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2015, A Texas FlyFisher’s Retrospective 
or, The Year That Things Didn’t Go As Planned! 

One morning last week, I woke up and realized that 2015 is just about over? What happened? Where did it go? 
And, more importantly, what did I miss? These are the questions that we all have faced at one time or another. For 
some, it’s a birthday that’s passed, for others, it’s anniversary that we forgot but, or most of us, I think it’s usually 
fishing trips that we missed OR, and even more scary, fishing trips that we made but, it seems like it’s been so long 
ago, I don’t remember what I caught, if anything. Some of my friends tell me “that’s just because you’re just 
getting older” but, that can’t be, I’m just…fifty nine! Oh my, where did the time go? Well, for those of us whose 
memory has gotten shorter than our casts, here is A Texas FlyFisher’s Retrospective that I hope will help us all 
remember where the last year flew off to… 

Winter: 

The Christmas Party and Annual Holiday Gala took place at the St. Arnold’s Brewing Co. with Sarah Hickman 
providing the entertainment. There was a large turnout by the membership and it’s safe to say we all had a great 
time. Thanks to Santa Purcell and his elves.  

Education Chairman Frank Schlicht kicked off the 2015 Club Education Program with the Beginners Fly Tying, 
followed by the Beginners Rod Building in January. Both courses were well attended.  

The weather for the Guadalupe One Fly (FW January) was gorgeous but, the fishing was slow. GRTU stocked fish 
throughout the morning, but it appeared they were still in shock and not able to bite. The top catch was entered by
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Michael Quigley who taped an 18" female ‘bow. There were reports of other catches but none verified.  

The First Saturday in February is always reserved for the Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival. We had a good 
turnout of talented fly tyers from all over Texas and the surrounding states, as well as visitors of all ages. This 
year’s featured tyer, Drew Chicone, impressed almost as many tyers as did his daughter Lucy.  

2015 also kicked off another year of Texas FlyFishers support with Reel Recovery, a national non-profit 
organization that conducts free fly-fishing retreats for men living with all forms of cancer.  

Chocolate Bayou (SW January and, then again in May) was weathered out in both attempts. Maybe we’ll try again 
in 2016? 

The Lower Mountain Fork at Broken Bow (FW February) Outing failed to happen due to the lack of a leader.  

Matt Blythe kicked off the annual “Trout in the Classroom” at Katy High School.  

Spring: 

The Education Program continued with The Academy and Intermediate Fly Tying. 

Trinity River/Lake Livingston (FW March) at Harmon Creek had a good showing even with the iffy weather. There 
were scattered numbers of white bass caught but, the best stories came from the “cozy sleeping arrangements” (I 
hear there were some who nailed their sleeping bags to the wall and slept standing up).  

What’s springtime without the annual Matagorda Prison Permit Round Up (SW March) at Alan Kulcak’s place in 
Sargent. The weather turned off beautiful and there was a good turnout of anxious fishermen. Catching was good 
and when the boats were on the trailer and the gear cleaned up and stowed away “Golden” Graham was declared 
the 2015 champion.  

The Texas FlyFishers were once again present at the 40th annual Holder Fishing Show at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center. The booth not only drew a lot of attention to the Club but, also gathered a large number of 
donations for Reel Recovery Quilt drawing.   

Once again, the rain came and it was questionable if our club’s premier fresh water event, The Annual John 
Scarborough Sunfish Spectacular was going to happen. After 5 inches the night before, the day dawned clear and 
calm…and, the fly fishers came. The final results were Garland Sparks, Longest Bream (11 inches), “Puck” 
Puckett, - Most Bass (8 each) and Most Bream (22 each) and, Matt Arnold - Most frogs (I didn’t know they 
counted).   

There was more rain for the Cypress High School Outing to the TPWD Nails Creek Park but, just about sunrise, the 
sky cleared and the day turned off blue bird. 21 Students and 10 volunteers from TPWD (including interns), TFF, 
Cypress High School Staff met up for the practical side of fly fishing with loaded rods. Only a few fish caught but, 
the weather made for an enjoyable day in the outdoors for the students.  

Springtime in Port Mansfield (SW April) means one thing for sure, WIND! A group of intrepid anglers led by 
“Golden” and Scott Fossum hit the clear waters of the Lower Laguna Madre for a mixed bag of trout, redfish and 
snook.  

While the winds of May put the kibosh on the monthly freshwater outing to the Colorado River at Columbus, the 
Annual Club Auction, the club’s main fund raiser, went off as scheduled and the end result exceeded expectations, 
most likely because of the keen skills of Cory Rich, who has served as auctioneer for past 25 years. Thanks go out 
to Mary Kay, Skip and Cory for a job well done! 

Memorial Day once again brought rain, this time enough to flood and destroy properties in the Texas Hill Country.  



 

 
©2015 Texas Flyfishers - All Rights Reserved 3 

This year, we saw the creation of FlatsWorthy, the brainchild of Captain Chuck Naiser, Captain Billy Trimble, 
Dave Hayward and a group of concerned local guides. FlatsWorthy is an initiative to educate recreational boaters, 
fishermen, hunters, kayakers and other groups that utilize the Texas bays about “Shallow Flats Etiquette”. There 
was also the formation of Friends of Lydia Ann Channel (FLAC), a group of determined anglers, guides and 
conservationists concerned with the mooring of barges in and along Lydia Ann Channel and, within the Redfish 
Bay State Scientific Area. Many of these barges store materials which, if released, could cause irreparable damage 
to the waters, grasses and inhabitants of the area.   

Summer: 

Once again, our freshwater anglers make the long drive to Junction for the annual South Fork of the Llano Outing. 
This year’s leader, “Puck” reported good participation by the members, the river was in good shape and fish were 
caught. They’re already planning next year’s trip.   

Always a well-attended outing, this year’s trip to Fence Lake (SW June) aboard the M/V Skimmer, with Capt. 
Tommie Moore at the helm, was no exception. We had a full cast of members including long time member and 
renowned author and columnist Phil Shook. Typical to June weather, scattered showers and hot, the redfish were 
more cooperative to some anglers than others but, after everyone had a chance to clean up and cool off, a fine post-
outing dinner was hosted at the lovely home of Phil and Pam Stranahan.   

It appeared that the White Oak Bayou Outing (FW July) might be another outing in the list of casualties brought on 
by bad weather but, the fishing gods looked on us with favor and the outing came off without a hitch, so to speak. 
Catches included bream, largemouth bass, including a whopping 2½ incher by the outing’s leader “Golden” and, a 
rare armored catfish.  

The POC One Fly (SW July), what can you say? Declare and fish with only one fly all day, each fish that is caught 
counts on your score card.  This year over 30 FlyFishers whipped the water to win the prestigious award but, in the 
end, it was Rookie Blake Greer whose mantle will display the trophy with a winning catch of a whopping total of 
205 inches.  Mike Graham scored the Longest Redfish (27 inches) and the Longest Speckled Trout (16 inches) 
while Michael Quigley caught the winning (only) flounder (15"). The Club VP, John Purcell, once again show off 
his culinary talents with his world famous Paella.  

An event that started out as an attempt to boost the attendance to the August monthly meeting, the Mini Expo has 
developed into one of the club’s major events. The demonstrations and instructions covered fly tying, casting, rod 
building and Tenkara, a form of fly fishing that is not quite the same as what many of us are used to. We had 
representatives from the Texas Council of the International Federation of Fly Fishers present, handing out trash 
collection containers to help keep the banks and shorelines free of trash.   

Skip and Mary Kay led an outing to the San Marcos River with Hill Country guide Kevin Hutchison. Kevin 
dedicated this outing to long time member and close friend Clarke Thornton, who was unable to make the trip from 
Georgia to be part of this outing. Still, those that spent the day on the river caught fish, received lessons along the 
way and were treated to a 5 star shore lunch. Who could ask for more?   

At the August Saltwater Outing, Quigley and Puck decided to try out some new territory, the Anahuac Flats off 
Trinity Bay. There was a good turnout and surprisingly good number of fish caught. Along with the redfish, other 
tailing objects included some of the local, toothy inhabitants (alligators) and, of all things, a school of carp (?). Bill 
Leary nailed a nice 23" red and was immediately struck down by the First Cast Jinx because, that was it for him for 
the remainder of the day. 
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Fall: 

In the September Windknots, I introduced a new column called “Know Your FlyFisher”. This is to introduce the 
members to other members of the club, beginning with the officers of the Club, and let you know a little about their 
background and why they began fly fishing. The first FlyFisher to tell regale us with his escapades was our 
esteemed President, Marcos Enriquez.  

On the freshwater side, it was time for another river trip. Puck led a group of 7 kayakers in kayaks and a canoe 
down Sabine River, below the generation canal. The fish count topped 200 fish plus, a troop of Boy Scouts. There 
was great company, good food and perfect weather 

With just enough time to get home, get cleaned up and pack up for the next outing, Puck led a crew of 11 
unsuspecting fly casters down to Padre Island National Seashore or, PINS. Once again, the rain came but, that was 
not enough to deter the intrepid anglers from their appointed duty, catch fish and make it back to the Park 
Headquarters. The highlight of the trip was a 22 pound Jack Crevalle caught by Jerry…and, the fact everyone made 
it back in one piece.  

Then, on September 28th, we received some devastating news, our good friend Clarke Thornton passed away. A 
memorial was held on October 17th with his wife, Angie, his two daughters and many friends and club members 
celebrating his life. Clarke, you will be missed. 

Once again, the rains came when we tried to go Back to Damon 7 Lakes for the October freshwater outing.  

What was once the fly fishing event of the Texas coast, this year’s Redfish Rodeo drew 12 entries, 2 of which came 
up from the Valley Fly Fishers to fish. At the end of the day, there were plenty of stories about broken boats, 
jumped tarpon and, even a lizard fish (first cousin to Godzilla, I suspect) but, not much in the way of redfish 
catches. “Bear” Auger ended the day with 3 fish measuring a total of 68 inches with Eduardo Davis closely 
following with 3 fish at 65 inches. Congratulations to the winners and thanks to all the anglers who took part in the 
Rodeo.  A special thank you goes to Michael Quigley for putting on a first class event.  

Reel Recovery held its first Houston area retreat the weekend of October 9 through11, 2015 at Camp Allen, near 
Navasota, Texas. 15 men, mostly from the Houston area, participated in the event and, when it was over both 
participants and volunteers went home with life changing memories. What a super way to inaugurate a new retreat 
to serve the Houston Area. And, if you were wondering, there will be another Houston Area Retreat in 2016. 
Contact Dave Steffeck if you are interesting in volunteering.  

The final saltwater outing of the year ended as it began, WET. The trip to Lake Calcasieu with the Contraband Fly 
Casters, out of Lake Charles, LA, was washed out with the second monsoon in as many weeks. Mary Kay told me 
that they will try again when the weather is a little more cooperative.   

There is one more freshwater outing scheduled for 2015 to the Guadalupe River at Sattler, Texas, later this month 
but, as in any good mystery, we’ll have to wait and see “who done it”. 

In bringing the year to an end, I would be remiss if I didn’t thank those of you who contributed the articles, reports 
and photographs that made the first year of the Windknots a success.  

I hope each and every one of you and your family members have a safe and happy Holiday Season and, that we see 
you back for our first club meeting on January 26th, 2016. Until next year, tight lines! Chris    
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What’s Happening In The Next Month or So: 

Monthly Meeting: 
November General Membership Monthly Meeting is Tuesday, November 24th, 2015. This month’s program 
features Club Member Jerry Brown telling us about traveling to fly fishing destinations and, avoiding some of the 
pitfalls. I’m sure he’ll also update us on his recent trip to Costa Rica.  

Doors open at 6:00 pm and the social begins immediately after the seating has been set up. The meeting kicks off 
around 7:00 pm with introductions, club business and the reports. Immediately following the drawing for door 
prizes, Rus will begin with his program. The Texas FlyFishers meet at the Community Center Building in Bayland 
Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston, Texas 77074 

Christmas Party and Annual Holiday Extravaganza: 
The Texas FlyFishers Annual Christmas Party – Come and join us on 
Saturday evening, December 12th, 2015 for the Texas FlyFishers Annual 
Christmas and Holiday Extravaganza at the Saint Arnold Brewing Company, 
2000 Lyons Avenue, Houston, TX 77020 (713) 686-9494. There will be food 
and fun for the members and their families. Due to space limitations, we are 
limited to the first one hundred (100) invitations accepted. For more 
information or, to volunteer to help or to bring a covered dish or dessert, 
contact John Purcell at fluidos1(at) swbell (dot) net 

Education:  
The New Year is upon us and it’s time to go back to school and our Education Director, Frank Schlicht, has set the 
dates for the 2016 Curriculum. They are:  

Beginners Fly Tying – Registration and the first class is Monday, January 11, 2016 from 6:00pm to 9:00pm, then, 
the class will meet each consecutive Monday evening from 7:00pm to 9:00pm; through March 14, 2016. 

The Academy – Registration and the first class is Tuesday, March 1, 2016 from 6:30 to 9:00pm, then, the class will 
meet each consecutive Tuesday from 7:00 to 9:00pm, through March 30, 2016. The class will take place in both 
gym and Boynton Room;  

And,  

Intermediate Fly Tying - Registration and the first class is Monday, March 21 from 6:30 to 9:00pm, then, the class 
will meet each Monday thereafter for the next 10 weeks from 7:00 to 9:00pm, excluding holidays. 

Here are a few notes about the classes:  

• There is a $50.00 registration fee for each of these courses, with registration being the night of the each class, 
with acceptance being on a “first-come-first served” basis. Pre-registrations are not accepted; but, an ‘intent to 
participate’ note prior to registration is greatly appreciated, as there is a seating limitation for each of the 
courses. 

• The seating limitation for the two fly tying courses and the Academy is 24. However, as there is always 
someone, or two, or three, who can’t make a given class, we do accept as many as 27 for each of these courses. 
The seating capacity for the Rod Building Course is limited to 10, with no exceptions.  
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• The two Fly Tying courses and The Academy are all held at the Bethany Christian Church, located at 3223 
Westheimer, Houston, TX, between Buffalo Speedway and Kirby Drive, next to Lamar High School 

Rod Building – This year Kenny Murph will be on hand to teach the rod building classes. This is a great 
opportunity to learn the art from one of the finest robs builders around! Date, time and lLocation to be announced. 

Monthly Fly Tying: 
Katy Navy Fly Tying Group – Join us on Tuesday, December 1st, 2015 6:00 - 8:00 PM at Puck’s house. This 
month, we’ll tie up a baitfish pattern, exact pattern TBD. For additional information and / or directions contact Don 
“Puck” Puckett at (2 ate won) 8 six five - 32 one six, or at his e-mail - doncpuckett at geemale dot com 

Conservation:  
As many of you know, I have been monitoring the progress of the construction of the Willow Waterhole (WWH) 
with the intention on helping to design and implement an inland fishery. 

To review, the WWH is a storm water detention basin that when completed will hold 600 million gallons of storm 
water and will offer 279 acres of usable greenspace, tie into Braes Bayou and help alleviate flooding in Southwest 
Houston. 

The project has presented a unique opportunity for private organizations, like the Texas Fly Fishers, to build upon 
the federal flood damage reduction incentive and create recreational and aesthetic features that benefit the 
community at large. 

The Willow Waterhole Greenspace Conservancy has obtained a $10,000 grant to design and construct a floating 
dock that will be used for a multitude of purposes, not the least of which is a launching site for kayaks and float 
tubes as well as a platform for fishing and fly casting classes. The Conservancy is currently awaiting site approval 
for the dock from the Harris County Flood Control and will then begin the planning and construction phase. Alice 
Best and Mark Webb of Texas Parks and Wildlife will then begin development of an inland fisheries plan which 
will include stocking and maintaining different species of panfish. There is also the possibility that these ponds 
could be incorporated into the TPW rainbow trout stocking program. 

There is a meeting scheduled December 2nd or 3rd, final date is pending, with the board of the Willow Waterhole 
Greenspace Conservancy, Representatives of the City of Houston Parks Department, Harris County Flood Control 
and Texas Parks and Wildlife. If you would like additional information or to participate in this project please 
contact me at: 

Mike Frankoff 
5959 West Loop South, Suite #150 
Bellaire, TX 77401 
Cell: (713) 553-3003 
Office: (713) 355-4000 
Fax: (713) 355-4027 
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Reel Recovery: 

Reel Recovery held its first Houston area retreat the weekend of October 9 through11, 2015 at Camp Allen, near 
Navasota, Texas. We served 15 men, mostly from the Houston area, and had an absolutely seamless event that sent 
both participants and volunteers home with life changing memories. What a super way to inaugurate a new retreat 
to serve the Houston Area. This retreat would not have been possible without the continuous Texas FlyFishers 
(TFF) efforts to gather the donations over 2014 and 2015, and providing the staffing needed to conduct the retreat.   

Reel Recover has a great team of TFF volunteers taking our club into an appropriate service arena for community 
outreach. We should all be proud of the results from their accomplishments, and the results of TFF club and 
member donations. The donation level required to assure a 2016 retreat was reached this year, thanks in no small 
part to TFF. 

Join the Texas Reel Recovery (RR) Team and the TFF / RR Volunteer Team in celebrating a truly successful year! 
The 2016 Fall Houston Area RR Retreat date will be released this month. It is our goal to continue repeating this 
retreat each year, and only with the continued support from TFF will this be possible. Please continue your 
generous support and contributions through 2016. Dave Steffek 

Outings: 
November Saltwater Outing – The Louisiana Marshes Trip scheduled for Friday, October 30th and Saturday, 
October 31st with the Contraband Fly Casters was weathered out. Rescheduled for 2016. 

November Freshwater Outing – Guadalupe River, Sattler, Texas November 21st, 2015. Details, meet up location 
and times, TBD. Outing Leader: Michael Quigley. For more information or, to sign up contact the outing leader 
Michael Quigley at (SevenOneThree) 213-8150 or, mfquigley (at) yahoo (dot) com
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Non-Club Events This Month: 
Fishing Tackle Unlimited – New Store Grand Opening - Thursday, December 3, 2015, 13831 Southwest 
Freeway at Dairy Ashford, Sugar Land, TX 77478.  

Fishing Tackle Unlimited – 2015 Annual Inshore Expo, Saturday, December 
12, 2015 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, at the FTU Katy Freeway Location, 8723 
Katy Freeway, Houston, Texas 77024, featuring tips, tricks and techniques for 
fly and conventional anglers who like to keep it shallow. Scheduled to appear 
at this year’s event will be Enrico Puglisi, a man who is dedicated to bringing 
the best flies, fly tying materials, and fly tying accessories to the fly fishing 
world. All of his patterns are designed to match specific baitfish and to be 
eminently fishable.   

In addition to Enrico, Capt. Chuck Naiser, longtime friend and one of the first fly fishing 
guides on the Texas coast will be joining us for the inshore expo.  Chuck is one of  the 
most respected  guides on the entire coast and is one of the founding member of a group 
called “Flats Worthy”  that’s trying to promote angling etiquette and bring all types of 
fisherman together to help have  less negative impact on the coastal resources here in 
Texas.   

Also scheduled to be on hand are  Captain Scott Null, shallow guide, writer and outdoor 
photographer; Michael Harris, Pro Staffer for Jackson Kayak, Aqua Bound Paddles and 
EP Flies;  Kenny Murph will be on hand all day to answer all your rod building 
questions.  Great opportunity to learn from one of the finest robs builders around!  

Renowned rod builder Kenny Murph will be on hand all day to answer all your rod building questions.  Great 
opportunity to learn from one of the finest robs builders around!  

Bayou City Angler is coming! A new fly shop will be opening in December. Stacy Lynn is opening Bayou City 
Angler at 3641 Westheimer Rd, Suite A, Houston, TX 77027 (Westheimer @ Timmons). 

Mark Your Calendar: Coming Events 
December Outings – There are no outings planned for December but, if you have an idea and, would like to lead 
one, please contact our outings chairmen, Michael Quigley and/or Don “Puck” Puckett  

December TFF Monthly Meeting – There will be no Monthly Meeting for December but, we hope to see you at 
the Club’s Christmas Party and Annual Holiday Extravaganza. The regularly scheduled monthly meetings will kick 
back off on January 26th for the first meeting of 2016. As before, the doors open at 6:30 pm and the meeting 
officially begins around 7:00 pm. At the Community Center Building in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., 
Houston, Texas 77074.  

24th Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival – Saturday, February 6th, 2016, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm. Join many of 
the finest fly tiers, representing Texas and the surrounding states, demonstrating how to tie everything from the 
smallest sizes of midge nymphs to giant saltwater flies. This year’s featured guest is Blane Chocklett, developer of 
the Game Changer articulating fly and many other productive patterns. The Festival will once again be held at the 
Bethany Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer, Houston, TX 77098.  

If you would like to help out with the Festival, please contact me as soon as possible. Chris Sumers - Event 
Chairman. 
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Super Bowl 50 - Sunday, February 7th, 2016, at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, California. 

Hold my beer and watch this! 

Hypothermia 

As 2015 draws to an end and we prepare to greet the New Year, many of us will still be found out on the lakes, 
bays, rivers and streams casting flies. “That’s what I like about Texas” but, the average temperatures for Galveston 
in the winter months runs in the mid 50’s for the highs and, the mid to low 40’s for the low temperatures. With that 
drop in air temperature, the water temperature will be running in the mid 50’s which is cold if you happen to get 
wet. Should this happen, will you be dressed for the elements and fight off the enemy, hypothermia?  

Hypothermia is defined as a body core temperature below 95.0 °F. Symptoms depend on the temperature. In mild 
hypothermia there is shivering and mental confusion. In moderate hypothermia, shivering stops and confusion 
increases. In severe hypothermia there may be erratic behavior, like paradoxical undressing (where a person 
removes their clothing and runs around), as well as an increased risk of the heart stopping. 

Hypothermia has two main types of causes. It classically occurs from extreme exposure to cold. It may also occur 
from any condition that decreases heat production or increases heat loss. Commonly this includes alcohol 
intoxication but may also include low blood sugar, anorexia, and advanced age among others. Body temperature is 
usually maintained near a constant level of 97.7–99.5 °F through thermoregulation. Efforts to increase body 
temperature involve shivering, increased voluntary activity, and putting on warmer clothing. Hypothermia may be 
diagnosed based on either a person's symptoms in the presence of risk factors or by measuring a person's core 
temperature.  

Water 
Temperature 
in Degrees F  

Loss of Dexterity (with no protective 
clothing)  

Exhaustion or 
Unconsciousness  

Expected Time of 
Survival  

50° to 60°  10 to 15 min.  1 to 2 hrs.  1 to 6 hrs.  
60° to 70°  30 to 40 min.  2 to 7 hrs.  2 to 40 hrs.  
70° to 80°  1 to 2 hrs.  2 to 12 hrs.  3 hrs. to indefinite  
Over 80°  2 to 12 hrs.  Indefinite  Indefinite  

 

Appropriate clothing helps to prevent hypothermia. Synthetic and wool fabrics are superior to cotton as they 
provide better insulation when wet and dry. Some synthetic fabrics, such as polypropylene and polyester, are used 
in clothing designed to wick perspiration away from the body, such as liner socks and moisture-wicking 
undergarments. Clothing should be loose fitting, as tight clothing reduces the circulation of warm blood. In 
planning outdoor activity, prepare appropriately for possible cold weather. Those who drink alcohol before or 
during outdoor activity should ensure at least one sober person is present responsible for safety. 

While we should all wear life vests, the United States Coast Guard promotes using life vests to protect against 
hypothermia through the 50/50/50 rule: If someone is in 50°F water for 50 minutes, he/she has a 50 percent 
better chance of survival if wearing a life jacket. A heat escape lessening position can be used to increase 
survival in cold water. 

Hypothermia is the cause of at least 1500 deaths a year in the United States and, it’s more common in older people 
and males. So, dress warm and dry and let’s all fish safe in 2015! Chris  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synthetic_fabric
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Coast_Guard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heat_escape_lessening_position
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Outings Reports:  

Some of what you will read here is true.  
October Freshwater Outing: Return to Damon 7 Lakes, September 26th, 2015, Outing Leaders: Russell 
Cowart 
Late Friday afternoon I drove out to Damon Seven Lakes and stayed overnight so that early Saturday morning I 
could help Mike Arnold sign-in people for the D7L outing.  Visited with Mike and Matt Arnold Friday night.  In 
the morning Mike and I set things up for registration at 6:30 am.  Five people came between 6:45 and 7:30.  I opted 
to leave early as I did not want to get caught in heavy rain later on.  The others stayed until about 1: 00 pm.  As it 
turned out, only a light rain came down the entire time at seven lakes making for a fishable outing.  Thanks to 
Michael Quigley, Tracy Quigley, Greg Mills, Monica Williamson, and Bill Johnson for braving the weather to fish 
the D7L outing. 

Comments from Quigley: Thanks for getting this together and thanks to Mike for feeding us. Tracy & I enjoyed 
ourselves and a little rain didn’t bother us a bit. 

Comments from Tracy Quigley: Had a great time! Caught 2 lil’ bass. If you listened closely, we could hear the fish 
laughing at us. Mike Arnold taught us a new knot that is fantastic. The lunch was delicious, too. 

October Saltwater Outing: The Redfish Rodeo, October 10th, 2015, Outing Leader: Michael Quigley 

A dozen intrepid anglers met this weekend to pursue Sciaenops ocellatus (aka redfish, aka that darned fish that 
wouldn’t take my fly!) I was supposed to meet Golden & Scott F. for a tour of potential fishing sites on Friday, but 
my console electrical system was acting up. Thanks to Chris’s Marine in Aransas Pass for getting me fixed up in a 
jiffy! By the time my boat was fixed, it was pouring rain and about time to stop by Swan Point to pick up many of 
the prizes. That evening, many of us, including two special attendees, Mark M & Jack K from Valley Fly Fishers 
met up for a fine meal at Paradise Key Grille and to discuss strategy. 

The next morning, we set out in our pursuit. Some of us hit Corpus Christi Bayou, while others spread out across 
the bay complex. Unfortunately, Scott F. found that he had fuel system issues and was unable to continue. Scott B., 
who was with him was able to find a ride and continued fishing. The winds were a little tough, but the water clarity 
was decent. Unfortunately, the redfish were on Weight Watchers that day and had a case of the lockjaw. 

 The reports began trickling in afterward. Among the fish of note, Jack K jumped a tarpon (!), Mark M caught a 
lizardfish, several skipjacks were hooked, Mingo caught a Spanish mackerel and Bob S caught a croaker. As far as 
redfish go, Denis A., who went out with a guide for the tournament, caught 68” with 3 fish and Eduardo D., who 
fished with me, caught 4 fish at 65” total. Denis won a Sage Salt 8wt, contributed by Marcos and FTU. The rest 
won some very nice door prizes contributed by Swan Point Landing. 

Thanks to all those who helped me with this tournament and those who fished it. Hopefully we can make it better 
next year! 
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24th Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival 
Saturday, February 6, 2016 

Featuring Blane Chocklett 
Noted Fly Designer, Freshwater Guide and Musky Expert ! 

 
Blane Chocklett grew up fishing the small mountain streams 
near his home in Blue Ridge, Virginia. As a youngster he started 
a guiding service and, in the late 90’s, opened Blue Ridge Fly 
Fishers in Richmond, Virginia which rapidly became one of the 
most respected full service fly shops in the region.  He quickly 
gained a huge following with his creative and extremely 
effective fly patterns.  Blane has worked for years to create 
patterns that have all the intricate nuances of flies, combined 
with the strike-generating action of conventional lures. A couple 
of Blane’s more popular creations of late include The T-Bone 
Musky Fly and, The Game Changer, an articulated fly that is 
equally deadly for species in saltwater as it is in freshwater. 
These new patterns serve to not only inspire fly fishermen but 
compel new and conventional anglers to try fly fishing. 

About a decade ago, Blane returned to the river where he now 
owns and operates the New Angle Fishing Company, which 
specializes in float trips for everything from musky and 
smallmouth bass to stripers. Blane has served on the board of the American Fly Tackle Trade Association (AFFTA) 
and has worked as a consultant to several fly fishing companies. Many of Blane’s highly innovative fly patterns are 
produced through UMPQUA Feather Merchants. Blane is also an Advisory Staff Member for TFO Flyrods.  

"Blane Chocklett is one of the most innovative fly tiers and wonderfully creative fly fisherman I know.” Lefty 
Kreh 
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The Fly Of The Month will return in the January issue. Have a safe and happy holiday season! 
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The Texas FlyFishers Executive Committee 
Marcos Enriquez John Purcell Raymond Lindeen  
President Vice President / Programs Treasurer  
 
Jim Richards Bob Brill Charles Osborn 
Secretary / Programs Membership Webmaster 
 
Mike Frankoff Frank Schlicht Mike Graham  
Conservation Chair Education Chair Communications Chair 

Don Puckett Mike Quigley Chris Sumers    
Freshwater Outings Chair Saltwater Outings Chair Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival 
 
Skip and Mary Kay Donovan Alex Blacque Dave Steffeck 
Auction Chairs Door Prizes Reel Recovery 
 
For more information, go to the club’s website at www.texasflyfishers.org   

 


	2015, A Texas FlyFisher’s Retrospective
	or, The Year That Things Didn’t Go As Planned!
	One morning last week, I woke up and realized that 2015 is just about over? What happened? Where did it go? And, more importantly, what did I miss? These are the questions that we all have faced at one time or another. For some, it’s a birthday that’s...
	Winter:
	The Christmas Party and Annual Holiday Gala took place at the St. Arnold’s Brewing Co. with Sarah Hickman providing the entertainment. There was a large turnout by the membership and it’s safe to say we all had a great time. Thanks to Santa Purcell an...
	Education Chairman Frank Schlicht kicked off the 2015 Club Education Program with the Beginners Fly Tying, followed by the Beginners Rod Building in January. Both courses were well attended.
	The weather for the Guadalupe One Fly (FW January) was gorgeous but, the fishing was slow. GRTU stocked fish throughout the morning, but it appeared they were still in shock and not able to bite. The top catch was entered by Michael Quigley who taped ...
	The First Saturday in February is always reserved for the Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival. We had a good turnout of talented fly tyers from all over Texas and the surrounding states, as well as visitors of all ages. This year’s featured tyer,...
	2015 also kicked off another year of Texas FlyFishers support with Reel Recovery, a national non-profit organization that conducts free fly-fishing retreats for men living with all forms of cancer.
	Chocolate Bayou (SW January and, then again in May) was weathered out in both attempts. Maybe we’ll try again in 2016?
	The Lower Mountain Fork at Broken Bow (FW February) Outing failed to happen due to the lack of a leader.
	Matt Blythe kicked off the annual “Trout in the Classroom” at Katy High School.
	Spring:
	The Education Program continued with The Academy and Intermediate Fly Tying.
	Trinity River/Lake Livingston (FW March) at Harmon Creek had a good showing even with the iffy weather. There were scattered numbers of white bass caught but, the best stories came from the “cozy sleeping arrangements” (I hear there were some who nail...
	What’s springtime without the annual Matagorda Prison Permit Round Up (SW March) at Alan Kulcak’s place in Sargent. The weather turned off beautiful and there was a good turnout of anxious fishermen. Catching was good and when the boats were on the tr...
	The Texas FlyFishers were once again present at the 40th annual Holder Fishing Show at the George R. Brown Convention Center. The booth not only drew a lot of attention to the Club but, also gathered a large number of donations for Reel Recovery Quilt...
	Once again, the rain came and it was questionable if our club’s premier fresh water event, The Annual John Scarborough Sunfish Spectacular was going to happen. After 5 inches the night before, the day dawned clear and calm…and, the fly fishers came. T...
	There was more rain for the Cypress High School Outing to the TPWD Nails Creek Park but, just about sunrise, the sky cleared and the day turned off blue bird. 21 Students and 10 volunteers from TPWD (including interns), TFF, Cypress High School Staff ...
	Springtime in Port Mansfield (SW April) means one thing for sure, WIND! A group of intrepid anglers led by “Golden” and Scott Fossum hit the clear waters of the Lower Laguna Madre for a mixed bag of trout, redfish and snook.
	While the winds of May put the kibosh on the monthly freshwater outing to the Colorado River at Columbus, the Annual Club Auction, the club’s main fund raiser, went off as scheduled and the end result exceeded expectations, most likely because of the ...
	Memorial Day once again brought rain, this time enough to flood and destroy properties in the Texas Hill Country.
	This year, we saw the creation of FlatsWorthy, the brainchild of Captain Chuck Naiser, Captain Billy Trimble, Dave Hayward and a group of concerned local guides. FlatsWorthy is an initiative to educate recreational boaters, fishermen, hunters, kayake...
	Summer:
	Once again, our freshwater anglers make the long drive to Junction for the annual South Fork of the Llano Outing. This year’s leader, “Puck” reported good participation by the members, the river was in good shape and fish were caught. They’re already ...
	Always a well-attended outing, this year’s trip to Fence Lake (SW June) aboard the M/V Skimmer, with Capt. Tommie Moore at the helm, was no exception. We had a full cast of members including long time member and renowned author and columnist Phil Shoo...
	It appeared that the White Oak Bayou Outing (FW July) might be another outing in the list of casualties brought on by bad weather but, the fishing gods looked on us with favor and the outing came off without a hitch, so to speak. Catches included brea...
	The POC One Fly (SW July), what can you say? Declare and fish with only one fly all day, each fish that is caught counts on your score card.  This year over 30 FlyFishers whipped the water to win the prestigious award but, in the end, it was Rookie Bl...
	An event that started out as an attempt to boost the attendance to the August monthly meeting, the Mini Expo has developed into one of the club’s major events. The demonstrations and instructions covered fly tying, casting, rod building and Tenkara, a...
	Skip and Mary Kay led an outing to the San Marcos River with Hill Country guide Kevin Hutchison. Kevin dedicated this outing to long time member and close friend Clarke Thornton, who was unable to make the trip from Georgia to be part of this outing. ...
	At the August Saltwater Outing, Quigley and Puck decided to try out some new territory, the Anahuac Flats off Trinity Bay. There was a good turnout and surprisingly good number of fish caught. Along with the redfish, other tailing objects included som...
	Fall:
	In the September Windknots, I introduced a new column called “Know Your FlyFisher”. This is to introduce the members to other members of the club, beginning with the officers of the Club, and let you know a little about their background and why they b...
	On the freshwater side, it was time for another river trip. Puck led a group of 7 kayakers in kayaks and a canoe down Sabine River, below the generation canal. The fish count topped 200 fish plus, a troop of Boy Scouts. There was great company, good f...
	With just enough time to get home, get cleaned up and pack up for the next outing, Puck led a crew of 11 unsuspecting fly casters down to Padre Island National Seashore or, PINS. Once again, the rain came but, that was not enough to deter the intrepid...
	Then, on September 28th, we received some devastating news, our good friend Clarke Thornton passed away. A memorial was held on October 17th with his wife, Angie, his two daughters and many friends and club members celebrating his life. Clarke, you wi...
	Once again, the rains came when we tried to go Back to Damon 7 Lakes for the October freshwater outing.
	What was once the fly fishing event of the Texas coast, this year’s Redfish Rodeo drew 12 entries, 2 of which came up from the Valley Fly Fishers to fish. At the end of the day, there were plenty of stories about broken boats, jumped tarpon and, even ...
	Reel Recovery held its first Houston area retreat the weekend of October 9 through11, 2015 at Camp Allen, near Navasota, Texas. 15 men, mostly from the Houston area, participated in the event and, when it was over both participants and volunteers went...
	The final saltwater outing of the year ended as it began, WET. The trip to Lake Calcasieu with the Contraband Fly Casters, out of Lake Charles, LA, was washed out with the second monsoon in as many weeks. Mary Kay told me that they will try again when...
	There is one more freshwater outing scheduled for 2015 to the Guadalupe River at Sattler, Texas, later this month but, as in any good mystery, we’ll have to wait and see “who done it”.
	In bringing the year to an end, I would be remiss if I didn’t thank those of you who contributed the articles, reports and photographs that made the first year of the Windknots a success.
	I hope each and every one of you and your family members have a safe and happy Holiday Season and, that we see you back for our first club meeting on January 26th, 2016. Until next year, tight lines! Chris

