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Clarke Thornton 

October 31, 1946 – September 28, 2015 

“My life is all wrapped up in fly fishing, it is my life” 
This month’s issue of the Windknots is dedicated to the memory of fellow Texas FlyFisher and good 
friend, Clarke Thornton. The following are some memories of Clarke shared with us by fellow FlyFishers. 
I hope you enjoy.  

“I have never known anyone more interested in the traditions of fly fishing than Clarke.  Over the past few years, I 
talked to Clarke many times and many of those conversations occurred while he was in the hospital but never once 
did I hear him complain or whine about the bad break he had received as a result of his health complications. It was 
always talk about "the club", bamboo rods, Hardy Perfection reels and the good times he had experienced on the 
water. 
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Clarke traveled throughout the world while working in his career in theatre and read many of the great writers and 
in particular, writers of fly fishing literature. I also appreciate the work of good writers and always enjoyed my 
conversations with Clarke about literature. It seems that where ever I might be traveling, from France to California, 
Clarke had been there, had some good fishing water to recommend and, of course, always encouraged me to bring a 
bamboo rod. 

As Clarke frequently noted, he did not really care for the world of digital communication. He preferred a phone call 
or a personal face-to-face visit or what he called a "drive by" which meant he would drive up to my house, park at 
the curb and then call me to come out to his car for a visit or to allow him to deliver to me a fly fishing trinket of 
some sort - a book, a loaner bamboo rod or something else related to "the club".  On holidays there was sometimes 
even a delivery of homemade cranberry sauce made from a recipe he got from comedian Dave Letterman's mother. 

Clarke was a fine representative for all of the many traditions of fly fishing, a very dedicated member of the Texas 
Fly Fishers and a good friend. He will be missed by many.” Jim Richards 

“Every time I needed to research data in a book, I called Clarke. If Clarke didn't know the answer he would look it 
up or else loan me a book.” Jerry Loring 

Wow is the way I think of Clarke Thornton. He wowed me with his knowledge of the northeast fishing destination 
and also about bamboo fly rods. He knew about the fabled water that I had read about and also the authors that 
wrote the book on these waters for Clarke was a member of the Theodore Gordon Flyfishers of New York City.   
There were many a days that Clarke would come in to the Orvis store and talk about fishing the Battenkill or many 
of the Catskills rivers. He would also come in and test wiggle the bamboo rods that were on the display rack and 
talk about the famous rod maker of the time. His favorite was reading about fly fishing and I shared his same joy. 
His book collection on the subject was second to none.  I do know that of all the places he has got to fished, Damon 
seven lake, especially duck pond was one of his favorites. I will miss Clarke and the 7 weight bamboo rod he got 
me just became a lot more special. May your lines be tight and your reels scream forever Clarke, I will miss 
forever. Marcos Enriquez, President of the Texas Flyfishers 

 

Note to all:  

A memorial for Clarke Thornton is to be held at a farm pond that belongs to a friend of his, in Tomball. Bring your 
fly rod and cast one for Clarke. Clarke's wife, Angie, and his two daughters will be flying in from Atlanta for the 
event. 

When: Saturday, October 17th, 2015 @ 11:00 am. 

Where: 24706 FM 2978, Tomball, Texas  77375 
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Captain Chuck Scates  
January 5, 1954 – September 28, 2015 

“Back in 1987 when I had just joined the Dallas Flyfisher, a 
famous trio of fly fishers were putting on a demonstration at the 
Hunter Bradlee store in Dallas. The trio included Jimmy Nix, 
Cary Marcus and Captain Chuck Scates.  Jimmy was tying deer 
hair flies, Cary was holding court in fly casting, and Captain 
Scates was talking about fly fishing down near South padre 
island. He had a smile that was contagious and a true Texas 
twang when he spoke.  I was just overtaken by Chuck with his 
information that I wanted to book a trip with him, so I checked 

with my soon to be wife and she said that we would have to scheduled that next year as we had a wedding coming 
up (mine).  I would see Chuck at other functions and he would always inquire when I was going to come down and 
fish with him. Well I finally had the chance of fishing with Chuck when he moved to Rockport. What a guide! The 
man could see forever, and set you up to make the perfect cast. When you did get a hook up, he would whoop and 
howler just like he had caught the fish. I will miss his smile and his keen sense of knowing where to find and make 
fish eat!” Marcos Enriquez 

“Every time I catch a black drum, I remember how Chuck taught me the best technique to fool a drum. Chuck was 
the first guide to have "fly fishing" on his business card.” Jerry Loring 

Veteran Texas fly fishermen are two of a kind 
Scates, Hayward pioneers in waters around Rockport 

Joe Doggett, Houston Chronicle,  March 27, 2008  

http://m.chron.com/sports/outdoors/article/Veteran-Texas-fly-fishermen-are-two-of-a-kind-1760088.php 

 

 

Also, in this month’s issue… 
• What’s Happening this Month – Monthly Meeting, Fly Tying, Reel Recovery Page 5 
• Outings – The Redfish Rodeo, Guadalupe River, Oktoberfisch Page 6 
• Know Your FlyFisher – Club Vice-President John Purcell Page 7 
• Mark Your Calendars – The Louisiana Marshes Trip Page 7 
• Outing Reports –Sabine River, PINS Page 8 
• Fly Of The Month – Drew Chicone’s Disco Shrimp Page 13 

http://m.chron.com/sports/outdoors/article/Veteran-Texas-fly-fishermen-are-two-of-a-kind-1760088.php
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What’s Happening This Month: 

Monthly Meeting: 
October Monthly Meeting – Tuesday, October 27th, 2015. This month’s program features Rus Schwausch from 
Epic Angling Adventurers, www.epicanglingadventure.com . Rus specializes in the operation of remote fly fishing 
Alaskan adventure camps. Rus has 2 camps with different seasons in different locations.  When the season ends at 
the 1st camp (which is a remote/no frills set up)  his staff moves over to the other location which is still a tent camp 
but uses 2 man safari type tents and is much more civilized. Aaron went to the 1st camp and had a great time. I 
have been to the more civilized camp numerous times (Perhaps 6 times?) and it is clearly my favorite Alaskan 
venue. Ray Johnson  

Doors open at 6:00 pm and the social begins immediately after the seating has been set up. The meeting kicks off 
around 7:00 pm with introductions, club business and the reports. Immediately following the drawing for door 
prizes, Rus will begin with his program. The Texas FlyFishers meet at the Community Center Building in Bayland 
Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston, Texas 77074 

Education:  
It is the decision of the President and the Education Director that, effective immediately, Joe Nicklo will no longer 
serve as Director of the club’s Rod Building program.  

On behalf of the members of the Texas FlyFishers and his many students, I’d like to thank Joe for taking the time to 
share his knowledge of building custom rods and articulate inlay work. ed.   

Conservation:  
Padre Island National Seashore Red Tide Update - 10/2/2015 
Via Padre Island National Seashore 

Yesterday’s tests results came back and we are happy to say that it looks like the Red Tide has moved on (for the 
most part). The beaches around Malaquite campground, the visitor center and down to the 15 mile marker came 
back with Low Levels of the red tide algae! Around the 30 levels are a bit higher at the Moderate Levels. It isn’t 
until around the 45 that the red tide levels reach High Levels and down near the channel the levels are higher still, 
about 5 times higher than around the 45MM. 

 If you are coming out to the beach you still want to be careful of the remains of dead fish. While the high tides 
have moved most of them up to the dune line there still may be some in the high road portion of the driving beach. 
The spines and bones from fish can pop tires so please be aware and try to avoid these hazards. Enjoy your 
weekend and the beautiful beach weather! 

Monthly Fly Tying: 
Katy Navy Fly Tying Group – Join us on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 6:00 - 8:00 PM at Puck’s house. The group 
will be tying Drew Chicone’s "Disco Shrimp". As you might remember, Drew was the featured tyer at the 2015 Dr. 
Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival back in February. For time, pattern information, location and directions contact Don 
“Puck” Puckett at (2 ate won) 8 six five - 32 one six, or at his e-mail - doncpuckett at geemale dot com For more 
information on this pattern, follow this link - http://www.southerncultureonthefly.com/scof_summer2014.html  

http://www.epicanglingadventure.com/
http://www.southerncultureonthefly.com/scof_summer2014.html
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Reel Recovery: 

The first Houston Area Reel Recovery Retreat is being held near Navasota Texas on October 9, 10 and 11, 
2015. My thanks to all of you in the club who have supported Reel Recovery in reaching this momentous event this 
year! I want to send a special thanks to the men and women on our Texas FlyFishers Reel Recovery team who have 
shared their time, talent and treasure during this period to gain the donation level to sponsor this retreat and, the 
retreat scheduled for 2016! And, thanks to other Texas FlyFishers members who always support what we are doing. 
The efforts have paid off, as we begin a special club initiative. Without the support of the Texas FlyFishers, the 
Houston Area Reel Recovery Retreat would not be possible. Be proud of what we are doing!  

If any of you wish to volunteer to help at the Navasota retreat, please contact me at 713-202-0101. Dave Steffek 

Oktoberfisch: 
Oktoberfisch Fly Fishing Festival, October 16-18, 2015. This event is held in Morgan Shady RV Park, Junction, 
Texas 76849. along the banks of the Llano River – For additional information, oktoberfisch@hotmail.com, 
www.fredericksburgflyfishers.org, Gene Smith at eight30-997-888one, Bruce Ward at 83zero-45six-220one or, 
Don “Puck Puckett – doncpuckett at geemale dot com  

Outings: 
October Saltwater Outing – The 29th Annual Red Fish Rodeo, Saturday, October 10th, 2015, Rockport, Texas.  
The Redfish Rodeo is a one day, fly only, catch and release contest, open to fly fishers from all over. The festivities 
will kick off Friday evening, October 9th, 2015, with the Captain’s meeting at Paradise Key Dockside Bar Grill, 
beginning at 7:30 PM (optional dinner at 6:00 pm). Fishing begins at 6:30 am on Saturday morning and goes until 
everyone meets up at Drifters Resort for the “weigh in” followed by a BBQ supper served up by the Texas 
FlyFishers. Prizes will be awarded for Longest Redfish, the Longest Trout, the longest Three Fish Slam (redfish, 
trout, and flounder) and the Most Spots on a Redfish along with some great door and raffle prizes. For more 
information, contact Michael Quigley at (SevenOneThree) 213-8150 or, mfquigley (at) yahoo (dot) com 

October Freshwater Outing – Back to Damon 7 Lakes on Saturday, October 24th, 2015. Damon 7 Lakes is 
located just past Damon, Texas. The fishing will kick off at 7:00 am and go until it’s too dark to fish. Cost is $40.00 
per person. Outing Leader is Russell Cowart, (71 three) 2 zero 8 (dash) 33 two 0, e-mail: RCowart (at) eprod (dot) 
com More to come in the October Windknots.  

Non-Club Events This Month: 
Happy Hour at Orvis Houston - Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm., 5727 Westheimer Rd, Houston, TX 77057, 
(713) 783-2111. Call for dates.  
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Know Your Texas FlyFisher: - Hello, I’m John Purcell, the Club Vice President! 
I was born in Washington State in 1944 and raised in Anchorage, Alaska, where I learned to fish with my Dad for 
Dollies, Rainbows and Graylings. We would  sometimes hop on the Alaska Railroad with rods and camping gear, 

get dropped off at a wilderness creek or river for a couple days in bear country, 
eating rain soaked pancakes and eggs (sometimes with mosquito dressing) then, 
flagging down the train to return home. Fishing continued but, not with a fly rod 
but, as a canoe guide in the Quetico Superior National Park out of Ely, Minnesota. 
At the manly age of 18 years, I canoed the length of the Mississippi 2400 miles 
from Lake Itasca to New Orleans with a buddy.  

I moved to Ketchikan, AK to work for my uncle in a saw mill and commercial 
fishing boat and then, as a mechanics helper for a charter floatplane company.  I 
married my first wife and eventually had three boys. I ordered and built my first 
Herter’s fly rod and, a Folboat Kayak from a kit in my living room to fish Sockeye 
(Red Salmon), Dollies, Graylings and Rainbows in Ward Creek and the mountain 
lakes.  

I moved back to Anchorage, joined the oil field, working offshore in Cook Inlet as a 
rig hand then, the North Slope as a Drilling Fluids Engineer for Magcobar. I 
transferred to their International Division to work in 

Peru where my first job blew up, literally, in my face, 9 miles offshore, killing 7 people 
including 3 Americans. After two years in Talara, I was transferred to Trinidad where 
we adopted our three day old Trinidadian daughter. After 13 years, my wife had 
enough of overseas and we parted ways.  

Two years later I met my current wife of 35 years, Adrienne, while at the Houston 
Headquarters, and we were married a year later and moved to Colombia. I then began 
fly fishing in Venezuela for pavon (Peacock Bass) in the jungle and, then the Los 
Roques Archipelago for bonefish. I moved to Hilton Head, NC and discovered the joy 
of fishing for Red Drum out of a canoe. In 1997, I moved to Houston and met my fly 
fishing mentor and fishing buddy Mike "Golden" Graham, who introduced me to the 
Texas FlyFishers Club which I have enjoyed and learned ever so much about saltwater 
fly fishing, now my passion. I don't turn down freshwater outings. My latest adventures 
apart from the Texas Gulf Coast was fishing a 10 wt. in the Red Sea and a 5 wt. 0n the 
Dream Stream in Colorado. Have two boys with Adrienne and I have two sons living in 
Denver. Andrew, 31, works for a residential builder and Daniel, 28, who is fresh out of 
the Marines and studying Airframe and Powerplant. Both are into fly fishing so, I get 
to spend time fishing Colorado. John  

Mark Your Calendar: Coming Events 
November Saltwater Outing – The Louisiana Marshes Trip in search of big reds 

On Friday, October 30th and Saturday, October 31st the Texas FlyFishers (TFF) are taking a roadie and going to 
fish the marshes of Lake Calcasieu in Louisiana in search of big Reds. This is to be a dual club trip and our hosts 
are the Contraband Fly Casters (CFC) out of Lake Charles, Louisiana. This is the first of what I hope will be many 
more dual or multi-club trips with our fellow fly fishers in Texas as well as our neighboring states. Establishing a 
connection with other fly clubs, such as this, could open up many new and exciting fly fishing opportunities for us 
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that we can build upon. Group exchange can't help but mean better things for fly fishers. 

Details are being worked out but the event will kick off on Friday evening with a fish fry, courtesy of the CFC. This 
will give us an ideal opportunity to meet our hosts from the CFC and discuss the following days fishing. Jeff 
Ferguson, a salt from the CFC, will give a power point presentation on fishing the Big Lake, as it is referred to by 
the locals. This will be followed by a Captains meeting at which time boat assignments will be made. 

From what I've been able to gather from Fred Hannie, a member of the CFC, friend of the TFF, a regular participant 
at the Dr. Ed Fly Tying Festival and Annual Auction donor, they are excited about this opportunity and looking 
forward to it. Naturally the BIG question is numbers. Being that the CFC is a small club their ability to take us out 
upon Lake Calcasieu and into it's marshes will depend a lot on us providing the majority of the water-crafts. That 
shouldn't present much of a problem as Lake Charles is about as far as Port O'Connor and TFF trailers there 
routinely.  

Lodging for Friday and Saturday nights have been secured. Both night have to be paid for regardless of whether or 
not you are staying for one night or two but will be cheaper than renting a motel room for one night in Lake Charles 
seventeen miles away. Rooms and boat space for those without their own boat is limited and on a first come first 
serve basis. If we have enough interest an additional guest house can be rented but I need to know ASAP before 
they are all rented. Additionally, if there is enough interest a kayak group can be set up but I repeat I must know 
ASAP. 

Due to problems signing up on the web lately it would be advisable to e-mail or call me to secure a spot. I can 
hopefully answer any questions you have at that time. This may seem redundant but I am going to repeat, boat 
assignments for non-boat owners and camp house reservations are on a first come first serve basis. Space is limited, 
sign up now. Trip Leader: Skip Donovan - skipdonovan1@sbcglobal.net cell: (713) 822-0069  

November Freshwater Outing – Guadalupe River, Sattler, Texas November 21st, 2015. Details, meet up location 
and times, TBD. Outing Leader: Michael Quigley. For more information or, to sign up contact the outing leader 
Michael Quigley at (SevenOneThree) 213-8150 or, mfquigley (at) yahoo (dot) com 

November TFF Monthly Meeting – Club Member Jerry Brown’s presentation will tell us about traveling to fly 
fishing destinations and, avoiding some of the pitfalls. Doors open at 6:30 pm and the meeting officially begins 
around 7:00 pm. At the Community Center Building in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston, Texas 77074 

Outings Reports:  

Some of what you will read here is true.  
September Freshwater Outing: Sabine River, September 26th, 2015, Outing Leaders: Puck 
2015 TFF Sabine River Trip 

Details: 

• There were 8 anglers in 7 Kayaks and 1 Canoe 
• There were over 200 fish caught 
• We had great company, Good food, Perfect weather 

“And now, for the rest of the story”… 

Mary-Kay, Skip, Larry, David,  Rob and I met Crawford at his place on Toledo Bend before dark and 4 of us 

mailto:skipdonovan1@sbcglobal.net
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immediately started throwing a fly line, with little, if any success.   

Rob and Crawford cooked the steak and baked potatoes for dinner 
when it started getting dark, as we snacked on the veggie tray that 
David had brought.   

After diner there was this amazing, and rich, chocolate cake waiting, 
thanks to Larry. 

The entire group woke up at 0430 to breakfast casserole that Mary 
Kay had made the night before, and coffee.  Instant human, just add 
coffee. 

All the fishing gear that wasn’t loaded was then quickly loaded as 
breakfast dishes were taken care of and the 7 of us was on the road by 0600. 

 Since this was a short, 5 mile drive, and the new improved boat ramp was easy to find in the dark we were at the 
river in a very short time.  Now we had the challenge of getting all of the watercraft down the hill.  I backed the 
trailer down with 2 kayaks and a canoe, and since this was so much fun to do in the dark, we decided to carry the 
other 5 kayaks down by hand.  Even with all this fun, we were still 
on the water by 0700.  By this time Rene had joined us, bringing our 
number up to 8. 

We watched the sunrise at 0706 while moving to the first fishing 
location, the first rocks.  The first three fish were hooked and landed 
before we go to our first fishing area. There were dozens of white 
egrets standing on the rocks that we had chosen as our first fishing 
area.  They were standing there in the hopes of the white bass hitting 
the shad, and them, then picking up the leftovers.  I only saw a few of 
them feeding, but not in that crazy way they do when the fish are 
chasing shad. 

We had perfect weather for this outing, with very few clouds, and no 
wind all morning.   

When Rob checked the website he found that there was no generation 
scheduled for that day, meaning that we could stay in the generation 
canal all day, and not have to jump over to “cold-water” this time, 
like we did last year. 

There was great water clarity and temperature. It was so good that 
there was a group of scuba divers getting certified just across from 
our launch point.   

We started fishing at the first rock and as the sun came out we drifted 
slowly downstream, fishing as we went.  As we kept catching fish, 
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we switched flies from “what works” to “what else works.”  Small (size 6-10) poppers worked very well most of 
the day, as did small minnow imitators, like the Cypert’s Minnow. 

Most of the fish were spotted (Kentucky) bass, with a few yellow 
sunfish thrown in for color. There were also some bluegills caught, 
along with one gar landed (Skip).   

As we made our way back to the launch point for lunch we saw one 
8+ foot alligator cruising in the middle of the river.  He wasn’t 
aggressive, and he watched us warily as we made our way upstream. 
One smaller, 4+ foot alligator was lounging in the shallows, 
apparently sunning.   

Lunch was at noon, back at the trucks, with coffee brewing and 
plenty of talk about the morning.  When we said to bring your own 

lunch, I had no idea as to what diverse types of food are considered “lunch.” 

6 canoes full of boy scouts launched while we ate lunch.  They planned to spend the night on a sandbar on the way 
to the next take-out, 10 miles down the river. 

The light wind in the afternoon came out of the north, pushing everything down the river.  Most of us went upriver 
against the wind, making it easy to drift back to the launch point.  One brave soul, Rob, decided that he wanted to 
explore down river.  Perhaps we can get him to tell his tale. 

12 canoes from “Tak-A-Paw Expeditions” came around the bend as we were making our way to the take-out point.  
They had launched on the Louisiana side at 0700, and were just now making it to the take-out. 

We were off the water at 1530, and loading up.  Crawford invited us to stay one more night, and a couple of us took 
him up on it.  If I wouldn’t have made promises, I would have also stayed. 

Those of us who stayed with Crawford Saturday night, breakfasted on the leftovers from the previous day, and were 
on the road back to Houston by 10:30 am. Puck 

September Saltwater Outing: PINS – September th, 2015 Outing Leader: “Puck” 

Here is the summary, so there is no need to read further: 

1. 12 of us made the trip 
2. We caught some fish 
3. It rained 
4. Travel was relatively easy 
5. A good time was had by most 

But if you must know the details: 

John met at my house and we just chunked our gear into the back of 
the truck. All the dry goods went into the “kitchen box” and what few 
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cold things we had between us went into the drink cooler. 

By the time we got on the road we found Scott was already at PINS, and that Eduardo was already rolling. On the 
road we were in touch with everybody but Mary-Kay and Skip, who got a late start. By the time that we got to 
Malachite, about 1130, everybody showed up quickly. 

A quick rigging of rods and back-up gear, along with moving a cooler to the front of the truck, and the Tundra was 
ready. 

Time to roll out, finally, around 1300. Our game plan was to look for fish and find a place to camp around mile 30. 
The weather was a bit breezy for fly fishing all afternoon, but finding feeding fish turned out to be more of a 
challenge. After miles of cruising the beach, we stopped and wet a line when we saw birds feeding way out in the 
horizon. Only smallish ladyfish were brought to hand. 

The travelling on Friday was extremely easy. The sand was packed in most places and there was very little debris. 
We were able to watch the water, with no real activity in it, without having to be too concerned about loose sand. 
We made it down to the 40 mile marker when we saw the clouds start to form. In that area there is very little beach, 

so we backtracked to the 35 mile marker, where we had seen 
birds working offshore, to set up camp. Camp was an interesting 
collection of shelters. Tents, tent-cots, Jumping Jack trailer, and 
I have no idea what to call Tim’s hotel on wheels. Tim supplied 
the name of “Outfitter Popup Truck Camper” 

Camp Friday night: 

The clouds got darker, and flashes of lightning were off in the 
distance as we talked about making dinner.  

The campfire that John had worked so hard on was drowned as 
the rain came down and the wind shifted 180°. Every tent and 
tent-cot that was up was turned over, or flattened. I re-anchored 

mine by tying it to the truck. John weighed his down by getting in it. Eduardo joined Ron and Garland in the 
Jumping Jack. 3 of us decided that a room in town would be a better option. Since we hadn’t heard from Skip and 
Mary-Kay, we didn’t know that they had also chosen that option. 

Morning came, but the rain never let up until well after sunrise. Coffee 
was late as our smaller group recounted the night, and had breakfast. 
Since we had a lot of wet gear, we decided to stay in place and let the 
sun dry what it could. This is where 4 of our group, which had stayed in 
town, found us, standing in the water, fishing. 

Early Saturday morning: 

All morning we had occasional showers, and just enough fish, mostly 
whiting, to keep us interested in fishing. All afternoon Saturday the 
weather was perfect, just with a stronger wind than we liked for fly 
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fishing. 

Our camp finally broke apart after lunch as most of the gear was dry. 
Moving north, away from the jetties turned out to be a good idea. An 
angler coming from the jetties area told us that fishing was slow, travel 
was tough, and the water was off-color. His group had gotten into some 
big sharks, but not at the pace he was hoping for. 

We kept moving and watching the water. Around mile 25 or so, the 
water started clearing nicely, so we decided to pitch camp at another 
wide spot in the beach. The wind was up, but no rain, as we sat around 
the campfire. Tim volunteered to cook the HB hotdogs on his grill 
beside his palace, so we abandoned the campfire to sit under his canopy, 
and smell the dinner cooking. He was able to cook an entire pack at once on his grill, much more efficient than the 
long forks held over the campfire, and a lot less sand in our teeth. Tents up, dinner stuff packed away, the entire 
group scattered for their shelters. For some reason we were tired. 

Sunday morning, at 0430, I put kettle on for hot water and prepared the coffee pot. Garland joined me soon and we 
brought our chairs over to watch the stars and chat. Soon there was a line of 
chairs at the coffee pot and most of the group were admiring the stars and 
enjoying the morning. The only time we used our headlamps or flashlights 
was when we absolutely had to. 

But as pleasant as the morning was, and as comfortable as our chairs were, 
we came to fish. As the sky lightened some of us started grabbing rods and 
making our way to the water. Others sat, enjoying their coffee, and 
watching our friends fish. 

John landed a nice red just at sunrise Sunday morning. What we didn’t know is that Jerry was flinging a spoon into 
the third gut, hooking up with Spanish mackerels, and releasing them. 

About 0930 or so, we packed up camp and started making our way north towards the Malachite parking lot. 
Movement in the water caught our attention. It was only a flash, or a 
splash, but we had to throw something in the water.   Ladyfish and baby 
jacks were there and were willing to bite.This is the location that Jerry 
hooked into and landed his 22 pound jack. 

At the Malachite parking lot, we reloaded most of our gear and 
disassembled the rods before the trip home. A quick shower and we 
were on the road. A small group stopped for food one the way home. 
The rest of us just drove to Houston, stopping only for jerky. Finally, at 
1630, home, trans-load, shake hands and a promise of “next time”, we 
part ways. Now the only task was to get all the sand and salt out of all 
of our gear. Another great trip in the books! Puck. 

https://texasflyfishers.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/p9124446.jpg�
https://texasflyfishers.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/p9134489.jpg�
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Fly Of The Month: 

Chicone’s Disco Shrimp 
Designed and Tied by Drew Chicone 

 

Materials 

Hook:  Daiichi X472 sizes  2 or similar long-shank hook,  
Thread:  Tan 210 Denier Waxed Flymaster  
Head:  Coyote Body Fur 
Body:  3mm closed cell foam - Sand/Tan 
 UV Ice Dub - Tan 
Legs:  Life Flex - Tan 
Eyes:  Large EP Crab & Shrimp Eyes -Black 
Rattle:  Woodies Rattler Inserts Clear 
Antenna:  4 Strands Krystal Flash - Bonefish Tan 
Tail:  2 - 4mm Gold Sequin (available at any craft store) 
Adhesive:   Zap CA Super Thin 
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Step 1: Start by sliding on two gold Sequins (Convex side toward the eye of the hook).  Place the hook in the vice - 
point down, and start the thread at the point of the hook.  

 
Step 2: Tie in a small tuft of coyote fur approximately one inch long. 

 

Step 3: On top of the coyote, tie in four legs at their middle. Fold the legs back on themselves so they stick out past the bend of 
the hook and tie down. I like to trim them different lengths, leaving some as long or longer than the coyote. 
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Fly Of The Month: Continued 

 
Step 4: Tie in the eyes on top; they should be even with or extend just slightly past the bend of the hook. 

 
Step 5: Make several wraps in-between the eyes to separate them. 

 
Step 6: Trim off the excess mono, and tie in the rattle (point forward) on top of all the other materials and slightly in front of the 
eyes. Add a drop of Zap CA to secure the rattle. 
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Fly Of The Month: Continued 

 
Step 7: Tie in 4 doubled strands of Krystal flash for the antenna  

 
Step 8: Directly behind the rattle, tie in a second, slightly longer and fuller bunch of coyote fur on top to cover the 
rattle. 
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Fly Of The Month: Continued 

 

Step 9: Dub the thread with about 3 inch of dubbing and wrap forward to cover all your previous wraps.   

 
Step 10: On top of the rattle, tie in the foam with 4-5 overlapping wraps. It should be 2 1⁄2 inches long, a quarter of 
an inch wide and tapered to a point at the shrimp's head.   

 
 

Step 11: Dub the thread with 2 inch of ice dub and make 4-5 turns, about 1⁄4 inch under the foam. When you are out 
of dub, tie down a segment of foam. 



 

 
©2015 Texas Flyfishers - All Rights Reserved 18 

Fly Of The Month: Continued 
 

 
Step 12: Repeat process 1-2 more times, reducing the size of the segment slightly each time until you reach the sequins.   

 
Step 13: The sequins should prop up the tag end of the foam (tail).   

 

Step 14: Trim off the excess foam, and whip finish in between the foam and the sequins to complete. 
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Fly Of The Month: Continued 

 
Step 15: Completed Disco Shrimp 

 

Drew Chicone’s Disco Shrimp was featured in the May/June issue of Fly Fishing in Saltwaters Magazine. 
The Texas FlyFishers would like to thanks to Drew Chicone for sharing his pattern with us for our Fly Of 
The Month pattern. Drew was the featured tyer at the 2015 Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival.  

You can learn more about this fly and, many more of Drew’s unique patterns in his books, Feather Brain 
– Developing, Testing & Improving Saltwater Fly Patterns, Redfish Flies, Snook Flies, Essential Bonefish 
Flies – Andros and Essential Permit Patterns, available from his website at www.saltyflytying.com . 
These books, along with Selecting Natural Materials, are also available in eBook, as well.  

Drew is also co-host of Strip Strike University with his fishing buddy and mentor, Joe Mahler. Strip 
Strike University is a comprehensive, hand’s on, fly fishing academy held on location at Abaco Lodge in 
the Bahamas.  

For more information about Drew and Strip Strike University, check out Drew’s website at 
www.saltyflytyng.com or, www.stripstrikeuniversity.com  

 

Until Next Month, Tight Loops! 

http://www.saltyflytying.com/
http://www.saltyflytyng.com/
http://www.stripstrikeuniversity.com/
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Mike Frankoff Frank Schlicht Mike Graham  
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Don Puckett Mike Quigley Chris Sumers    
Freshwater Outings Chair Saltwater Outings Chair Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival 
 
Skip and Mary Kay Donovan Alex Blacque Dave Steffeck 
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For more information, go to the club’s website at www.texasflyfishers.org   

 


	Clarke Thornton
	October 31, 1946 – September 28, 2015
	“My life is all wrapped up in fly fishing, it is my life”
	This month’s issue of the Windknots is dedicated to the memory of fellow Texas FlyFisher and good friend, Clarke Thornton. The following are some memories of Clarke shared with us by fellow FlyFishers. I hope you enjoy.
	“I have never known anyone more interested in the traditions of fly fishing than Clarke.  Over the past few years, I talked to Clarke many times and many of those conversations occurred while he was in the hospital but never once did I hear him compla...
	As Clarke frequently noted, he did not really care for the world of digital communication. He preferred a phone call or a personal face-to-face visit or what he called a "drive by" which meant he would drive up to my house, park at the curb and then c...
	Clarke was a fine representative for all of the many traditions of fly fishing, a very dedicated member of the Texas Fly Fishers and a good friend. He will be missed by many.” Jim Richards
	“Every time I needed to research data in a book, I called Clarke. If Clarke didn't know the answer he would look it up or else loan me a book.” Jerry Loring
	Wow is the way I think of Clarke Thornton. He wowed me with his knowledge of the northeast fishing destination and also about bamboo fly rods. He knew about the fabled water that I had read about and also the authors that wrote the book on these water...
	Note to all:
	A memorial for Clarke Thornton is to be held at a farm pond that belongs to a friend of his, in Tomball. Bring your fly rod and cast one for Clarke. Clarke's wife, Angie, and his two daughters will be flying in from Atlanta for the event.
	When: Saturday, October 17th, 2015 @ 11:00 am.
	Where: 24706 FM 2978, Tomball, Texas  77375
	Captain Chuck Scates
	January 5, 1954 – September 28, 2015
	Veteran Texas fly fishermen are two of a kind
	Scates, Hayward pioneers in waters around Rockport


