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The location for the monthly meetings has changed.

The new location will be the Holiday Inn at ???? I-10 / Katy Freeway,
on the south side between Antoine and Silber. The January meeting, and all
subsequent meetings will be held here, as well as the Fly-Tying Festival on

Saturday, February 2nd. If you have any questions, please contact one of the
Executive Committee members if you need additional information.

We hope to see everyone out there.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Thursday nights
Informal fly tying classes are being
held Thursday nights at Bethany
Christian Church on Westheimer and
Bammel. Contact Frank Schlicht for
more information.

January 29, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Buzz
Cox with a presentation on the High
Lonesome Ranch.

February 2, 2002
The next Fly Tying Festival. This will
be our 10th show, and it promises to be
the best one ever.

February 25, 2002
GRTU General Meeting in New
Braunsfels. Contact Mark Marmon for
more details.

February 27, 2002
Guadalupe One-Fly...DRY FLY ONLY.
Contact Mark Marmon for more details.

February 26, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Brad
Hughes with a presentation on the
Alaska PT. Lodge.

March 26, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Marcus
& Johnny with a presentation on the
Guides of Texas.

April 30, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Guide
Randy Chapra with a presentation on
the Middle Coast.

May 28, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Scott &
Kathy Sparrow with a presentation on
the Arroyo City Kingfisher Inn.

June 25, 2002
The monthly meeting featuring Rob
Woodruff with a presentation on the
Pine PT. Lodge.

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t sU p c o m i n g  E v e n t s

Orvis Houston
5848 Westheimer Rd.,
Houston, TX, 77057

713-783-2111

BY MIKE EBERHARD

President, Texas Fly Fishers

Is it just me or have 2000 and 2001
flown by? It seems like yesterday
that we were all involved in Y2K
dilemmas. March of 2000 had me
involved with a daughter's wedding.
Now, March 2002 bodes ominously
with a second daughter's wedding!
Definitely not enough time has
passed or enough money accrued to
make this possible. At this rate, I'll
never be able to afford that Tibor
Reel or the special fishing trip I've
coveted. The good news is that we
have run out of daughters. The bad
news is there is no bad news. We are
blessed with happy, healthy children
and we can still enjoy fishing.

Maybe I'll find some goodies at the
Annual Auction. Jerry Loring is
awaiting your calls to volunteer and
donate treasures to it. It is the Club's
major source of income so we need to

put all our efforts into insuring that
it is a success once again.
Realistically evaluate your accumu-
lated mass of fishing accessories and
part with the stuff you know you
won't ever use again.

Prior to the auction, the Fly Tying
Festival eases the winter fishing dol-
drums. What a fun way to spend a
Saturday in early February!! We have
some great celebrity tyers and local
legends. Don't be intimidated, even
if you don't tie flies, its fun to watch
and enjoy the creative process.
However, if you ever wanted to start
tying, our new classes begin in
January on Thursday evenings. What
a bargain. Call Frank to enroll...you
won't be sorry!!

In case you have already mastered
fly tying, are pinned to the dock by
the weather, but still have the

urge...call Troy. What better time to
work on your casting? The "off sea-
son" is prime time to improve your
casting. He will have classes that fit
your needs. Isn't it time your mas-
tered the double haul?

We have a new meeting place
beginning with the January meeting.
It is the Holiday Inn at the
Silber/Antoine Exit on the south side
of I-10. This is the same location as
the Fly Tying Festival. They made us
a great deal, and no parking prob-
lems or hassles. Hope to see you all,
the first meeting. Joe has promised a
great schedule of speakers.

...The Pres
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FLY TYING
FESTIVAL
Hosted by the Texas Fly Fishers

Fly Tying for everyone......expert, novice or beginner!

EVERYONE mark your calendars for February 2nd,
2002 and plan to attend the Texas Fly Fisher's 10th
annual Fly Tying Festival. Enjoy a unique opportunity to
sit beside, and learn from, some of the best fly tiers in the
nation. Bring along a youngster and introduce them to a
lifelong, fulfilling pastime - fly fishing and fly tying.

The Featured Fly Tyer this year will be Mr. Mike
Martnek, Jr. from Franklin, Massachusetts. Mike is an
avid New England fly fisher and fly tyer with over 40
years experience in the sport. Mike specializes in tying a
variety of streamers including feartherwing-types and
Carrie Stevens. In addition to fishing and tying, Mike has
been featured in a number of publications and wrote a
book titled “Streamer Flys for Trolling and Casting”, which
is now in it’s 4th edition.

Mike will also be at Angler’s Edge on Friday, February 1, tying
from 12:00 to 6:00 P.M, with a slide-show to follow.

• 30+ Fly Tiers from Texas, Louisiana,

• Simultaneous fly tying demonstrations - warm water,
cold water and salt water patterns.

• Programs with closed circuit video for viewing
typing skills up close.

• Beginners' Corner - Hands on instruction. Learn to
tie one of the easiest and most productive flies ever
devised - the Wooly Worm!

• Vendor Booths, with the latest in products
and services.

WHEN: Saturday, February 2nd, 2002 from 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Eight hours of continuous fly
tying demonstrations. Drop in and browse or
stay the whole day.

WHERE: Holiday Inn, 7787 Katy Freeway, (I10 and
Antoine) 713/681-5000.

COST: $10 adults, $8 seniors, $5 under 18 or $14
entire family.

TFF has 300+ members and is an active member club
of the Federation of Fly Fishers. The club is dedicated to
education, conservation and fun. Visitors are welcome to
attend meetings held at 7:00 p.m. on the last Tuesday of
the month (January - November) at the Holiday Inn
Select (North of US 59 between Kirby & Buffalo
Speedway). Check out our homepage:
http://home.att.net/-txflyfishers

1141-05 Uptown
Parkway Blvd

Houston, Texas 77056
713-993-9981

15% off of all
Fly-tying Materials for

all TFF Members.
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Wildlife rumors usually are about a
fish big enough to swallow automo-
biles. A persistent one is that huge
catfish have clamped down on some
unfortunate’s arm and drowned him
(or her). No one ever has seen it, but
many know someone who knew
someone whose cousin was there
when it happened. A Missouri con-
servation agent once used a rumor to
cool a rash of illegal fishing. He
mentioned at the local bait shop that
the conservation department was
stocking alligators. “Sure was quiet
on the river for a while,” the agent
said.

Kentucky allegedly has striped
bass at Lake Cumberland big enough

to snack on coonhounds careless
enough to try for a drink of water at
the lake’s edge. Hawaii has its
Wahiawa Monster. Two beer-drink-
ing anglers in a 14-foot boat strung
a huge seabass. They fell asleep and
were awakened by a commotion and
saw the “monster,” its head beyond
the bow of the boat, tail beyond the
stern. The bass had been partly fil-
leted. They reported a sea monster
had attacked their trophy seabass.
One theory is that the “monster was
two pongee, a species of very large
fish, engaged in spawning behavior,
and that the stringered bass had been
filleted by a mongoose. “But the
anglers got many free dinners and

much publicity,” says William
Devick of the Hawaii conservation
department.

Junior Samples of the TV show
“HEE HAW” fame, got his start in
stand up comedy after telling a
whopper about catching a near
record bass from a pond in Alabama.
Turns out his brother caught the
bass, but Junior had more talent
spinning a tale so he got credit for it
and a start in show business. Who
would have thought fish stories
could be so profitable?

Wit & Wisdom of Fishing
(by Bignami, Jones, Rooney, and Vance)

Mark Lucas, Frank Budd, and com-
pany spent several nights one
October camped out in Sailboat Cove
off the West Side of the Mansfield
Channel. That is way, way down in
the valley. Our quarry was the silver
king, Tarpon & Company, or “The
Man in the Silver Suit”. Hence the
name of our camp, Camp Tarpon, so
designated by a large sign, measur-
ing 2” X 12” X 36”. 

It turns out the sign was longer
than any fish caught during the trip.
However, action was plentiful. The
annual migration of “rain minnows”
(bay anchovies) was in full swing,
and the mackerel and other predator
fish were attacking these pods with a
fury. If you didn’t have a wire leader,
the fly didn’t say long on your line.

These fish have teeth and they cut
through 50 and 80 pound mono like
it was nothing. Once a 40” Ling
(Cobia) followed Frank’s fly right up
to the boat, but did not bite.
Anyway, we got bored and tired of
the mackerel and concentrated on
Tarpon.

Mark fished the inside. The
locals call it the north flat off the
east channel. There is an old sunken
oilfield workover vessel marking the
location. Mark did good enough to
go back several times. Frank and I
fished the outside beachfront. The
Tarpon were found not under the
balls of rain minnows. They were a
couple of miles down the beach, in
the second cut. That’s right, about
100 feet off the sand. There was
quite a school. They were all sizes, 2
feet, to four feet in length. We drift-

ed through them time and time
again for about three hours. They
were splashing, free jumping, and
feeding on the rain minnows and
some larger menhaden. We managed
to get two hookups, no outright
landings. Frank stuck to his sinking
line and big-eyed fly the entire time.
We had a great time. 

It has been three years since I
hooked up to a Tarpon. It feels like
you are standing beside a freeway,
casting into oncoming traffic, when
suddenly, you latch on to a SUV. I
am officially zero for six on Tarpon
hookups. One day it will happen.
Anyway, Camp Tarpon will be set-
ting up again one fine fall weekend.
Sharpen your hooks, grab a tent, and
trail along.

Buggywhip

THERE ARE FISHERS AND FISH TALES – BUT WHY?

CAMP TARPON

Beginners Casting Class start on February 9th and run for four weeks.
They will be held at Lakes at Meyer Park just like always, but we will be starting

them at 1:00 p.m. rather than early morning like we always had been doing.
Please register with Troy Miller at TroyMiller@ev1.net.
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GREAT NEWS, THE AUCTION IS COMING
The annual auction for the Texas Fly Fishers will be held in March of 2002.

Because of a change in ownership, the location will not be the same as last year.
The tentative date we are shooting for is Saturday, March 23rd.

The new location will be announced shortly. 

If you have been before, you know of the many outdoor items you can purchase (sometimes) for a
song. Additionally, there are door prizes, raffles, socializing, and good food. For you first timers, put

it on your schedule and join the fun.

Club members and very friendly merchants and vendors in our area donate all the items auctioned.
So start searching through your gear and equipment to see what you can part with. Don’t forget art
and decorative items. Please bring what you can donate to the club meeting in January. Take it on

yourself to find out what you can get donated.

This is our major fundraiser of the year; we depend on the auction to keep our club going. Most of
the programs, famous speakers, outings, and special events are funded by the auction. Everybody has
something they own that is not used very much. Each year some member of our club really cleans out
his/her closet. Last year John Scarborough was the big donor. Thanks John. To all other TFF mem-

bers, please do what you can to help; we appreciate your support.

Speaking of support, we always need volunteers to help with the auction. Please call Jerry at
713/464-8687 nights to work on the Auction Committee.

Jerry Loring, Auction Chairman

This note is for the benefit of those
of you who did not make it to the
2001 Annual Christmas and Awards
Party, which was hosted by our pres-
ident and his charming wife
Suzanne. We had fifty people sign up
to attend and only had one no-show
that I know of. A great time was had
by all. The food was excellent and
the fellowship was even better.

Each year the Executive
Committee decides whether or not to
recognize any members for their
untiring support of the club and who
have given freely of their time and

talent to help further the goals of the
club, and for asking nothing in
return. This year the club honored
two such individuals, one posthu-
mously. This year's recipients were:
Claude Stone for his many years of
dedication as Education Chairman
and for his leadership of the fly tying
courses and program; and Wright
Guthrie for his many years service as
a Senior Representative-at-Large and
for his service as Chairman of the
Nominating Committee for the past
several years. Claude's widow Linda
and his two children, Kathryn and

David were special guests and
received his award. Each recipient
received one of Judy Lehmberg's
mounted full-dress salmon flies.
Judy seems to outdo herself every
year on these flies, and this year was
no exception.

I would like to express my thanks
to all who made this year's party
such a success, and to remind you to
mark your calendar now for next
year's party.

Frank Schlicht

THE 2001 CHRISTMAS AND AWARDS PARTY
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Here’s the latest information about
the upcoming/pending Speckled
Trout predicament. A meeting is
scheduled in League City on
Thursday the 5th of February at the
Johnny Arolfo Recreation Center,
located at 400 West Walker in
League City. The meeting will start
between 6-7pm. TPWD representa-
tives will be there as well as several
other members of local groups. This
will include commercial interests,
guides and tournament directors.
Yours truly will be there also.

Once again, here’s a brief history of
this issue: Sometime in early 2001,
an organization, the CBGA or
Coastal Bend Guide’s Association,
decided that there were not enough
sow trout being caught in their area.
They followed the appropriate cours-
es of action, and in time TPWD
began listening to their plight.

(Their plight may be legitimate.) If
their concern is coastal wide is not
clear. Evidence from TPWD net
samplings demonstrate that our bay
systems are flourishing with
Speckled Trout. It also demonstrates
that the average size of trout have
diminished. (I don’t have the exact
figures, yet.)

The question TPWD needs an
answer to is: How do we keep every-
one happy with current regulations,
but keep more big fish in the water?
Obviously, options are limitless.
What can we expect in reality? This
is where you, the individual angler,
become part of the solution.

I have my own thoughts as to sug-
gestions for changes. Incidentally, I
do think some change should occur.
Here’s my thought, a slot from 13”
to 23” with a 10 fish bag limit, and
each angler may retain 2 trout 26” or

over. However, my suggestion will
not be your suggestion, nor would it
be the group’s suggestion. My goal is
for each of you to contact me via
mail, e-mail, or phone, and let me
know what you want. I will then
compile all of the suggestions into
the best average I can attain. (Please
have some confidence in me, I’ve had
a year and a half of graduate statis-
tics.) I will then present this compi-
lation as the TFF’s official stance on
the trout issue.
Here’s my information:

Dave M. Behr
11627 Mighty Redwood Dr.
Houston TX 77059
281-480-0722
flytidedmb@hotmail.com

Thanks for your time, and hope for
the best,

- Dave Behr

I Need You!

The Best in Kayaks,
canoes,outdoor clothing,

travel gear and fly fishing equipment

5808 S. Rice Ave
Houston, Texas 77081

LEND A HAND!!
From Feb 23rd to March 3rd, anyone can pick up any crab trap

and discard it as trash. Crabbers have until 12th or 13th, technically, to pick up all of their traps.
TPWD gives these guys a three day grace period. After those three days,

they become trash. Let's get together to get these leftover fish traps.
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WINDKNOTS INFO
The Texas Fly Fishers monthly

newsletter needs your help.
Otherwise, we’ll run out of

material to print. Please send
your newsletter contributions to:

Greg Rhodes
335 West 27th

Houston, TX 77008
gregr@pegasusdesign.com

Home: 713-862-5335
Work: 713-690-7878

or

Evan Watkins
610 West Main, S. 101
League City, TX 77573

ebrooks74@aol.com
Home: 281-414-4590
Work: 281-316-3900

All articles, photographs and
newsworthy events are appreciat-
ed. If you know of any upcoming
events other members might be

interested in please let us know so
we can keep them informed.

Information and articles should be
submitted before the second week

of each month.

WEBSITE INFO
Please send your pictures, ideas,

links, etc... to the TFF webmaster
e-mail address listed on the

web page at:

http://www.texasflyfishers.org

Norbert Burch
TFF Webmaster

Attention:

All previous issues of the
Windknots publication are now

posted online in PDF format for
downloading and viewing. Each
new Windknots will be posted

immediately following it’s release.
Please keep this in mind if you

don’t recieve an issue!
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