
 
Fly of the Month: 

Electric Smoke 
Designed and Tied by Fred Hannie 

 

Materials 
 Hook:  2X streamer size 10 – 6 
 Thread:  White  
 Tail:  White or Gray Marabou 
 Body:  Lead wire .025 and 50 lb. test mono 
 Eyes:  1/8” 
 Head: Diamond Hard UV resin 
 Head Accent: Blue micro glitter, Grey marker  

This is essentially my Marsh Candy pattern which is a variation of the Surf Candy in a unique color 
combination that has been very successful on many species of freshwater fish. It’s a durable fly that can 
take some abuse and it is also an adaptable pattern that allows you to change its appearance as easy as 
swapping markers. The micro glitter can be found at most craft stores and usually comes in kits that have 
multiple colors. The color in this step by step is electric smoke which is grey on top white on bottom and 
covered in bright blue glitter.  There are many color combinations that work extremely well on crappie 
and other panfish and I’m sure you have your favorites but this color needs to be in your fly box. The size 
and color of this fly mimics the mosquito fish and the fathead minnow. 

Once you have the steps down for this pattern you can experiment with different color markers, glitter and 
tails. Just remember to change the hook size when targeting larger species. 
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Fly of the Month: - Continued 

Tying Instructions: 

Step 1 
With the hook in the vise tie on with the white thread and wrap down a nice thread base. Centered in the 
middle of the hook shank, wrap on ten neat .025 lead wraps. Wrap thread over the lead to secure it to the 
hook. 

 

Step 2 
Tie in your tail material behind the lead wraps. The tail material should be equal to or less the length of 
the hook shank. 
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Fly of the Month: - Continued 

Step 3 
To add bulk and translucence to the fly two pieces of 50 lb. mono are tied to the top and bottom of the 
hook. Use lengths of mono that are slightly longer than the thread wraps while leaving a small gap behind 
the hook eye to add lips. 

 
Step 4 
Bend two pieces of 50 lb. mono over the hook and under the fly to form lips .The now four strands of 
mono can be trimmed just before the tail to give the fly some added girth. Wrap over the mono to secure it 
in place.  

 
Step 5 
Whip finish the fly at this point. With a marker or markers you can now color the threads. On this fly we 
will use some gray on the back. Add the color sparingly at first as the marker will quickly wick down the 
threads. 
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Fly of the Month: - Continued 

Step 6 
Place the eyes in place and apply the UV resin to cover them and work the resin into the threads. Before 
curing the resin sprinkle on the micro glitters to taste and cure the resin with the torch. 

 

Try this fly in this color and let your imagination go wild trying other color combinations. 
 
Fred Hannie is a long time tyer at the Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival and recently, became a 
member of the Texas FlyFishers. Fred’s eye for detail and, his abilities to put materials to hook, produces 
some of the most realistic and, productive patterns anywhere. Thank you for your contribution, Fred! 
   


