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There is still plenty going on!  
It’s June and school, for some, is over until September, intermural soccer is all but over and, little league 
baseball is nearing playoff time. So, it’s time to relax, sit back with a cold drink and, GO FISHING! Not 
so fast there, cowboy. There’s still plenty to do around the Club… 
June’s monthly meeting includes the Club’s annual election (outlined in the May Windknots). Oh yeah, 
don’t forget that your yearly membership dues expire at the end of this month.  
Also, you will want to be on hand for the club’s July meeting when our scheduled speaker is world record 
holder Meredith McCord. Meredith will be speaking to the club about her quest to catch 100 line class 
records (she’s currently at 99) as well as her travels and techniques to accomplish this milestone. 
August is time for the Texas Flyfishers Annual Mini Expo, held in place of the regular monthly meeting. 
The Expo is scheduled for Saturday, August 27th at the Terrance United Methodist Church located at 1203 
Wirt Road in Houston, Texas 77055. We are looking for an event lead and volunteers for set up and take 
down, casting, fly tying demonstrations and other activities. Check with Marcos Enriquez or John Purcell 
if you are interested 
The following day, Sunday, August 28th, 2016, our Club celebrates its 40th birthday. Marcos is working 
on a location and will fill us in on the details as they become a little more concrete. 
The Willow Water Hole (WWH) project is moving forward nicely and, on September 17, 2016 the WWH 
will be one of the sites for Carpathon, a city wide invasive species removal tournament and, the Harvest 
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• Fly of the Month – Chernobyl Ant submitted by Don “Puck” Puckett Page 12  
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There is still plenty going on! Continued 
Moon Festival. Our Conservation Chairman, Mike Frankoff, will be providing additional details about 
these fun events as they become available.  
September’s monthly meeting will open some new territory for the club and, its members. The scheduled 
speaker is Filippo Invernizzi, owner of Avalon Cuban Fishing Centers and he will be educating us 
traveling to and fishing the waters of our neighbor 90 miles to the south of Key West. This should be a 
great opportunity to get some firsthand information for that trip of a lifetime.  
While there are no outings currently scheduled for October, if you have a place in mind and would like to 
lead an outing, contact Marcos or John Purcell and fill them in.  
Due to conflicts with the high tournament traffic in July, The Port O’Connor One Fly has been moved to 
November with Dave Garner taking the helm and providing us with details as they become available.  
And, closing out the year, December is when the club will hold the Christmas Party. The details are still 
coming together but, if last year’s event is any indication, you better come hungry. And, as always, a 
covered dish is always appreciated.  
As you can see, there is still plenty going on before we come to the year comes to an end. And, if you 
would like to volunteer to lead an outing or fill the lead position as either Freshwater or Saltwater Outings 
Chair, we would like to hear from you. Also, a topic that came up at the last Board of Directors meeting 
was to add an hour long casting session outside the Bayland Community Center, before the monthly 
meeting commences. If you are interested in heading up one of these sessions or, stepping up as the 
activity lead, we’d love to hear from you.  

 

Come to the July meeting! 
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What’s Happening This Month: 
June TFF Monthly Meeting – For our monthly meeting on Tuesday, June 31, 2016 our speaker will 
be Biologist, Daniel Walker, who is currently Project Leader for Coastal Bend Wetland Ecosystem 
Projects, which includes the Guadalupe Delta, Matagorda Island and the newly acquired Powderhorn 
Ranch, with his primary duty being the development of Powderhorn Ranch.  

Less than 2 years ago, a multi-partner coalition including the Texas 
Park and Wildlife (TPW) Foundation announced the purchase of the 
17,351 acre Powderhorn Ranch along the Texas coast in Calhoun 
County. This acquisition will conserve a spectacular piece of property 
that is one of the largest remaining tracts of unspoiled coastal prairie 
in the state and at a purchase price of $37.7 million is the largest 
dollar amount ever raised for a conservation land purchase in the 
state.  As explained by Laura Huffman, Texas state director for The 
Nature Conservancy, “The Gulf of Mexico is the hardest working 
body of water in the country, but it desperately needs nourishment. 
 We have steadily stripped away its natural defenses, endangering 

wildlife, nature and the millions of residents who live in coastal 
communities. This investment in Powderhorn Ranch protects the 
best of the last coastal prairies left in Texas and stitches together a 
network of protected lands that are vital to the resilience and health 
of the Gulf Coast.”  For additional information, here is a link to the 
TPWD at 
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20140821a 

So, come on out to the June 2016 meeting, watch some fine fly tying 
before the meeting, mingle with fellow fly fishermen and women and hear a presentation by a fine 
speaker; we would be glad to have you. We would be glad to have you at the meeting. Location: 
Community Center Building in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston TX 77074.  

 

  

http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20140821a
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This Month - Continued: 

Outings: 
June Saltwater Outing – Anahuac / Trinity Bay, Saturday, June 25th, 2016. Group will meet up at Ft. 
Anahuac Park at 7:00 am, fish until 3:00 pm or, until you get bored, whichever is first. A kayak is 
strongly recommended though, some wading is possible. Outing Leader is Michael Quigley and he can be 
contacted at (713) dos-uno-tres-eight-one-five-zero or e-mail Michael at   mfquigley at yahoo dot com 

The June Freshwater Outing to the South Llano River outing is being re-scheduled as a joint outing 
with P.A.C.K. (Paddling Anglers Canoe and Kayak) and, the new date and details will be announced at a 
later date. Check the website updates.  

Mark Your Calendar: 
July Monthly Meeting: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 at 6:30 pm – You will want to be on hand for this 
meeting. The July speaker will be world record angler Meredith McCord. I’m not sure a month has gone 
by without a write up, complete with photos on Meredith and her attempt to catch 100 world records. 
Casting begins around 5:30 pm. Location: Community Center Building in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet 
St., Houston TX 77074. 
North Louisiana Fly Fishers present the 4th annual Masters Series "A Day with Bob Clouser", 
Saturday, July 23, 2016 from 9:00am to 5:00pm. Cost: $40 Cost includes admission, lunch, coffee, drinks. 
Capacity limited to the first 75, pre-registration required. Buy your tickets early! The Masters series an 
annual program in which NLFF brings the very best fly fishermen in the world to the region. This year’s 
event will consist of an intense day learning from a legend in the sport of fly fishermen. This is a full day 
of learning. Segments will include power point presentation, outdoor casting clinic, and hands on fly 
tying. Bob Clouser is a legendary smallmouth guide and saltwater angler. For more info, contact Tom 
Bullock (318) 393-7729, (318} 393-7729 or, Scott Irwin (318) 469-0854318-469-0854, or check the 
NLFF Facebook page. 
51st annual International Federation of Fly Fishers National Fly Fishing Fair,  August 2-6, 2016 
Park High School Livingston, Montana Show Event Wednesday - Saturday, August 4-6, from 9am to 
5pm. Saturday is FREE entry! http://fedflyfishers.org/Home 
12th Contraband Fly Fishing Expo, Saturday, August 20, 2016 8:30am - 4:00pm at the Moss Bluff 
United Methodist Church, Moss Bluff, LA. ADMISSION IS FREE. Sponsored by the Contraband Fly 
Casters / Tom Nixon Chapter Fly Tying, Casting Demos, Lure Exhibits, Auctions / Raffles, Food and 
Refreshments, Equipment Displays and more! Public invited. For more details, contact Warren Landry at 
(337) 853-7755 or, (337) 853-7755 or Ron Foreman at (337) 842-1439 or (337) 842-1439, e-mail:  
1redflytyer@bellsouth.net or www.contrabandflycasters.net. 
Texas FlyFishers Annual Mini Expo: Saturday, August 27, 2016 at the Terrance United Methodist 
Church located at 1203 Wirt Road in Houston, Texas 77055. Doors will open at 9:00 am and the event 
will run until 4:00 pm. There will be more information on the Expo in the July and August issues of 
Windknots. 

http://fedflyfishers.org/Home
mailto:1redflytyer@bellsouth.net
http://www.contrabandflycasters.net/
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This Month - Continued: 
Texas FlyFishers 40th Birthday Celebration: Sunday, August 28, 2016  

Texas Council of the International Federation of Fly Fishers Annual Texas Fly Fishing Expo: 
September 8 through 10, 2016 at the Grapevine Convention Center, Grapevine, Texas. For additional 
information and list of presentations and classes, see the Expo website at http://txflyfishexpo.com/  

Know You Fellow Fly Fishers – Skip and Mary Kay Donovan, Club Auction Co-Chair: 
Skip and I moved to Houston in November of 1986 and were married in a sunset ceremony in the gazebo 
at Vargo's Restaurant. We had both raised families in the suburbs of Chicago and were ready to forgo the 
cold and snowy winters once and for all. 
Most of my family were already here and the ability to pursue 
our passion for canoeing for 12 months of the year made 
Houston an ideal place for us to settle. Skip was a long haul 
truck driver at the time, so we had the ability to choose where 
we wanted to live. 
We joined the Houston Canoe Club in 1988 and soon became 
active participants and officers in the club. During the next 14 
years, we had the privilege of canoeing from the rainforest of 
Honduras to the wilderness of Quetico, Ontario and many 
places in between. 
Our experience with auctions came from our implementation of the Leonard Hulsebosch Memorial Fund 
for the canoe club. The monies accrued each year were used by the club to assist Texas groups in the form 

of grants for education and water conservation. 
Our canoeing adventures ended in 2004 when first Skip and then I had 
knee replacements and could no longer kneel in our canoes. Needing to be 
outdoors and missing our time on the water, I was on the lookout for new 
possibilities. 
Our opportunity came when I found and joined a class for fly tying being 
offered by the Texas FlyFishers. Skip was rather surprised to say the least. 
While we both enjoyed hard tackle fishing, we had never considered taking 
up fly fishing. 
Long time club member, Tom Lyons, proved to be a great mentor and I 
was soon hooked on all aspects of the art of fly fishing. Since we are a 
team, Skip has been a part of this experience since day one (minus the fly 
tying). While he still doesn't tie, he graciously allows me to keep him 
supplied with flies. 

http://txflyfishexpo.com/
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Know You Fellow Fly Fishers: Continued 
In 2011 Skip decided to put his past auction skills to use for the Texas FlyFishers. His past knowledge 
and experience has allowed him to make the auction a great success for the club In the last few years, I 
have taken a more active role and we have one again made the auction a team endeavor. 
As club members, we have made many close friends and have come to love and enjoy the sport of fly 
fishing. We enjoy sharing our time and experiences with both young and old and feel that the benefits of 
being outdoors and enjoying all the beauty that nature has to offer is a privilege that should be enjoyed by 
everyone. Skip and Mary Kay 

Outing Reports: 
May Saltwater Outing: The 2016 Redfish Rodeo, Rockport, Texas,  

My Redfish Rodeo Experience submitted by Club Vice President, John Purcell 

I left Houston on Wednesday afternoon, headed for Port O’Connor to pick up my 2000 17ft. Pathfinder 
flats skiff. I cranked it up to be sure everything was in good shape and made sure the trailer lights all 
worked. I have always had a problem with the lights, I think mainly due to the corrosive atmosphere of 
being kept in an enclosed shed. They lit up the first time and, I think I may have found a solution by 
spraying the plugs with battery protector spray. I stayed over Wednesday night and pack the boat with 
push pole, cooler, tools, extra gallon of mixed gas for my 60hp 2 cycle Yamaha along with PDF’s, rods 
and wade fishing gear. I finally kicked off for Rockport around 10 am.  

The weather wasn’t looking so good so I figured pre-fishing 
might not happen. The weather did look good for Friday and 
then not so good for Tournament Day on Saturday. I arrived 
around 9:00 am and stopped by Phil Stranahan’s for a little 
breakfast and visit, then went on to the Lighthouse Hotel where 
Mike Graham, George Sutherland and Mike Frankoff who were 
discussing the weather. It was very windy with squalls and 
lightning so, no pre-fishing that day. That evening we got together with Dan Starr, Mike Frankoff and his 
wife, George Sutherland and Mike Graham and dined on a fancy dinner at the Cheryl’s By the Bay. Dan 
and I got up early and launched his Panga to pre-fish, following Scott Fossum out to North Pass because I 
don’t know these waters that well. Dan and I idled from the Super flats up to Blind Pass without a sign of 
Reds, Trout or Sheepshead amongst a constant train of mullet.  

That evening we all met for the Captains meeting sponsored by our best friend Dave Hayward owner of 
Swan Point Fly Shop for libations and snacks and discussed our success that day and no one found any 
fish to speak of. Part of the Redfish Rodeo program was a presentation by Capt. Billy Trimble on how to 
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Outing Reports: Continued 
fish Port Aransas. When asked what fly we should throw his answer was anything white, white or white. I 
picked up a couple white with black chain eyes and red nose Seaducers on my way out, in between 
lightning lit skies.  

Tournament morning, Scott Breedlove, my roommate and fishing 
partner, and I met up with Scott Fossom and Dave Garner at the 
Conn Brown loading ramp and headed out to North Pass. When 
we arrived we discussed best places to fish in this channel. Scott 
mentioned that, on the south side there was a pond that he had 
fished a couple of weeks before but he didn’t find any fish.  

So I decided to try the pond and Scott Breedlove would wade the 
channel bank. I had to walk about 30 yards through mud and cord 
grass. I decided to sneak up on the water, as if I was Brown trout 

fishing, in case there were fish resting along the bank. I scanned the whole pond and so no pushes or bait 
fish movement. I decided to stay back from the bank and cast a size 2 green toad in the middle of the 
pond. Strip, strip and nothing. Four more casts and nothing, no movement anywhere.  About to leave, I 
decided to change to the white, white, white Seaducer. First cast and bam!, a 15” rat red. Now I had to 
take the fish out of the water, lay it on the grass and get my measure tape out and take a picture of the tape 
over the struggling fish. Not an easy task. Okay! I waded into the 
pond and continued to blind cast, the chocolate water. After 15 or 
20 casts pow!, a big one, 26½ inches, again it was a bitch getting a 
photo by myself. The rest of the day I just waded up and down the 
pond blind casting during and in between rain showers, fortunately 
no lightning. I stayed in that area the entire day while Scott 
Breedlove waded the entrance channel with no luck. Clay Sheward 
poled in and around but, to no avail while I had a 22” red on the 
line. I ended up with 4 redfish and 4 trout in that quite pond. After 
arriving back to the Lighthouse Inn, I was surprise that the rest of 
the crew didn’t do as well.  
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Outing Reports: Continued 
And, a special thank you! 

I want to thank Stacy Lynn of Bayou City Anglers for the wonderful prizes she donated, Mike Quigley 
and Mike Frankoff for organizing and pulling the event together and, to The Lighthouse Inn. The 
Lighthouse Inn is a venue for the Rodeo. The staff was very accommodating and there was plenty of 
parking for our boats. There is a ramp to launch from near the premise. The food was good, as was as the 
atmosphere, very Cape Codish, if that’s a word and, the price was right. Thanks for the report, John. ed  
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Outing Reports: Continued 

With the re-location of our Freshwater Outings Chair and the recent “retirement” of our Saltwater 
Outings Chair, coupled with some horrible weather, the 2016 outings schedule has iffy, at best. But, even 
with these challenges, it hasn’t prevented some of our members to fight through the monsoons and past 
the flood waters and make it to the lakes, streams and bays, and come back with reports of some 
impressive catches. Texas FlyFishers members Monica Williamson and her fiancée, Greg Mills recently 
made a trip to Taos, New Mexico. Oh, in case you might be interested, Monica is a graduate of the 2015 
Fly Fishing Academy. ...and now, here is their report  

A Trip to Taos 
By Monica Williamson 

Rick Chancellor of Major League Outfitters from Taos, NM generously donated his services and this two day 
fishing trip which we bought at a Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation banquet in May of 2015. We scheduled our 
fishing trip with Rick for May of 2016.  This gave me and my fiancée Greg 
Mills time to go through the Texas Fly Fishers’ Fly Fishing Academy and 
practice before our scheduled trip!  

Our plan was to leave on Thursday after work and drive to Abilene, Texas, 
spend the night and then continue to Taos on Friday. However, Mother Nature 
had her own agenda and we had a rather ominous start to our trip. As we drove 
into Brenham we were met with a torrential downpour. As we exited on to 
Highway 36 North we noticed how the ditches and fields were flooded and as 
we continued we soon came to a full stop with no traffic moving. We sat there 
for about an hour and never moved so I was looking at the map for an 
alternative route. We had heard of a tornado in Bryan so we were trying to 
avoid that area as well as Interstate-35 due to road construction in Ft Worth.  

We decided to go back and head east on 290. So we turned around and headed 
that way, but we quickly realized that the road was flooded and closed behind 
us. We turned back around and headed to a gas station at the top of a hill where 
others were seeking refuge from the storm. We pulled out our books and settled into reading through the thunder, 
lightning and rain.  

Four hours later we saw vehicles heading north so we decided to try it. We got stuck in traffic again and nothing 
was moving. After sitting parked for 30 minutes we turned around again and tried to make it back the other way. 
This time we were successful. They had it blocked back into Brenham, but we were able to go west on 290, so we 
headed towards Giddings, TX. It was still pouring down rain and we couldn't see the highway lines so we decided 
that the wise decision would be to get a hotel in Giddings, wait out the storm, and try again in the morning. So far 
we were not making very good time as we had been in the car over 6 hours and only gone 81 miles.  

Friday we got an early start, spent the whole day driving, and pulled into Taos early in the evening. We checked in 
and made contact with Rick. We made plans to meet him at 8 a.m. the next morning at the Solitary Angler/Boot 
Doctor shop in the Taos plaza area.  
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Outing Reports: Continued 
My niece, who lives in Oklahoma City, saw that I had posted on Facebook that we were in Taos. She messaged me 
to let me know they were also in Taos visiting friends and being tourists! We met up with her, her fiancé Matt and 
my great niece Kolbie! They were staying in the hotel across the street from us! Serendipity!  

Waders and boots - check, vest -check, rods –check, all good to go! We 
were all set to be fishing on the upper end of The Culebra River, section 2a!  
The Culebra River is located outside of San Louise, Colorado and 50 miles 
north of Taos, New Mexico.   All of our fishing will be on private land that 
the Solitary Angler* has access to, it’s a Rick is the perfect guide for two 
newbie fly fishers. Rick has been fishing for over 30 years and is very 
patient! He set both of our rods up for us. We fished with 3/4 weight rods, 
we had red worm on top and a grub on bottom with an indicator/bobber to 
help us!  

Greg started it off right catching a nice rainbow and then followed it up 
with three nice browns. I was slow in starting, but once I figured it out and had the mechanics down I ended up 
catching several nice rainbows and browns! Our total catch for the day was 8 fish. It's all catch and release. We had 
a full day of fishing from 10-5! Rick has some great sayings to help you remember what to do like, "walking the 
dog," when you have one on the hook, “belly button downstream,” “silicone floats”…I won’t mention his analogy 
to this (wink!)!   

On the way back Rick made a bet with us that we would pass 50 motorcycles before 
we got to town, we bit and we met even more than 50! Evidently there is an annual 
motorcycle rally in Taos over Memorial weekend. We got back to the hotel just in 
time to get cleaned up and have a nice dinner at Matyrs! I decided to order the trout 
since I'd had to release all the ones I’d caught that day! 

The next day we enjoyed a nice breakfast with my nieces and then began fishing day 
2!  As we drove into Colorado, Rick pointed out a herd of wild mustangs roaming at 
Wild Horse Pass. On day 2 we fished in a different river and this one was quite a 
hike to get to! Once we arrived, we were ready to fish! Greg started the day off by 
catching a small brown and then a larger brown. I caught a couple of large browns, 
but I lost them before we got them netted. We wanted to have some time to explore 
town, so we told Rick that we wanted to quit fishing at 2pm, which ended up a 

perfect time to stop as there were storm clouds rolling in 
(are these thunderstorms following us?). We had a 
perfect day of fishing! Once again Rick was the perfect teacher and guide!   

Once we got back to the hotel and cleaned up it was time to be tourists! There was a 
craft show in the park with many Native American craftsmen selling their wares! Being 
a lover of Indian jewelry, this was right up my alley and Greg sweetly indulged me as 
we were making our way to the Taos Ale house! A few beers later and after a great 
conversation with some folks from Denver and with an Air Force man out of 
Anchorage, it was time to call it a night!   

We learned so much on this trip about fly fishing, how to read the water, where the fish 
like to hide, good places to cast towards, how to land a fish and also how not to land a 
fish!  
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Outing Reports: Continued 
We have another trip booked with Rick in July so will be waiting in anticipation for that trip!!! 

*The Solitary Angling Club offers three types of Memberships: Gold, Silver and Bronze.  For more details about 
this unique fishing club please go to their website for more details.  http://thesolitaryangler.com/solitary-angling-
club/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

http://thesolitaryangler.com/solitary-angling-club/
http://thesolitaryangler.com/solitary-angling-club/
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Fly of the Month: 

Chernobyl Ant 
This month’s pattern submitted by Don “Puck” Puckett 

 
I don’t know why I stopped tying this pattern years ago, but last week I was reminded, by a chunky 
small-mouth bass, just how effective it is.  Here is how I tie it: 
Hook:   Mustad 9672 size 6 
Thread:  Size “A” rod wrapping thread, color to match bottom foam 
Body:  1/8 ” foam, 2 colors, dark and light 
Foam glue:  Contact cement 
Legs:  Silicone bass skirt 
Finishing glue:   Flexible cement of your choice (I use “booger glue”) 

 
Glue 2 colors of 1/8″ foam together 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

 
Cut out the bodies 

 
Pinch foam at first tie-in 

 
Hold legs at the first tie-in point 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

 
Legs at first tie-in point 

 
Fold legs in half 

 
Cut legs at halfway point 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

 
Hold Legs at first tie-in point 

 
Legs at first tie-in point 

 
Cut head off at this point 
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Fly of the Month: Continued 

 
Finished Chernobyl Ant 

Not that you have to be reminded but, it’s Hot!, Hot!, Hot! out there.  

 
Let’s be careful out there. 

Until Next Month, Tight Loops!
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The Texas FlyFishers Executive Committee 

Marcos Enriquez John Purcell Bob Brill  
President Vice President / Programs Secretary / Membership 
 
Raymond Lindeen Jim Richards Dave Lemke 
Treasurer  Secretary / Programs Webmaster 
 
Mike Graham Mike Frankhoff Frank Schlicht  
Communications Conservation Chair Education Chair 

To Be Announced To Be Announced Alex Blacque   
Saltwater Outings Chair Freshwater Outings Chair Door Prizes 
 
Chris Sumers Skip Donovan Mary Kay Donovan 
Dr. Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival Auction Chair Auction Chair 
 
For more information, go to the club’s website at www.texasflyfishers.org   

 


