Caney, Jan. 17
•  American Legion Park Pond, Missouri City, Jan. 10

•  Bane Park Lake, Spring, Jan. 9
•  Bates M. Allen Park, Missouri City, Jan. 24

•  Burke-Crenshaw Lake, Pasadena, Jan. 6
•  Carl Barton Jr. Park Pond, Conroe, Jan. 16

•  Burroughs Park Pond, Spring, Jan. 9
•  Eisenhower Park Pond, Houston, Jan. 21
•  Eldridge Park Pond, Sugar Land, Feb. 6

•  First Capitol Park Pond, West Columbia, Dec. 8
•  Herman Brown Park Pond, Houston, Feb. 11

•  Kitty Hollow Lake, Missouri City, Jan. 24
•  Mary Jo Peckham Park, Houston, Jan. 16

•  Resoft Park Lake, Alvin, Feb. 6
•  Seabourne Creek Park, Rosenberg, Jan. 30

•  Sheldon State Park Children’s Lake No. 1, Feb. 6
•  Tom Bass III, Houston, Jan. 21

If you plan to keep and eat your fish (you might as well,
because they won’t survive the heat of summer) remember that the limit is five fish per day.  

Bane Park, located at the corner 
of Gessner and West Little York, 
1 block north of 290
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Some months 
ago I solic-
ited volunteers 
to help Boy 
Scouts earn 
the new fly 
fishing merit 
badge. Tom 

Lyons and I met with the Southwest Area 
Round Table on December 5. (This is 
the area scout masters group.) We were 
well received and the group expressed 
a lot of interest in our offer to assist 

them. Surprisingly, several scout masters 
were unaware of this new merit badge. 
It was agreed that our offer would be 
pursued after the holidays. I will contact 
the appropriate Round Table members 
to finalize the details of our participa-
tion in the next few weeks. If you did not 
sign up as a volunteer last October and 
would like to be involved, please contact 
me at 281-437-6915.  

Thanks for your interest.
Frank Schlicht

OUTDOOR SHOW
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Outdoorsman’s Fishing 

& Hunting Expo will be 

held at Reliant Arena on 

January 31st - February 2, 

2003. We will need volun-

teers to work at our booth 

tying flies and/or talking 

with prospective members. 

We will also be staffing the 

casting pond and provide 

basic lessons for children 

and adults.

The Shallow Water Expo 

will be held at Reliant 

Arena on March 29th and 

30th, 2003. We will need 

volunteers to work at our 

booth tying flies and/or 

talking with prospective 

members.

Please contact Mike Willis 

at 713-721-4755 if you 

would like to work at either 

of these shows or have any 

questions.  

Mark your calendars. The Texas 
Flyfishers will host the Eleventh Annual Fly 
Tying Festival on February 1, 2003. 
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Place: The 
Holiday Inn on I-10 at Antoine, in the 
large conference room on the ground 
floor where our monthly club meetings 
are held.

Forty-five to fifty of the best fly tiers 
around, invited by the Festival organiz-
ers, will demonstrate their skills. You’ll 
have the chance to sit right opposite 
them at the tying table and learn their 
tricks and techniques.

For those who haven’t taken up the art 
of tying your own, there will be a begin-

ners table with hands-on instructions 
from seasoned tiers. This is especially 
fun for the youngsters.

This year there will be a raffle in 
which you can win quality tying materi-
als and related gear. And there will be 
vendor booths where you can pick up 
materials and tools for your own tying 
bench.

General admission is $10 for individu-
als; seniors (over 65) $8; and those 
under 18, $5. There is a special $14 
rate for the entire family, so bring every-
one and save.

Don t miss the Festival! Its one of the 

club s best events.  

Several members have recently asked 
about the possibility of the club conduct-
ing a rod building class.  I have good 
news for you.  Kenny Murph is currently 
conducting a rod building class at I Fly, 
Angler’s Edge. There is normally a $200 
dollar fee for this course, but Kenny is 
offering it free, as long as you purchase 
all materials from Angler’s Edge.  Kenny 
has rod blanks and other necessary 

components priced to fit most any pocket 
book.  If you are interested in learning 
how to build a rod, and at the same time 
save some money, contact Kenny at 713-
993-9981.  This is an opportunity to learn 
how to build a rod from one of the area’s 
master rod builders.  
 
Frank Schlicht

ATTENTION ALL POTENTIAL ROD BUILDERS

ELEVENTH ANNUAL FLY TYING FESTIVAL

BOY SCOUT FLYFISHING MERIT BADGE UPDATE
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The Best in Kayaks,
canoes, outdoor clothing,

travel gear and fly fishing equipment

5808 S. Rice Ave
Houston, Texas 77081

The Complete Fly Shop at Cut Rate Fishing Tackle
8933 Katy Freeway • Houston, Texas 77024• (713)827-7762

12800 Gulf Freeway • Houston, Texas 77034 • (281) 481-6838

POP QUIZ
(This article first appeared in the Capt. 
Corey’s Comments column of the March 
1991 issue of Wind Knots.)

OK; class. Time for a pop quiz. Ten 
questions; multiple choice.

1.  Mashing or filing the barb makes it 
easier to:

a.) set the hook
b.) remove the hook from the fish
c.) remove the hook from your ear
d.)  remove the hook from your fishing 

partner’s ear
e.) all of the above.

2.  If you are really serious about catch-
ing one, for which of the following 
species might you not want to debarb 
your hook?

a.) redfish
b.) speckled trout
c.) jack crevalle
d.) ladyfish.

3.  If a redfish has its nose down and its 
tail up out of the water, it is:

a.) mooning
b.) tailing
c.) behaving foolishly.

4. In high wind, pros suggest:
a.) a lighter line on the same rod
b.) a heavier line on the same rod
c.) a Zebco spin-cast outfit.

5. For short, quick casts, pros suggest:
a.) a lighter line on the same rod
b.) a heavier line on the same rod
c.) a Zebco spin-cast outfit.

6.  To throw a heavy fly, e.g. an epoxy-
bodied or lead-weighted fly:

a.) throw a bigger loop
b.) use a shorter leader
c.) use a heavier line on the same rod
d.) all of the above.

7. An IGFA class tippet must be:
a.)  not more than 15” including the knots
b.)  at least 15” but not more than 24” 

including the knots
c.)  at least 15” but not more than 24” 

excluding the knots
d.) at least 15” excluding the knots.

8. An IGFA shock tippet must be:
a.) made of monofilament material only
b.) at least 12” long including the knots
c.)  not more than 12” from the hook eye 

to the single strand of class tippet
d.) none of the above.

9.  Match the following proper names 
(letters) with their corresponding nick-

names (numbers):
 A tarpon; B sheepshead; C red drum; D 
jack crevalle; E ladyfish; F stingray; G 
gafftopsail catfish; H Atlantic menhaden.

 1 sharptail flounder; 2 yellow peril; 3 
tourist trout; 4 pogie; 5 silver king; 6 
10-pounder; 7 Texas bonefish;
8 convict fish.

Only club members who were active 
in the late 1980s and early 1990s are 
likely to know the answer to the last 
question. Ed.

10.  Regular readers of this column know 
that Pinky

a.) likes to fish naked
b.) is a qualified underwater welder;
c.)  has a license to pilot vessels up to 

100 tons
d.)  is the kind of gal you’d like to have 

with you in a bar fight
e.) all of the above.

The correct answers are listed below. If you dis-

agree, send $10 for each answer you would like 

changed to Corey Rich, 1900 N. Memorial Way, 

Houston, Texas 77007.

ANSWERS:  1-e; 2-b&d; 3-b; 4-a; 5-b;

6-d;7-d; 8-c; 10-e.

Question 9:  A-5; B-8; C-7; D-2; E-6; F-1; G-3; H-4
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WINDKNOTS INFO

The Texas Flyfishers monthly newsletter 
needs your help. Otherwise, we’ll run 

out of  material to print.

Please send your photos, artwork and 
graphic materials to publisher Greg 

Rhodes at
gregr@pegasusdesign.com.

Send articles to editor
Corey Rich, email: 

corey.rich@aya.yale.edu or
fax at 713-864-1292.

All articles, photographs and news-
worthy events are appreciated. If you 
know of any upcoming events other 

members might be interested in please 
let us know so we can keep them 

informed.

Information and articles should be 
submitted before the second week of 

each month.

WEBSITE INFO

Please send your pictures, ideas, links, 
etc... to the TFF webmaster

 e-mail address listed on the web page 
at: http://www.texasflyfishers.org

Norbert Burch
TFF Webmaster

Attention:

Previous issues of the Windknots pub-
lication are now posted online in PDF 
format for downloading and viewing. 
Each new Windknots will be posted 
immediately following it’s release. 

Please keep this in mind if you don’t 
recieve an issue!
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