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It’s Time to Get Back to Work!
With the 27th Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival behind us, it
back to business as usual for the Texas FlyFishers calendar. With the
sudden loss of Dr. Joe Burton, the Club’s Board of Directors has
undertaken the arduous search for a replacement Education Director.
Once we have the Education Director in place, the next order of
business is to reschedule the classes and, get on with the club’s
primary order of business.
However, there are a several of other positions that the club needs to
fill, Communications Director, Conservation Director, Casting
Director and, the Auction Chair(s). Most important of these is the
Auction Chair(s). Skip and Mary Kay Donovan stepped down as CoChairs after last year’s auction but, they have expressed a willingness
to help out the new chair as much as they can, up to the point of the
auction, which will take place on Saturday, May 4, 2019 at the Bayou
Sports Bar and Grill, 6011 Addicks Satsuma Rd, Houston, Texas.

February Monthly Meeting
The scheduled speaker for the
February 26, 2019 meeting is
local angler and guide Clint
Barghi who will detail the
moon’s influence on feeds and
how to pattern trout in their
spring transition.
Social hour and fly tying begin
at 6:00 pm and the meeting
will kick off around 7:00 pm.
Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet
St., Houston, TX 77074

If you are interested in stepping up and taking over the Auction Chair
or, any of the other vacant positions, contact Club President Marcos Enriquez or, one of the other Club
Officers and they will pass along the information.
Also, in this issue…
• Here’s What’s Coming Up! – February Monthly Meeting, Education, Casting, Conservation
• Outreach - Reel Recovery, Project Healing Waters
• Trout in the Classroom - 2019
• Mark Your Calendars – 2019 Club Activities Calendar – February thru April
• 27th Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival Review
• Members Outings Report – Louisiana Jumbo Redfish, Lagniappe
• For Sale by Member – Custom Fly Rod by Joe Nicklo
• Fly of The Month – The Redfish Merlot
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Here’s What’s Coming Up!
Monthly Meeting:
Tuesday, February 26, 2019: For the February monthly meeting, the Texas FlyFishers welcome Clint
Barghi. Clint is a Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Licensed Paddle Sport Guide with over 20 years
of fishing experience along the Texas coast, and over 10 of those years
fishing from a kayak. Clint’s angling resume also includes an impressive
list of tournament victories over the last 14 years.
Clint’s program will detail the moon’s influence on feeds and how to
pattern trout in their spring transition. This is one of Clint’s favorite times
to target trophy trout with a fly rod.
For more information visit galvestonkayakfishing.com
The monthly meetings for the Texas FlyFishers are held at the Community
Center Building located in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston,
Texas 77074. Set up, social hour and fly tying starts at 6:00 pm and the
meeting kicks off about 7:00 pm.
Note to members: If you know someone who is interested in learning more about fly fishing and, you are
just interested in socializing with a group of likeminded fly fishers, come to the February 26th monthly
meeting. There is no charge for admission and, visitors are as always welcome.

Education:
Due to the untimely loss of Dr. Joe Burton, the classes offered by the Texas Fly Fishers have been put on
hold while the Club’s Board of Directors complete their search for a new Education Director. The current
plan is that, once the new Director is in place, the classes will be re-scheduled with a beginning date as
soon as possible. The new schedule of classes will be posted in the Windknots and also on the club’s
website at https://texasflyfishers.org/education-2/ .
The location for the classes will remain at the Bethany Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer Rd., Houston,
Texas 77098. Times and registration fees will remain the same, unless otherwise noted.

Andy’s Casting Notes:
Andy Payne, Casting Instructor for the Texas Fly Fishers was recently elected to the position of Vice
President of the Texas Council of the Fly Fishers International. Congratulations in your new position,
Andy.
Unfortunately, because of the demands that come with this new position, Andy will have to relinquish his
position with the Club. The Club Board of Directors are currently looking for a replacement for that
position and hopes to have it filled in short order. Andy’s replacement will announced in an upcoming
issue of Windknots and, on the Club’s website at https://texasflyfishers.org/education-2/ .
Andy Payne, TFF Casting Director
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Here’s What’s Coming Up! – Continued:
Andy’s Casting Notes - Continued
But, in the mean time…

If you are interested in learning more about fly casting, the Southside Fly Casters meet the last Sunday of

the month to practice casting. The group is led by Ron Mayfield, Certified Fly Casting Instructor and
Texas FlyFisher member and, meets at Tom Bass Park in north Pearland from 4-6:00 pm. If you are
interested in participating with the group, please contact Ron at southsideflycasting@gmail.com or 281797-1890 for details. So whether you are a beginner or need help perfecting your double haul, come on
out and have some fun with us.
Note: The next meeting of the Southside Fly Casters will be on Sunday, February 24, 2019, weather
permitting.

Conservation:
What: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Fishing Education Classes
When: Saturday, March 2, 2019 from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Where: Bass Pro Shops - Pearland, 1000 Bass Pro Dr. at TX 288 – S. Fwy, Houston, Texas 77047
The class will cover how to properly log volunteer hours, and train the participants to be a certified angler
volunteers. This will open all angling volunteer opportunities, including opportunities to teach kids how
to fish. We currently have 7 people who have signed up but, more are welcome to join. And, there is no
cost for this course.
To find out more about this class, e-mail Don “Puck” Puckett, doncpuckett(at)geemale(dot)com or, visit
with them at the monthly meeting.

Outreach:
Reel Recovery:
Texas Reel Recovery needs your help in finding applicants to fill up their 2019
Retreats. The first retreat in Texas for 2019 is scheduled for March 15, 2019 near
Navasota, Texas, just west of Houston. This retreat has been supported by the Texas
FlyFishers Club has proudly since inception in 2015.
The retreats are at no cost to the men participating. All they have to do to apply for a retreat is log on to
the Reel Recovery national website at reelrecovery.org/programs/application/ to fill an application. If you
have had cancer, consider attending a retreat. If you have a male friend, relative or loved one who is living
with cancer, please tell them about Reel Recovery. Anyone needing to talk with someone more about a
retreat can call Dave Steffek at 713-202-0101 to answer any questions.

©2018 Texas FlyFishers - All Rights Reserved

3

Outreach – Continued:
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing:
If anyone is interested in volunteering, please contact me at
txfritz4134@suddenlink.net. Thanks, Bill Heugel, Conroe Fly Fishers,
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishers Coordinator

Trout in the Classroom:
The 2019 Texas FlyFishers sponsored Trout in the Classroom project kicked off last week with the arrival
of a fresh set of eggs from Trout Unlimited for our schools. Thanks to the continued contribution from the
Texas FlyFishers we are now up to 14 tanks running in Houston high school science classrooms from
Klein Collins to Deer Park. The eggs are delivered and hatched in January and we release the fingerling
trout into the trophy trout section of the Guadalupe River, near New Braunfels, before school finishes in
mid-May. This year we have changed things up a little and, instead of our usual rainbow trout eggs, we
are hatching brown trout, as part of a general change in stocking policy for the Guadalupe River that
many of you may have seen if you fished the river this year and last. It will be interesting to see how the
browns turn out when compared to our success with rearing young rainbows in previous years.
As usual I will try and post regular updates and if anyone has any questions or wants to help out then
please feel free to contact me directly. Cheers, Matt Blyth (832 444 4206)

Mark Your Calendars:
Club Activities Calendar for February through April 2019
February 2019:
GRTU Troutfest Texas 2019, February 22 – 24, 2019, Lazy L&L Campgrounds, 11699 River Rd, New
Braunfels, Texas 78132. For additional information or, to purchase tickets, visit the Troutfest website at
http://www.grtu.org/troutfest/
March 2019:
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Fishing Education Class, Saturday, March 2, 2019, 9:00 am –
4:00 pm. Bass Pro Shops - Pearland, 1000 Bass Pro Dr. at TX 288 – S. Fwy, Houston, Texas 77047. For
more about this class, see the Conservation Section.
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Mark Your Calendar – Continued:
March 2019 - Continued:
44th Annual Houston Fishing Show, March 6-10, 2019, George R. Brown Convention Centre,
Houston, Texas. www.houstonfishingshow.com. The Texas FlyFishers will have a booth. If you’d like to
help, Contact Mike Graham.
Freshwater Outing, Annual Harmon Creek White Bass Outing, Saturday, March 15-17, 2019.
Harmon Creek RV Park and Marina, 14 Marina Pt., Huntsville, Texas 77320. Details and Leader TBA.
Note: This outing usually includes an overnight stay at the campground however, space in the cabin is
usually first come, first bed.
Saltwater Outing, Annual Prison Permit Invitational, Saturday, March 16, 2019, Sargent, Texas /
East Matagorda Bay. Note: Alan Kulcak will be the featured speaker at the January Monthly Meeting,
giving us tips on fishing for elusive sheepshead and, what patterns to use.
Saltwater Outing, Matagorda Beach / East Matagorda Bay, Saturday, March 23, 2019, Kayak
fishing for redfish, speckled trout, and sheepshead. If you do not have a kayak, wading in the lakes can be
very productive at times. 4X4’s are usually a must for beach driving. Trip Leader: Andrew Jones, Phone:
(7I3) 575(dash) 7 three 7 four
The Third Annual Texas Fly Fishing & Brew Festival, March 23 – 24, 2019, Plano Centre, Plano,
Texas. For more information, check the TFFBF website at txflyfishingfestival.org
Texas FlyFishers Monthly Meeting, Tuesday, March 26, 2019. The monthly meetings for the Texas
FlyFishers are held at the Community Center Building located in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St.,
Houston, Texas
April 2019:
Saltwater Outing, Bolivar Marsh, Crystal Beach, April 4–7, 2019, Kayak and/or Boat (or ride with
someone in their boat the waters of East Galveston Bay and, the Bolivar Peninsula. The beach house
“Play’n Hooky” has been secured for the trip but, a deposit is required in advance to reserve your spot.
The Trip Leader is Bill Leary and he can be contacted by Phone/text at 2ate1 7zero5 10ten or, e-mail Bill
at bill_leary(at)hotmail(dot)com
Freshwater Outing, John Scarborough Sunfish Spectacular - Damon 7 Lakes, Saturday, April 27,
2019. Join us for the annual chance to capture the John Scarborough Sunfish Spectacular Trophy and a
decent feed on Saturday the 27th of April at Damon Seven Lakes. Fishing from the shore, but float tubes
and kayaks are quite successful. Trip leaders are Don "Puck" Puckett and Russell Cowart
Texas FlyFishers Monthly Meeting, Tuesday, April 30, 2019. The monthly meetings for the Texas
FlyFishers are held at the Community Center Building located in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St.,
Houston, Texas
Note: All events, outing dates, times and locations are subject to change without notice.
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27th Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival:
The 27th Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival is in the books and, I’m happy to say that it was an
unequivocal success. We had over 40 tyers participating in this year’s Festival from all over Texas and
Louisiana. In addition to the tyers, a good number of visitors and club members came out to see the
talents of our tyers on display. We also made a new friend in our Featured
Guest, Pat Cohen. Starting off with a fine presentation of fishing for
smallmouth bass, Pat did a great job in removing the mystery of tying
with deer hair. Pat also showed off some of the other patterns, non-deer
hair, patterns for largemouth and smallmouth bass and, one of his
favorite’s species, golden bones, the carp.

Along with Pat, Geoff Scotty showed how to tie some beautiful, as well as
productive, steelhead patterns, Louisiana tyers Glenn “Catch” Cormier
and Larry Offner regaled the audience with their exploits as well as some productive panfish
patterns…regardless of what side of the Sabine River you might find yourself fishing. On the saltier side
of things, Captain Billy Trimble introduced a large portion of the audience to one of the most productive
redfish patterns on the middle and lower Texas coast, The Blind Chicken and, some effective tips and
tactics for fishing these patterns.
We also had a good contingent of tyers from the Rio Grande Valley /
Lower Laguna Madre Fly Fishers, The Alamo Fly Fishers from San
Antonio, officers from the Texas Council of the Fly Fishers International,
Hill Country Fly Fishers, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Reel
Recovery, Project Healing Waters Fly Fishers and, other clubs around the
state. We also had Jeff Ferguson, Master Casting Instructor from Lake
Charles, to help our visitors straighten out some of their casting issues.
The only downside to the day was, due to a miscommunication, there was
no Iron Fly Competition. However, once we regroup, a makeup date will
be set and, this competition will take place. It will also return to its
rightful place at next year’s Fly Tying Festival.
I would be remiss in not thanking the members of the Texas FlyFishers
who volunteered their time to assist in setting up and taking down the
venue, registering guest / selling admission tickets, maintaining the
electronics/video for the presentations and, helping in the kitchen with
serving lunch. A big “thank you” goes out to Mike Graham, Jim Richards,
Mary Kay Donovan and, Frank Schlicht for taking a lead role in these duties. I also would like to thank
the Bethany Christian Church for allowing us the use of their gymnasium and kitchen facilities for our
event and, to serve a great BBQ brisket and link lunch, provided by Jeremy Knippa of JK’s BBQ and
Catering.
As we put the finishing touches on this year’s event, work has already begun on next year’s event to be
held on Saturday, February 8, 2020. Stay tuned to the Windknots for details, as they become available.
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Outings Report:
Louisiana Redfish, Submitted by Joe Nicklo
On February 11, 2019, Joe French, Dennis Auger, Nicolas Lestrer and Joe Nicklo travelled to South
Louisiana with hopes and expectations of fooling those wily big bull red fish with feathers and tinsel at
the end of a 30-pound leader…and with the help of two seasoned guides.
Weather is always a factor at this time of year and it proved to be
uncooperative. We got blown off the water the first day by a fast moving
storm that blew thru with thunder and lightning for most of the day.
Fortunately, the next day arrived with blue skies, sunshine and 15 to 20 mph
winds. We arrived at the Hopewell Marina at 8AM where we met guides
Miles and David. Shortly, we were underway with French and Auger fishing
to the South and Lester and Nicklo fishing to the North. Eight hours later we
met back at the marina only to find that French and Auger kicked butts with
several good red fish. French hooked and landed this huge 41” bull along
with several others. Auger also caught several nice reds as seen in the
attached photos. Sad to say, Lestrer and Nicklo had none. For more photos,
check
this
report
on
the
Texas
FlyFishers’
website
at
https://texasflyfishers.org/2019/02/16/tffers-travel-to-south-louisiana/#more-6466 Thanks, Joe!

If you have a trip report that you’d like to share with our readers, please submit it, along with any photos,
to me at csumers(at)comcast(dot)net. Thanks, Chris Sumers, Editor-Windknots
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For Sale by Member:
Custom built fly rod $695 by Joe Nicklo, former TFF rod building instructor.
*Blank….Green, IM-8, 7’9” 3 weight, Ye Olde English Fly Shop
*Reel Seat….Dyed Maple Burl by RL Reel Seats
*Components…Nickel Silver Machined from 18% silver bar stock
*Grip…Custom built Carbon fiber cloth over hard foam
*Guides … Snake, Nickel Silver plated
*Thread… Tan with gold trim and acorn wraps
*Guide wraps and ferrule wraps with jungle cock feather inlays
*Eighteen individual feather inlays in butt section
*Four coats of Flex-Coat epoxy
*Alignment marks
*Cloth rod sock
*Build time…between 35 and 40 hours
*Warranty … one-year on workmanship and defects only!
If interested, the rod will be available for inspection and casting at the January 29, 2019 Texas Fly
Fishers meeting.
Note: I built two of these 3 weight rods, one to show, one to fish. The rod for sale is the show rod!
For additional information, you can call Joe at seven one three - 822-Eight One Zero Six.
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Fly of the Month:
Redfish Merlot

Originated by Layne Smith
Tied By Chris Sumers

Materials:
Hook:
Thread:
Eyes:
Tail:
Flash:
Tail 2:
Flash 2:
Body:

Owner Mosquito 1/0 or 2/0
Flat Waxed Nylon, Black
Bead Chain, Black, Medium
Marabou, Olive Green
Krystal Flash, Gold, copper, rainbow
Saddle Hackles, Black
Gold Holographic Flash-A-Bou
1/8” Cross Cut Rabbit Strip, Rust or Chinchilla

Step 1:

Tie in thread above the hook point, wind back to the barb and then, back to the hook eye.
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Fly of the Month - Continued:
Step 2:

Tie in Bead Chain Eyes, about 1/8 inch behind eye, and secure with cross wraps.
Step 3:

Wind thread back to hook barb. Tie in a marabou tail, about 1 hook shank length. Take a couple of wraps
around the base of the tail to prop it up. Pull the marabou back towards the eyes, on the top of the hook
shank and secure it with thread wraps to the eyes. Cut off excess behind the eyes.
Step 4:

Take a couple of strands of K-Flash and fold them over in ¼’s. Wrap the K-flash around the thread and
lay it on top of the body and, tie it in so the flash extends down either side of the tail.
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Fly of the Month - Continued:
Step 5:

Match 4 saddle hackles and cut to a length where they tips extend just past the marabou tail. Tie in 1 pair,
flared out ward, on each side of the marabou tail.
Step 6:

Take a couple of strands of Holographic Flash-A-Bou and fold them over. Wrap the Flash-A-Bou around
the thread and lay it on top of the body, just above the hook point, and tie it in so the flash extends down
either side of the tail.
Step 7:

Tie in the cross cut rabbit strip just ahead of the tail and palmer it forward, overlapping each wrap and
stroking the hair backward to the eyes. Tie off the rabbit strip, overwrapping some of the hair with the
thread. Take a couple of cross wraps over the bead chain eyes and finish the wraps between the bead
chain and the hook eye. Secure with a whip finish.
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Fly of the Month - Continued:
Step 8:

Coat thread wraps with head cement or super glue. If you’d like, put a layer of UV material over the
thread wraps and cure.

Lagniappe:
As we come up on the Annual Prison Permit Outing, I turned on the “way back machine” and came up
with this shot of FlyFishers Member Gary Evans with a better than average East Matagorda Bay
sheepshead in May of 2008. Thanks for the memories, Gary!

Tight loops and tight lines!
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The Texas FlyFishers Executive Committee:

Marcos Enriquez
President

Don “Puck” Puckett
Vice President / Programs

Bob Brill
Secretary / Membership

Raymond Lindeen
Treasurer

Jim Richards
Club Secretary / Programs

Dave Lemke
Webmaster

Open
Communications

Open
Conservation Chair

Open
Education Chair

Open
Casting / FFI Director

John Eldred
Outings Chair

Alex Blacque
Registration / Door Prizes

Chris Sumers
Dr. Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival

Open
Auction Chairs

Dave Steffek
Reel Recovery

For additional information, check out the Texas FlyFishers website at https://texasflyfishers.org/ or, the Texas
FlyFishers Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/TexasFlyfishers/ .

Texas FlyFishers Membership Application
Please Check One:

New Application

Renewal

To join the Texas FlyFishers or, renew your membership, please complete this form and mail it with your
check to the address below or, bring it with you to one of our monthly meetings. All memberships expire June
30th of each year and, renewals are due by July 1st. Please pro-rate your payment for the number of months
between now and the end of June, inclusive, if you are joining for the first time. Our monthly meetings are held
at the Harris County District 3 Bayland Park Community Center, located at 6400 Bissonnet Street, Houston,
Texas 77074 on the last Tuesday of every month (except December) beginning at 7:00 pm.
Dues are for (check one):

Individual at $24.00/year;

Family at $32.00/year;

Student at $16.00/year

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________________ State: __________________ Zip: ______________
Home Phone: (

) ________ - _______________ Work / Cell Phone: (

) ________ - _______________

E-Mail:__________________________________________________________________________________
TEXAS FLYFISHERS
P.O. BOX 571134
Houston, TX 77257-1134
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