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Permit, you better Belize it mon! 
By Norbert Burch 

 
 Punta Gorda is the southern-most port town in Belize with a population 
of around four thousand.  It is a central location for the surrounding villages to 
trade and sell produce, fish, meat, clothing and building materials.  Punta Gorda 
is just “PG” to the locals and anyone who is there more than a day.  The locals 
are very friendly and speak English.  PG is not a tourist trap but more of a base 
camp for charity efforts led by the US Armed Services, private organizations 
like The Texas Mission of Mercy, and, of course, fly fishermen.  The Seafront 
Inn was our base station for the week.  Everything we needed was within 
walking distance of the hotel. 

 
 Mark Lucas fished for ten days and I fished for six, March 3-
13, 2005.  This was my first time to PG and I am already making plans 
to go back.  Mark has fished there for the last three years in March so 
he knew several of the locals and the guides.  Fly fishing for permit is 
a growing resource and the local guides are well adapted to the sport.   
Our guides Sully and Oliver Garbutt use twenty-one foot pangas that 
have been custom fitted with a casting platform, padded bench seat, 
and a Bimini top for when the day heats up.  Permit and bonefish are 
catch-and-release only.   
 

 Most of our fishing was done around the numerous small cays in 
the Gulf of Honduras or the lagoons that are part of a refuge that is 
patrolled daily.  Permit fishing is very challenging in all aspects.  The 
fish are smart, picky eaters and have good eyesight.  The weather in 
March is not usually a problem in PG since it falls during the dry season, 
although it can get windy.  Then there are the crab flies that tend to feel 
like you are trying to cast a marble with a tooth-pick and thread.  I think 
a marble is more aerodynamic than the crab flies we were casting.  A 
nine or ten weight rod is the standard tackle but a good fast eight weight 
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can be used in most conditions except on windy days.  Mark landed three permit and a few bonefish in his ten 
days of fishing.  I was lucky to land two permit and a few bonefish up to three pounds in my six days of 
fishing.  Fishing was slow overall due to two cold fronts that passed through during the week we were there.  
We still averaged ten to fifteen shots at permit per day.  The fish were 
just spooky or would follow the fly but not eat.  The fly that worked 
the best was an olive Bauer crab or “Sour Bauer” as Scully called it. 
 
 Mid-week provided us flat seas and light winds.  We took the 
opportunity to make the one-and-a-half hour boat ride to the Belize 
Barrier Reef which is second in size only to the Great Barrier Reef of 
Australia.  The reef has small islands with houses, palm trees, 

mangroves, and white sand 
beaches.  Large schools of 
bonefish and permit can be found at the reef.  We did manage to catch a 
few bonefish and a permit while at the reef.  Beautiful, clear slick water 
and the coral reef made for an aquarium-like view.  On our way back in 
we spotted two very large hammerhead sharks cruising on the surface 
with their dorsal fins sticking up 
over thirty inches above the 
surface of the water.  We 
estimated one of them to be 
around fifteen feet and the other 

to be over eighteen feet in length.  What a sight.  After a hot day and a 
long boat ride, it was Belikan time!  That night we visited the El 
Pescador lodge located in the hills a few kilometers outside of PG on 
the Rio Grande River.  If you want to catch a permit on a fly check out 
the numerous destinations in Belize.   
 
 Continental Airlines flies direct to Belize City where you connect on Tropic Air to PG or many other 
destinations.  The Seafront Inn can be reached at http://www.seafrontinn.com, 011-501-722-2300.  Our guide 
was Thomas “Scully” Garbutt “The Permit Master” 011-501-772-0145.  
 
 

 
 

* * * * * 
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President's Corner 
by Jerry "Buggywhip" Loring, president, Texas Flyfishers     
 

 
Thanks to the generous support of our members and the hard work from our 

volunteer Auction Committee, our goal for the 2005 annual fundraising auction was 
easily met.  This is a classic example of a group supporting itself. 

 
The committee consisted of Bud Turner, Corey Rich (our auctioneer), Dave 

Steffer, David Shaeff, Frank Budd, Mary Kay and Skip Donovan, Dick Kauth, and 
Rick Rawls.  There were two hundred items in the silent auction and fifty in the live auction.  The committee 
collected, organized, itemized, labeled, and displayed all of the auction items.  It was a lot of work, but it was 
also fun.  We tip our hat to them and extend them our gratitude. 

 
As usual, there is always one item, or group of items, 

that make the auction special.  This year, John Scarborough, 
FFF Leader, searched his soul and parted with a great 
number of high quality books from his personal library.  
There were at least ten boxes full of great books.  Mary Kay 
and Skip Donovan had an excellent idea to organize the 
books and they sold like hotcakes at a Sunday morning 
church breakfast.  A special thanks goes out to John 
Scarborough.  We suspect that “FFF Leader” stands for 
"Former Famous Fearless Leader.” 

 
For the second straight year, Mike Wilson, principal 

owner of iFly, the Angler’s Edge, purchased the fly plate.  The fly plate is a collection of flies collected at the 
Annual Fly Tying Festival.  Each year, courtesy of Judy and Vern Lehmberg, the flies are mounted on a large 
shadow box. 

 
Club funding comes from two sources: membership dues and the yearly auction.  The budget for the 

Texas Flyfishers is approximately one thousand dollars per month.  Three hundred dollars pays for our space 
at the monthly meeting.  An additional one to two hundred is spent for each of the guest speaker, special 
event, classes and training, and of course, outings.  The costs add up fast, but it is money well spent. 

 
Thanks again for your support. 

 
* * * * * 

 

AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM RICK RAWLS 
 

 We had another great auction this year.  Support from our membership and the generosity of local 
vendors made this year's auction exceptional.  The guided trips that were donated, the art from local artists as 
well as some from Port Isabel, and the contributions from Orvis, iFly, the Angler's Edge, and others, 
translated into having some very high quality items on offer. 
 
 I want to extend a special thanks to all of you who helped Jerry and me get ready for this event 
including helping to take care of the tables.  This auction was a success because of you. 
 
 I hope everyone had as much fun as I did and that I can count on you again next year. 
 

 Thank you again for your help and support. 
 

* * * * *

TFF Meeting Update 
 
Our next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, May 31st at the Holiday Inn 
Select located at 2712 SW Freeway 
between Buffalo Speedway and Kirby. 
 
Tom Lyons is searching for a May 
speaker.  If you have any good ideas, 
feel free to call him.  Tom's contact 
information is listed in the Executive 
Committee listings on page 5. 
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OUTINGS SCHEDULE 

 
Our outings schedule is an ongoing work-in-progress.  Here are the trips we have currently 

scheduled for 2005.  Sometimes dates and places change, so check here regularly.  Blue font 
indicates a change. 

 
To volunteer as a trip leader, contact fresh water outings chairman Clarke Thornton or salt 

water outings chairman Scott Fossum.  Their telephone numbers and email addresses are on the 
Executive Committee listing later in this issue.  Fresh water trips are designated [F], salt water [S] in 
the listings below. 

 
 
May 7, 2005.  "Sunfish Spectacular," Seven Lakes, Damon, Texas. Sunfish & Bass [F]. 
 
May 14, 2005.  Brown & Root Flats kayaking, Aransas Pass, TX [S].  Ralph Adams, leader 
(contact information on Executive Committee listing).  Kayak rental available nearby from 
Dean Thomas, proprietor of Slowride's Kayak Shack in Aransas Pass 
(www.slowrideguide.com). 
 
June 11-12, 2005.  Llano River, Junction, Texas.  Bass & Panfish [F]. 
 
June 2005.  Louisiana Madness, Lake Charles, LA [S].  Leader 

needed. 
 

June 18, 2005. Lighthouse Lakes or Brown & Root kayaking, Aransas Pass, TX [S].  
Aaron Hammer (thehammer@houston.rr.com), leader.  Lefty Ray Chapa will guide us on 
whichever area is fishing best.  Attendees will be charged $30-40 per person depending 
on the number of participants to cover Lefty's guide fee.  Kayak rental available nearby. 
 
July 9-10, 2005.  Frio River, Uvalde, Texas.  Bass & Panfish [F]. 
 
July 23-24, 2005.  Port Aransas jetties, Port Aransas, TX [S] Guided trip by Lefty Ray 
Chapa [www.leftyray.com.  See his web sight for pictures].  We will take the last ferry over on Saturday afternoon 
at 6:00 PM, fish all night and return on Sunday morning's ferry.  This is 2 days from a full moon and tarpon, jacks, 
bull reds and trout are expected.  This trip will cost an estimated $85 per person.  No boat or kayak required. 
 
July 30, 2005.  "Port O'Connor One Fly" Tournament,  Port O'Connor, TX [S].  Scott Fossum, leader.  Rotating 
crystal trophy up for grabs.  Most inches of fish caught on the first fly you tie on wins.  Boat or kayak needed. 
 
August 6, 2005.  San Marcos River Float Trip, San Marcos, Texas.  Bass & Panfish [F]. 
 
August 27, 2005.  "Redfish Rodeo," Rockport, TX [S].  Jerry Loring, leader. 
 
September 10, 2005.  Location to be determined.  Bass & Panfish [F]. 
 
September 24-25, 2005.  "Padre Island Surf Fest" [S].  Fish Padre Island National Seashore guided by Billy 
Sandifer for tarpon and jack crevalle.  Optional camping on beach.  Estimated $125 cost for one day of guided 
fishing, the 2nd day is on your own.  $50 non-refundable deposit required to reserve space.  Scott Fossum, 
leader. 
 
October 1-2, 2005 – South Padre Island, TX [S].  Rick Rawls, leader. 
 
October 8, 2005.  Seven Lakes at Damon, Damon, Texas.  Bass & Panfish [F]. 
 
October – Nighthawk Bay (Bird Island Basin) in the Padre Island National Seashore in/near Corpus Christi/Port 
Aransas.  Kayak, boat and walk-in opportunities abound both on the flats and in the surf.  Leader needed.   
  
November 6, 2005.  Guadalupe River, Sattler, Texas.  Trout  [F] 
  
December 2005.  No outings. 

 
* * * * * 

 

Clarke Thornton 
- fresh 

Scott Fossum - salt 
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About Wind Knots 
 
 Wind Knots is your monthly newsletter, and it needs your help – otherwise we'll run out of things to print.  E-
mail your articles, photos, artwork, graphics, fishing news, tall tales, lies, and letters to the editor to 
ralphnchristineadams@earthlink.net not later than the 10th of the month for that month's issue.  Be sure to put the 
words Wind Knots in the subject line of your e-mail.  If you don't, I might think it's spam or worse and delete it 
before opening. 
 
 If you have digital photos, please send them via e-mail in .JPG format.  If you have paper photos, mail them to 
Corey Rich, 1900 N. Memorial Way, Houston, TX  77007.  Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope for 
their return. 
 
 The preferred form for text – stories, letters, and so forth – is in Microsoft Word.  Please try to keep your 
offerings in the 800 to 1,000 word range, or less.  If you send photos along with an article, proposed captions are 
appreciated. 
 
 Wind Knots is posted on the club's Web site as soon as it becomes available.  Check www.texasflyfishers.org 
regularly for the latest newsletter and other news of interest. 
 

* * * * * 
 

TEXAS FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Jerry Loring 
President 
Home:  713-464-8687 
Cell:  713-875-4289 
jerrytms@flash.net 
 
Tom Lyons 
VP Programs 
Home:  281-379-7944 
TFLyons@aol.com 
 
 
Mark Jones 
Secretary / Membership 
Home:  713-466-1539 
mdjones54@hotmail.com 
 
 
Rick Rawls 
Treasurer / Auction 
Work:  713-666-7100 
Home:  713-830-5446 
rick55@ev1.net 
 

Corey Rich 
Legal 
Work:  713-861-1928 
Home:  713-621-6071 
corey.rich@aya.yale.edu 
 
Clarke Thornton 
Freshwater Outings 
Work:  713-512-3657 
Home:  713-641-0022 
cthornton@ehshouston.org 
 
Scott Fossum 
Saltwater Outings 
Work: 281-604-4949 
Home: 281-480-6053 
scott.fossum@akzonobel-pc.com 
 
Ralph G. Adams, Jr. 
Wind Knots 
Work:  713-767-8039 
Home:  713-664-0491 
ralphnchristineadams@earthlink.net 

 

Frank Schlicht 
Education / Fly Tying Festival 
Home:  281-392-5296 
aged_sage@hotmail.com 
 
 
Norbert Burch 
Webmaster 
Work:  281-589-4941 
Home:  281-265-5156 
tff.webmaster@texasflyfishers.org 
 
Mike Willis 
Special Events 
Work:  713-223-7041 
Home:  713-721-4755 
mwillis@us.ca-indosuez.com 
 
Troy Miller 
Fly Casting 
Work:  713-466-2322 
Home:  979-865-5117 
Troy.Miller@bakeroiltools.com 

 
* * * * * 

 
WIND KNOTS CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 Space permitting, we'll run "Wanted" and "For Sale" ads for members of Texas Flyfishers.  On a case-by-case 
basis, we may also run ads from non-members if the goods or services sought or offered would be of interest to our 
members.  Send your ad by e-mail to ralphnchristineadams@earthlink.net or regular mail to Ralph Adams, [your preferred 
address here].  You may include a photograph of items to be sold if you like. 
 

* * * * *
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Texas Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 571134 
Houston, TX 77257-1134 
 
 
 

 Texas Flyfishers Membership Application 
 
Please check one:      ‘  New Application          ‘  Renewal 
 
 To join Texas Flyfishers or renew your membership, please complete this form and mail it with your check 
to the address below, or bring it with you to one of our monthly meetings.  All memberships expire June 30th of 
each year, and renewals are due July 1st.  New members, please pro-rate your payment for the number of months 
between now and the end of June, inclusive.  Our monthly meetings are held on the last Tuesday of every month 
(except December), beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Dues are for (check one):   ‘ Individual at $24 a year        ‘ Family at $32 a year      ‘ Student at $16 a year 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home phone: _________________________  Work phone: ___________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________ 
 

TEXAS FLYFISHERS 
P.O. BOX 571134 

HOUSTON, TX  77257-1134 


