
 
 

Monthly Publication of the Texas FlyFishers  Volume 35, Issue 9, September 2016 
 

What makes “Our” club run? 
“Our” club, you know, that’s got an interesting ring to it. While I’m sure that you most of the 
membership is aware of this but, the mission of the Texas FlyFishers, “Our” club, extends far beyond just 
tying a fly on the end your line and casting it to a hungry fish. The main purpose of “Our” club is 
education, offered to both its membership and, the general public on all aspects of fly fishing and 
conservation. For this purpose, every year “Our” club offers a series of classes on fly tying and the Fly 
Fishing Academy, a comprehensive program designed to teach the basics of fly fishing techniques and 
equipment to beginner angler. “Our” club also offers a series of basic and advanced classes on fly casting 
and rod building, 
Outside of the classroom, other sources of education reside in the outings offered by “Our” club. On an 
almost monthly basis, the members of Our Club have the opportunity participate in a club sponsored 
outing to either a fresh or saltwater location. These outings are a great way to expand your knowledge of 
tackle, techniques and food sources of a wide variety of species that inhabit the waters in and around 
Texas.  
While “Our” club offers these great benefits, keep in mind that they don’t just happen. It requires a lot of 
manpower to make “Our” club run and that comes completely from volunteers. “Our” club’s officers and 
Board of Directors, event chairpersons, outing leaders and instructors are all volunteers. And then, there 
are the dozens of volunteers that help out at “Our” club’s events, before, during and after the event is 
over. This is where we need you. 
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What Makes “Our” club run?  Continued 
Currently, “Our” club is without an Outings Chair and an instructor for the Rod Building Class. “Our” 
club always needs volunteers to help out leading outings and also help with the Fly Tying classes and the 
Fly Fishing Academy.  
If you are interested in stepping up or, you would like to find out more about what is involved in these 
positions, contact “Our” club’s President, Marcos Enriquez or, any of “Our” club’s officers or chairs. 
Their names are listed on the last page of the Windknots. They’ll be happy to discuss the particulars and 
answer your questions. Thanks! 
 

Invasive Fish Round-Up and Carp-A-Thon: 
The Inaugural Willow Waterhole Invasive Fish Round-Up and Carp-A-Thon took place on Saturday, 
September 17, 2016 and the turn out exceeded all expectations. While the official number of participants 
and the winning entries will be covered in an upcoming report, here are a few shots of the contestants and 
their catches.  
I’d like to lead a big shout out to the “Our” Club’s Conservation Chairman, Mike Frankhoff and to long 
time member, Mark Marmon for donating their time and leadership in helping put this fine event together. 
Also, thanks to all of “Our” club’s members that turned out to fished the event.  
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What’s Happening This Month: 
September Monthly Meeting - Tuesday, September 27, 2016 at 6:30 pm – Our Monthly Speaker for 
September, 2016 will be club member, Alex Blacque who will 
be telling us about fly fishing in Montana. Alex has made 
several trips to Montana and is familiar with rivers of the state 
along with the fly fishing techniques and strategies which are 
available to the angler who chooses to fish the waters of 
Montana.  So, if you are interested in what the state of 
Montana has to offer for the fly fishing angler or just want to 
mingle and socialize with others who are interested in fly 
fishing, come to the September 2016 meeting we would be 
glad to have you. Location: Community Center Building in 
Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston TX 77074. 

Outings: 
The 2nd Annual Clarke Thornton Memorial - San Marcos River Trip  

Hosted by Kevin Hutchison of Hill Country Fly Fishers 
When: September 24, 2016 
Where: San Marcos / Martindale, TX area 
Leader: Skip Donovan, for information at 
 skipdonovan1@sbcglobal.net 

About the Outing: Fish the day away with Hill Country expert guide Kevin Hutchison, for bass, bluegill 
and other native species, all the while enjoying a peaceful float down the tranquil waters of the San 
Marcos River.  

Camping arrangements have been made and will be available for those who 
want to go up on Friday evening at Spencer`s Canoe & Shady Grove 
Campground, our put in location.  Look them up on the web at 
www.spencercanoes.net or call them at (512) 357-6113 for additional 
information on rates or kayak rental. You MUST call them in advance. Tell 
them you are from Texas FlyFishers or with me. Note: l want to warn you 
they can be hard to reach by phone at times.  Kevin is providing a leader, a 
box of 12 of his personally tied flies, a commemorative t-shirt and probably 
the best shore lunch you have ever been privy to. Anyone who is still 
interested on going on this trip should call me @ (713) 822-0069, no later 
than Thursday PM. Skip Donovan 

For additional information, check the Club’s website or, contact the outing 
leader, Skip Donovan.  

mailto:skipdonovan1@sbcglobal.net
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What’s Happening This Month - Continued: 
Outings: Continued 

Louisiana Marsh Trip on Lake Calcasieu, for Big Fall Reds, 
co-hosted by the Texas FlyFishers and the Contraband Fly Casters 

When: October 14 thru 16, 2016 
Where: Lake Charles, LA 
Special Note: Space will be limited and based on a first call first come basis. Also, a Louisiana 
 fishing license is required.  
Leader:  Trip Leader is Skip Donovan at skipdonovan1@sbcglobal.net 

The Louisiana Marsh trip, in search of big reds, is still a go for October 14 -16, 2016. A guest house is 
being rented for those who register early.  I have more people than we have boats so boat captains, with 
space for a guest or two, will of course be givin priority. Everything else is first call, first go.  Call me for 
additional information or to register @ (713) 822-0069. Note: There is a back up leader in the event that 
Mary Kay and l have to back out at the last minute. Skip and Mary Kay Donovan  

Mark Your Calendar: 
October TFF Monthly Meeting – Tuesday, October 27, 2016 at 6:30 pm – Fishing the Jardines de la 
Reina (Garden of the Queen), Cuba. Our scheduled guest is Filippo Invernizzi, Co-Founder and Co-
Owner of Avalon Outdoor, a specialized tourism enterprise founded in 1992 and located in Cuba.  

Originally from Italy, Filippo has dedicated most of his life to 
managing and promoting sustainable ecotourism. In Cuba, he 
was among the first to make the business case for conservation 
with the marine protected area of Gardens of the Queen at the 
beginning and the other 5 Marine parks over the following 
years. You will want to be sure to make this meeting to find 
out more of this fly fisherman’s paradise just 90 miles south of 
Key West. Location: Community Center Building in Bayland 
Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston TX 77074. 

             

mailto:skipdonovan1@sbcglobal.net
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Upcoming Outings: 
Texas FlyFishers of Houston and The Contraband Fly Casters 

Fishing the Sabine River below the Generation Canal 
When: October 1st, 2016 (The same weekend as Sharkathon) 
Where: Fishing the Sabine River below the generation canal 
Start Time:  Saturday, October 1, 2016, 7:00 am 
End Time: Until it’s too dark to fish 
Trip Leader:  
Phone:  
E-mail:  
Trip Description: We’ll be fishing the Sabine River, below the generation canal. We plan to fish the 
generation canal, but if the generators startup we will quickly shift our efforts to the east branch, locally 
known as “Coldwater”. Launch and take-out will be the either the new boat launch on the generation 
canal or, the boat launch at pool 2 at Coldwater. Target Species are LMG, KLMB, yellow sunfish, white 
bass, gar (3 species), catfish (2 species) and, if you are extremely lucky, striped bass. 

Note: With Don “Puck” Puckett having been transferred to Colorado, this outing is in need of a leader. If 
you are interested, contact “Puck” at doncpuckett at gee male(dot)com. 

Outreach - Reel Recovery: 
EXCITING NEWS! 

There are spaces available at FREE fly fishing retreats for men coping with cancer (in the past or current)! 
Reel Recovery Texas is holding three fly fishing retreats this fall at no cost to participants and, no fly 
fishing experience necessary! Three retreats scheduled this fall are: 

• Glen Rose, TX (Oct. 14-16) 
• Navasota, TX (Oct. 21-23) 
• Waring, TX (Nov. 1-3) (Disabled Veterans living with cancer) 

There are currently openings at all three of these retreats. If you know of anyone who qualifies and would 
like to attend one of these life changing events please direct them to this link: 

http://reelrecovery.org/programs/application/ 

If you or the person who might be interested in attending wish more information on Reel Recovery, view 
the videos associated with this FaceBook page. It is a great experience! 
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Outreach: 

At the July Monthly Meeting, Club President Marcos Enriquez presented Dave Steffeck, Reel Recovery 
representative, and, Stacy Lynn, Casting for Recovery representative, with an honorarium on behalf of the 
Texas FlyFishers. Reel Recovery, Casting for Recovery and the Texas FlyFishers have a longstanding 
relationship in helping bring relief and support to patients battling cancer through fly fishing outings. 
Both Reel Recovery and Casting for Recovery are able to offer these outings free of cost to the 
participants through the generosity of the volunteers and, through financial donations from individuals, 
businesses, clubs and events like the Lydia Ann Masters Fly Master Tournament (see page ).   

 
Dave Steffeck, Reel Recovery, receives a donation from Marcos Enriquez, Texas FlyFishers President 

 

For more information on Reel Recovery, visit their website at reelrecovery.org  
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Outreach – Casting for Recovery: 
 

 
Stacy Lynn, receives a donation to Casting for Recovery from the Texas FlyFishers President Marcos Enriquez. 

 

For more information on Casting for Recovery, visit their website at castingforrecovery.org 
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The 2016 Lydia Ann Fly Masters Tournament 

Since its beginning, the goal of the Lydian Ann Fly Masters Tournament has been to bring skilled fly 
fishing anglers from all over the State of Texas together to fish the target rich waters surrounding Aransas 

Pass, to have fun and compete for prizes and awards and, most 
importantly, donate every dollar raised to support Casting for Recovery, 
a national support and educational organization for breast cancer 
survivors. In its 7th year, the tournament has raised more than $33,000 
for Casting for Recovery.  This year’s tournament is even more special 
as it has been dedicated to Allison Miller, a longtime supporter of the 
tournament and a Casting for Recovery alumni who lost her battle with 
stage 4 breast cancer in June of this year.  

The 2016 Lydia Ann Fly Masters Tournament will take place on 
October 1, 2016 in Aransas Pass, Texas. The tournament headquarters 
for the Lydian Ann Fly Masters will be Redfish Willie’s Waterfront 
Grill located in Conn Brown Harbor, 322 Huff Street, Aransas Pass, TX. 

This will be the location for the weigh in, buffet dinner, silent auction and the presentation of awards. The 
moneys raises go directly to Casting for Recovery Texas. 

The tournament is structured as a catch and release fly fishing only tournament where participants bring 
back a photo of their catch at weigh in.  The event is broken into 
separate divisions for boaters and kayaks to help level the field 
between participants.   We have a great slate or prizes that will be 
awarded for the longest redfish in each division as well as the 
longest fish in our “open species” division, which accounts for any 
other species that is caught.  There is also an award given to the 
Top Lady Angler among all of the divisions. 

The tournament is fairly laid back and hosts fly fishers from across the state of Texas.  After “weigh in” 
there will be a dinner, raffle, silent auction and award ceremony where you can pick up some great gear 
donated by our wonderful slate of sponsors.  For more details about the event, you can visit our website at 
www.lydiaannflymasters.com.  If you register online before September 23rd, you can take advantage of 
our discounted early registration.  We will also be hosting a late registration on September 30th the Swan 
Point Landing Orvis shop in Rockport.  Mark your calendars for October 
1st and come join the fun and help support a wonderful cause.  I hope to 
see many of you there! 
Rob Burlingame 
Tournament Chairman 

For additional tournament information - www.lydiaannflymasters.com 
For more information on Casting for Recovery - castingforrecovery.org
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Know You Fellow Fly Fishers: Samantha Schriner, Future Fly Fisher 
The October submission for “Know Your Fellow Fly Fisher” is the granddaughter of Texas FlyFishers 
Don Hanselman. From what Don has sent me, I think she has a great future in the sport! Thanks, Don 

“Our granddaughter, Samantha Schriner, spent the last week with us. I have been teaching her fly casting 
and how to catch perch, for starters. She can feed the line out on her false cast and does a great job. She is 
8 and lives in Idaho. I’m getting her ready for trout fishing, When she turns 13, she should be out catching 
fish on a fly. (I’m betting sooner. Ed) I will teach her how to tie flies when she get a little older, maybe 
next year.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don and Samantha with a large, fly caught catfish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is Samantha with one of the bream that fell to her fly. 
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Outing Reports: 
Saltwater:  

The Annual PINS (Padre Island National Seashore) Safari 
September 9 – 11, 2016 

Report submitted by Don “Puck” Puckett 

Here is the condensed version: 
• Weather was perfect. 
• Water and driving conditions were good. 
• Waves and wind were good for fly flinging most of the time. 
• Fish were caught. 
• Everybody got home safely. 

But. if you want to read more: 
• Ladyfish 
• Redfish 
• Smacks (Spanish Mackerel) 
• Bluefish 
• Baby jacks 
• One shark hooked, but lost. 

And,  
• A hook in the leg, requiring first aid. 
• One gill sliced thumb, also, requiring first aid. 
• A dead battery, easily jump started. 
• Fire ant bites at the first camp cooking area. 
• A ton of destroyed or lost flies. 
• No broken rods 

The 10 of us, in eight 4WD vehicles, met up at the Malaquite parking lot and were running down the 
beach by 12:30 pm. 
The red tide event turned out to over by the time we arrived.  I’m glad we looked at it before making the 
road trip, but this time it didn’t affect us. 
Looking for bird activity took us well past the 20 mile marker with only one quick stop to wet a line.  
Around 4:00 pm, we found some birds working next to shore and we all caught enough “pocket tarpon” to 
get the kinks out of our casting. 
First night’s camp was set up by about 6:00 pm, close to mile marker 40, and the charcoal was glowing 
immediately after.  Dinner was loaded hot dogs, and fresh redfish fillets.  Then we sat around the coals, 
enjoying adult beverages and stories of the day. 
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Outing Reports: Continued 

Day 2 started before sunrise with coffee and breakfast as we sat by the shoreline enjoying the breeze and 
trying to catch whiting. The hardheads had moved in so, the whiting were no longer around. 
7 of the 8 trucks were ready to go on down the beach by 8:30 am, leaving one group behind to fish the 
area that produced Friday night.  From all indications, those 2 guys left for home before dark. 
The driving was not bad at all, with the soft patches of sand easily maneuvered through. We leap-frogged 
all the way to mile marker 50 to talk over what the plan was.  6 trucks went on down to the jetties, leaving 
the big blue truck at the 50 to fish that area for a while. 
White jeep and big blue went almost to the 35 mile marker before taking a break for lunch, and just 
admiring the waves.  There was no bird activity, or bait busting out of the water, it just seemed like a 
good place to take a break.  This is where the white jeep called it a good trip and was done.  He then made 
his way off the beach for home. 
White Avalanche came up to this point so we decided to fish here, even though there was nothing visible.  
After all, we did come here to fish.  After practice casting into the first gut, White Avalanche made one 
cast into the next gut and immediately hooked into a smack. For the next few hours we continued to catch 
ladyfish and smacks without ever leaving that one spot.  The others made it to this spot to try their luck, 
and everybody that cast here hooked into something. 
At sundown big blue called it done, and made his way off the beach and headed home. 
The next day the remaining 7 trucks slowly made their way back to the parking area, catching more 
ladyfish when they stopped.  The weather and water conditions was great, flat surface with the wind 
changing from the north in early morning hours.  Everybody was safely off the beach by 1:30 pm and 
headed home. Now we need to start making plans for next year! “Puck” 
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Outing Reports: Continued 

Freshwater:  
Fishing the South Llano River with PACK (Paddling Anglers in Canoes and Kayaks) 

When: September 10, 2016.   
Where: Junction, Texas 
Leader: Jim Richards at JimMRichards@Comcast.net or, (713) 854-0517 
Special Note: TFF non-PACK members are welcome to come along. All that is required is a  
The September 10, 2016 Freshwater Outing to the South Llano River with P.A.C.K., was cancelled due to 
inclement weather. Maybe next year.  
 
Looking back at… 

the July Monthly Meeting: 
For the July Monthly Meeting, The Texas FlyFishers were privileged to have Meredith McCord as our 
featured speaker. For almost 2 hours, Meredith held the 84 members attention beginning with her 
introduction to fishing and the influence of her father, how she got into fly fishing, tales from her trips 
around the world in search of world records and rubbing elbows with the rich and famous and then , 
closing the meeting with how to plan and prepare when you are fishing for world records.  
Before the meeting, Meredith and Stacy Lynn held a “Meet and Greet” for the Lady Texas FlyFishers. 
While I didn’t get an actual head count, we had an excellent turn out and there are plans for another M&G 
in the future.  
A big thanks go out to Meredith McCord and Stacy Lynn for helping making a great evening for the 
Texas FlyFisher and, their members.  
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Fly of the Month: 

The Easy Hopper 
By Don “Puck” Puckett 

 
This easy grasshopper has been one of my go-to topwater flies. It never sinks, pushes water well, and 
catches a ton of fish. What else could you want in a fly? 

Materials: 

 Hook:  Mustad 79580 6-14 (used an 8 for this demonstration) 
 Thread:  6/0 or "A" to match foam 
 Body:  Tan, green, or brown 1/8" foam 
 Eyes;  1/4" black foam 
 Wing:  Fishhair, or similar 
Marker foam:  Yellow 1/8" foam 
 Legs:  Bound rubber legs. The ones I use come in a roll. 
 Glue:  Booger glue, thin formula, or CA glue. 

Wrap the shaft of the hood with about three layers of thread.  This will give the glue something to adhere 
to. Cut the foam for the body about the width of the gap of the hook.  Poke a hole in the foam and hang it 
over the back about 2 shafts from the bend. 

 



 

 
©2016 Texas Flyfishers - All Rights Reserved 14 

Fly of the Month: Continued 

Tie down the foam and place a drop of CA glue on the thread of the hood to keep the foam in place.  Hold 
it with your fingers for a few seconds to let it dry 

 

Once it has dried, pull it back out of the way.  A material clip comes in handy for this step.  This is where 
the ¼” piece of black foam comes in.  Tie it at 90° to the hook, about 3/16” back from the eye.  You need 
at least this much to be able to put the body foam in front of it.  If it is too long, don’t worry about it.  
Trimming will come later. 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

Fold the body foam over the eyes, and tie down 

 

 

Trim off the excess body foam. 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

Trim both sides of the head until it has a bullet shape.  This trimming should include the eyes (black 
foam) 

 

 

Place the wing material on top, and trim 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

Now we trim the abdomen.  I make one slice per side to make a point. 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

Then I trim the end off to make it appear flat.  You can round this end off if you want.  Some do.  Some 
don’t. 

.  

For the leg I use round rubber.  This stuff comes in rolls and a multitude of colors.   6 strands about 2-3 
inches long is all you should need.  Split it at the 3-strand point.  Tie an overhand know in one of the 3-
strand sections.  In the other section, tie another overhand knot, this time in the opposite direction as the 
first.  This will allow the legs to at least appear symmetrical.  
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

Tie the legs onto the body.  Use the knots in the back legs to measure half-way down the abdomen, or so. 

    

Measure and trim the front legs 

 

Split the legs and tie on your yellow foam as a “marker” 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

The finished locust swarm 

 

Until Next Month, Tight Loops! 
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The Texas FlyFishers Officers and Executive Committee 

Marcos Enriquez John Purcell Bob Brill  
President Vice President / Programs Secretary / Membership 
 
Raymond Lindeen Jim Richards Dave Lemke 
Treasurer  Secretary / Programs Webmaster 
 
Mike Graham Mike Frankhoff Frank Schlicht  
Communications Conservation Chair Education Chair 

To Be Announced To Be Announced Alex Blacque   
Saltwater Outings Chair Freshwater Outings Chair Door Prizes 
 
Chris Sumers Skip Donovan Mary Kay Donovan 
Dr. Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival Auction Chair Auction Chair 
 
For more information, go to the club’s website at www.texasflyfishers.org   

 


