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Only One Fly? 
Only One Fly? Just pick out that one particular fly out of your fly box and fish it all day, catching as 
many fish as you can, using the same, one fly. If you lose the fly, or if you tie on another fly, any fish you 
catch with them don’t count. There’s nothing to it…or, so it seems. If you are up to the challenge, on 
Saturday, July 25, 2015, the Texas FlyFishers will once again host the Annual “Port O’Connor One Fly” 
in Port O’Connor, Texas. 

The festivities “officially” kick off at 7:30 pm on Friday evening, before the tournament, when we will 
gather at the Rabe House, the official “One Fly” Headquarters, in Port O’Connor, for the social hour, 
immediately followed by the captain’s meeting and “One Fly” rules review. Note: If you are unable to 
attend the Captain’s meeting, you will be required to check in with the outing leader before the fishing 
time begins. George Sutherland has graciously agreed to put together a shrimp boil team to give us a good 
feed in preparation for Saturday’s main event. The hat will be passed to cover expenses.  

Saturday, the fishing begins at 6:45 am goes until 4:00 pm, when you turn in your score cards and fly at 
Rabe House, The rules are simple, pick out one particular fly and fish it all day, catching as many fish as 
you can, using the same, one fly then, measure and record the length, to the nearest 1/8th inch, and 
releasing your catch. Scoring will be based on cumulative total length of each measured fish caught. All 
catches must be entered on the “official” score card and the score card must be completed and turned in to 
the judges, along with the contest fly (if available), at the end of the days fishing. The angler with the 
most total inches will be the winner. All species of recognized saltwater game fish are eligible. Hard Head 
Catfish are not considered game fish. In the event of a tie, the angler with the most fish caught will be 
declared the champion. 

Also, in this month’s issue… 
• What’s Happening this Month – Meeting, Membership, Fly Tying & Outings Page 3 
• Conservation – Shallow Flats Etiquette  Page 3-5 
• What’s Coming Up – Meeting, Outings, Reel Recovery, Contraband Fly Fishers Expo  Page 6 
• Outing Reports – Fence Lake Page 7 
• Flood Damage on the Lower Mountain Fork, Broken Bow, OK - Update Page 8 
• Fly Of The Month – Mr. Whitebait  Page 10 
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Any conventional fly pattern may be used but, no tipping or attractant may be applied to the fly. Repair of 
flies may only be done with the use of super glue or any like adhesive. Duct tape is not an approved 
adhesive. Any re-tying of the fly with thread or the application of fly tying materials is absolutely 
prohibited. Broken hooks may be re-honed or filed to a usable sharpness using any conventional 
sharpening tool.  

If you plan on fishing offshore, please declare your intention at the Captain’s Meeting. You will be 
required to submit a separate score card for all fish caught offshore. Special Note: Artificial light sources, 
such as “green lights” or pier landing lights, set in place for the purpose of attracting fish will be 
declared off limits for the duration of this contest.  

Then, after the boat is on the trailer… 
From 5:00 – 6:30 pm on Saturday evening, we’ll all gather for the One Fly Social Hour & Award 
Ceremony, the official “weigh in” and awarding of the prestigious One Fly Championship Trophy. At the 
conclusion of the award ceremony, all of the contestants will be treated to John Purcell’s world renowned 
paella. If you haven’t had John’s paella before, you don’t know what you’re missing! It’s the perfect way 
to end the day and the tournament.  Please RSVP in advance if you plan to attend. For more details and to 
sign up, check the Saltwater Outings Tab, located in the Forum on Club’s Website or, contact the outing 
leader, Michael Quigley.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2015 Club Election Results: 

By a slim margin, Marcos Enriquez – President, John Purcell – Vice President, Raymond Lindeen – Treasurer and 
Jim Richards – Secretary were all re-elected in the Annual Club Elections. Congratulations to all the victorious 
candidates.  

Coming in the August Windknots – The Annual Mini Expo 

This could be yours to show off for the next year! 
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What’s Happening This Month: 

Monthly Meeting: 
July Monthly Meeting – Tuesday, July 28th, 2015, 6:30 pm. The speaker is Greg Stunz, PhD., Professor of Marine 
Biology at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.  Dr. Stunz's topic will be sport fishing research in general with a 
focus on inshore fisheries and how research helps to keep them healthy. The meeting location is the Community 
Center Building in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston, Texas 77074. 

Membership: 
The 2015 – 2016 Dues are due! Our annual dues covering the period July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 are due.  There 
are three levels of membership; Individual = $24.00, Family = $32.00 and, Student = $16.00. 

There are three ways to pay dues: 

1) Via our website,  http://www.texasflyfishers.org/membership.html  with a credit card or, by PayPal - this is 
the preferred method as easiest on our Treasurer 

2) Pay in person at monthly meeting last Tuesday of the month – no credit cards accepted at meeting, cash or 
check made out to TFF 

3) By mail – go to link in 1) and print form, fill out and mail to the address on the form with a check made out 
to TFF  

Please ensure that e-mail addresses are correct and legible as this is the primary way to communicate to all 
members.  If you are not receiving e-mails from the club please double check your email address with me. Bob Brill 

Education: 
Quiet this month but, if something comes up, we’ll let you know.  

Monthly Fly Tying: 
Katy Navy Fly Tying Group will meet on July 7th, 2015 and this month’s pattern will be Kevin Hutchison's 
"Swamp Monster". We will be going with him fishing on the 8th of August. For time, location and directions 
contact Don Puckett – water_watcher@yahoo.com  

Outings: 
Note: Details and signup for all of the monthly outings are posted on Club website in the Forum section 

July Freshwater Outing – White Oak Bayou, Houston, TX, July 11, 2015, For time, location and directions 
contact the Outing Leader, Mike Graham 

July Saltwater Outing – Port O’Connor One Fly, Port O’Connor, TX – Saturday, July 25th, 2015. Outing Leader: 
Michael Quigley - mfquigley at yahoo dot com 

Conservation:  

Shallow Flats Etiquette  
Several months ago Captain Chuck Naiser, Captain Billy Trimble, Dave Hayward and a group of local guides, 
started an initiative to educate recreational boaters, fishermen, hunters, kayakers and other groups that utilize the 
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Texas Bays about Shallow Flats Etiquette.  

Their efforts received wide support the Rockport fishing community and the community at large. This has been a 
grass roots effort to promote respect for fellow users of this resource along with responsible stewardship of the 
increasingly pressured flats of the middle coast. They have been meeting to discuss the impact of the growing 
number of user groups on the shallow water flats of the middle Texas coast and have been successful in bringing 
together previously adversarial groups in a non-confrontational and positive way.  

Marcos Enriquez and I went to a meeting in Rockport which was well attended by representatives of all the groups 
that utilize the bay. Many positive ideas were presented but the talks resulted in some basic guidelines for all user 
groups to acknowledge their foot impact on the shallow water fishing and how it meshes with other groups. This 
effort is looking for voluntary self-regulation by all parties in a promoting a more cooperative attitude while 
utilizing this public resource.  

I have continued to stay in contact with the group and was recently forwarded a guideline they formulated to use 
while on the water (see below). It is all our interests to promote civility and consideration so that we may continue 
to enjoy free and safe access to the Texas Bays in the pursuit of the sport of Fly Fishing.  

As someone at the meeting said, “they keep making boats but they are not making any more water.”  

Tight Lines, Mike Frankoff 

 

Shallow Flats Ethics 
Shallow saltwater flat provide unique, world class fishing opportunities in our Texas bay waters. Their growing 
popularity makes crowding an inevitable part of the coastal fishing experience. These areas are also an easily 
disturbed and easily damaged resource. Courtesy and respect are especially important in how effectively these areas 
can be equitably shared. If anglers take care in how we access these areas, and respect the space and efforts of other 
users, future generations will be able to share and enjoy these special places long into the future.  

All Flats Fishing Methods: 

Respect both the present and future fishing opportunities of your fellow anglers. Shallow flats are easily disturbed. 
Fishing such areas is an activity that requires quiet and stealth. Try to reduce your impacts when every possible to 
improve fishing opportunities for both yourself and others.  

Do not let your personal conveniences, or your equipment’s capabilities, cause you to disregard courtesy and 
conservation. Everyone has the right to utilize the resource; no one has the right monopolize it.  

Know before you go. Observe and area and factor in tide and wind conditions before entering it to avoid conflicts 
with others, and/or destroying / disturbing resources. Before fishing new areas, learn the local customs and 
protocol. Knowledge and simple communications often help prevent conflicts.  

Respect the space of other users. Pay attention to wind direction and the fishing lanes / directions of others around 
you. Do no crowd or fish across someone else’s lane/path. A minimum distance of 200 yards between boats/anglers 
is considered ethical on shallow flats.  

If you choose to fish a channel or cut that provides common access to another body of water, then you should stay 
to one edge or the other, never anchor in a way that blocks access to others and accept the fact that other 
boats/anglers may be interrupting your fishing by traveling through. Just as everywhere else, if fishermen are 
actively catching fish, make an effort to leave them undisturbed and see an alternate route if possible.  
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Shallow Draft – Motorized Watercraft: 

Avoid joy riding and taking short cuts through shallow flats.  

A large source of complaint among Texas bay anglers is the practice of “burning” flats and shorelines by shallow 
draft boaters in an effort to locate fish. Whenever possible, shut down your main motor and wade, drift, pole or troll 
so as to reduce damage and disturbance. This provides a better, more sustainable, fishing environment for all.  

Wade Fishing: 

When possible, avoid running your boat far into a flat to begin a wade. Anchor on the edge of the flat and then 
wade in to fish.  

When you’re finished wading, turn your boat perpendicular to the flat and motor directly away from it. Avoid 
running along the edge of the flat when you leave.  

Make yourself easily visible to boaters by wearing a bright colored shirt and/or hat.  

Paddle Craft: 

Be Visible: Use required lights when paddling in the dark and wear bright clothing or hats. When motorized craft 
approach you should assume that they do not see you and make an effort to be seen. (Wave your arms or a paddle 
to get their attention) 

Paddle craft users have the ability to cover much more water than those wading, drifting or poling. On a crowded 
flat, you should consider this and make sure that you are not cutting off other users. Give other anglers a wide berth 
(200 yards, if possible) when paddling to/from a fishing spot. Even though you don’t have a motor, you can still 
spook their fish if you get too close. If you paddle an area for something other than fishing (e.g.: birding, 
sightseeing) be aware that many may be trying to fish, and give them adequate space and quiet. Be aware of 
waterfowl seasons and stay well clear of duck blinds with decoys.  

Poling Skiffs: 

Learn the layout of a flat before trying to fish it from a poled skiff. Understand how to easily enter fish and exit an 
area before you go. Factor in tide and wind conditions to ensure easy entry and exit. Avoid whenever possible 
running/motoring far onto a flat before you start poling.  

If you pole onto a flat, be prepared to pole back out if there’s not a deepwater exit or channel on the other end. 
Poling in, then spinning up and running out, can be just as disturbing as running straight in. when you’ve poled to 
the edge of a flat to leave, turn your boat perpendicular to the flat and motor directly away from it. Don’t run along 
the edge of the flat when you leave.  

Guides & Tournament Anglers: 

Shallow flats have become a popular venue for guiding and professional fishing tournaments. It is easy to forget, 
while involved in a professional tournament for cash prizes, pre-fishing, or while guiding an expensive charter that 
all users have equal rights to our bay waters. By virtue of your professions, you have the opportunity to teach and 
influence a large number of anglers that book your charters and follow the tournaments that you fish. Make sure 
that you convey the right message with your actions, endorsements, and promotions.  

Tournament rules which pertain to etiquette during the tournament should also be recommended and voluntarily 
applied to the pre-fishing period prior to the event. MF 
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Non-Club Events This Month: 

Happy Hour at Orvis Houston - Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm., 5727 Westheimer Rd, Houston, TX 77057, 
(713) 783-2111. Call for dates.  

Mark Your Calendar – Coming Events: 
August Freshwater Outing – San Marco River Float Trip, August 8th, 2015, Guide for the day is Kevin Hutchison. 
For time, location and directions contact the Outing Leader, Skip Donovan. 

August Saltwater Outing – Anahuac Flats, Trinity Bay, TX – Saturday, August 22nd, 2015.  Grab the yaks & 
boats, we are hitting the marshes and flats around Anahuac. Outing Leader: Michael Quigley - mfquigley at yahoo 
dot com and Don “Puck Puckett - water_watcher@yahoo.com 

August TFF Monthly Meeting – Saturday, AugustJuly 28, 2015 – The Annual Mini Expo 

11th Contraband Fly Casters Fly Fishing Expo, Saturday, August 22, 2015 from 8:30am - 4:00pm at the PPG - 
Porter Hall, 2250 Prater Road, Westlake, LA . Admission is free. Sponsored by the Contraband Fly Casters / Tom 
Nixon Chapter. For more details, go to www.contrabandflycasters.net or contact Warren Landry (337) 853-7755. 

Reel Recovery: 
Scheduled Retreats: Three spring retreats have already been successfully completed, serving 39 men. The fall 
retreats are Broken Bow, OK, Sept 27-29, 2015, Navasota TX, Oct 9-11, 2015 and Glen Rose, TX, Oct 23-25, 
2015. 

Hold my beer and watch this! 
July is always a busy month up and down the Texas coast. Every weekend out of almost every port there is at least 
one fishing tournament and more often than not, more. There are also those anglers that don’t enter the tournaments 
but, will still fight the crowds to put a few filets in the skillet. And, be sure and don’t forget about the fellow who 
just picked up his brand new, first boat. There will be some interesting sights around the loading ramp, that is for 
sure.  

Since July’s saltwater outing is taking place in the waters around of Port O’Connor, some of you are probably 
thinking about slipping down to do a little scouting and pre-fishing. The following events are posted only as a 
reminder you that you might want to consider fishing somewhere other than Port O’Connor on these particular 
weekends. It’s going to be more crowded than usual with boats, cars and people.  

Cula Roja, July 10th – 11th, 2015 
Poco Bueno, July 15th – 19th, 2015 

And, on the same weekend as the One Fly 
The Lone Star Shoot Out, July 21st – 26th. 2015 

While you are planning your outing, keep in mind that there will be longer lines at the Mini Mart, shortage of 
available hotel rooms and, a longer than normal wait for your favorite table at the “All You Can Eat” greasy spoon. 
You will also experience heavier than usual traffic going to and, on the streets of Port O’Connor…along with a 
greater police presence. Allow yourself plenty of time so you can avoid these obstacles and delays and, by all 
means, wait until you reach your destination to pop the top of that first cold one.  
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And, when you get on the water, don’t forget about your PFD. Accidents can and will happen and your PFD won’t 
do you a damn bit of good if it’s stuck away in the compartment behind the Igloo cooler. You paid for it so, put it 
on and wear it! We want to hear your fishing tales at next month’s meeting. Oh, by the way, this also goes for those 
of you that will be hitting the lakes, as well! Tight lines, Chris  

Outings Reports: 

June Freshwater Outing: None received by publishing time, maybe next month. CWS 

June Saltwater Outing: - June 27th, 2015 

Destination: Fence Lake, St. Joe’s Island, Fulton, Texas.  

Members and guests:  Scott Fossum, John Purcell, “Bear” Auger, 
Matt Blyth, Josh Ritchie, Scott Breedlove, Keenan Miles, Pamela 
Canales, Phil Shook and Chris Sumers, Outing Leader.  

Photos courtesy of Phil Shook and Scott Fossum. 

Note: Most of what you will read here is true.  

The morning started oh, so early with Bear being the first one to 
arrive at the docks. It wasn’t long before all had arrived, exchanged 
pleasantries and, loaded their kayaks and gear about the Skimmer, our mother ship for the day. We had a good 
mixture of long time and new members as well as outdoor writer and renowned author, Phil Shook, who just a 
couple of days before joined the outing in hopes of getting material for an upcoming deadline.  

With the sun peeking over the horizon and a mixture of Jimmy Buffett and Joe Ely serenading us over the speakers, 
we made our way across Aransas Bay and in a few short minutes, Capt. Tommy Moore was easing back on the 
throttles to announce our arrival at Fence Lake. Some of the gang hit the water and the rest of us made it up to the 
flying bridge and the “unloading” process began. Shortly, everyone had collected their kayak, loaded their gear and 
paddled off into the gentle morning breeze in pursuit of redfish, speckled trout and the other inhabitants of Fence 
Lake.  

I headed toward the back end of the lake to a spot where I can fish all day and not move more than a couple of 
hundred yards. Unfortunately, as a got closer, I notice there was a skiff already back there so, I slipped in to a 
pocket that several fingers slipping back into the marsh. I set anchor and on the second cast, I had a nice blow up on 
my popper but, the red missed it. So, I immediately cast back to the same spot and no sooner than the fly hit the 
water, the water exploded and I was hooked up. The first run took me almost to the backing. It was then, that I 
noticed Phil Shook paddling in my general direction. I called to Phil and in short order he was on hand to chronicle 
my capture of a nice redfish. After a few quick snap shots from all angles, the red was released back into the Fence 
Lake waters to do what redfish do. After the obligatory “Hi-5’s”, Phil took off in one direction and I continued to 
work to my spot.  
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About midafternoon, I finally made it back to my “spot” and switched from my popper to a “Macko” fly, tied for 
me back in February at the Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival by Dr. Rey Ramirez, Jr. 
Back in this area, the water is about 18 inches deep and the bottom has a nice mottled 
effect of short grass and sand spots. There were a few redfish leaving wakes but none 
coming close enough to “sight cast” to. However, hidden away in one of the grassy 
spots was a 21 inch speckled trout which slammed “Macko” and proceeded to put up 
a great fight and slipping the drag several times. Once the leader was in hand, I began 
to notice the most impressive feature on this fish, her markings.  She had a dark back 
covered with sharp black spots and a bright yellow mouth. Her big belly told me she 
had just downed one of the many mullet swimming around the lake that day or, she 
was ready to lay seed to another crop of baby specks. To that end, I left her in the 
water, gently removed the hook and let her swim off, none the worse for wear.  

The rest of the afternoon was relatively uneventful with the exception of a nice 
thundershower that popped up in the near Gulf and caused everyone to take notice for 

an hour or so. But, it finally broke up and left us alone, allowing us to finish the afternoon fishing in peace.  

About 3:00 we all gathered at the usual rally point to swap stories and wait for the Skimmer to scoop us back up. Of 
the day’s notable catches were speckled trout of 20 inches by Josh Ritchie and, an 18 incher by Phil Shook, which, 
hear told, was headed to the skillet (see photo). 

The Skimmer showed up to retrieve us in true “Skimmer style”, 
more Joe Ely coming out of the speakers and a cold drink 
waiting for us. It didn’t take long to reverse the loading process 
and, along with our gear, we were soon all back aboard the 
Skimmer as Capt. Tommy pushed the throttles forward and 
headed her to the barn where, in short order, everyone had their 
kayaks strapped down, their gear safely stowed and their faces 
in front of the air conditioning vents in their vehicles.  

After every one had a chance to cool off, freshen up a bit and 
enjoy a cold beverage, Pam and Phil Stranahan (aka Texas 
Flyfishers Rockport division) hosted the club for a fine BBQ 
dinner following the outing at their house.  Food and drink were plentiful and everyone was full.  Stories were 
plentiful, but probably not truthful as we enjoyed.  Eyelids descended along with the sun with all departing the 
living after a tiring day of kayaking.   

I want to thank all the members who made the trip to Fulton and once again made this one of the best attended 
saltwater outings we have each year. I hope to see you back here in 2016.  
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Update:  
Damage at Beaver’s Bend State Park, Broken Bow, OK – June 12, 2015 
Beaver’s Bend State Park and the lower Mountain Fork River trout stream is open again as of 11:45 this morning.  
Start making plans now to come check it out. 

You can continue to see updates on our web site as well as the web site for the Lower Mountain Fork River 
Foundation...www.lmfrfoundation.org. 

Thanks go out to Linda King at the Three Rivers Fly Shop, Broken Bow, OK for passing along this information.  

Latest Facts on Spillway Creek – June 13, 2015 

Temporary Regulations for the Park after the flooding: All of Zone I is a Blue Zone with a 6 rainbow, one 20"+ 
brown trout daily limit. 

This is due to the loss of proper signage and the ODWC's discussion on moving/resizing the Red Zone portion. 

ODWC priority right now is repairing all possible access points for stocking. That's it for now. 

There have been NO STOCKINGS. ODWC is behind one stocking and is in talks with MO. about getting a double 
load and resuming stocking this Thursday, 6/18. 

The fishing and catching has been very good from all reports despite the river not being stocked. 

The poachers were out in force. 

Mark Hannah got a late start looking for evil-doers but was present most of the day, Mike Carter had his hands full 
keeping swimmers out of Spillway, Dru Polk was not answering his phone, and we all know that Kenny Lawson 
does not come to the Park. 

US Forestry went down Spillway Creek and measured depths of new pools. These new, large pools are running 
approximately 8' to 15' deep with a flow of 102cfs.  

Mind Your Step!! 

The current 102cfs flow rate is the Corp's doing. There is a large amount of water backed up at the base of the main 
dam that is not draining into Spillway Creek at the bluff junction. The Corp. lowered the flow to work on the 
channel bottom and to give that water a chance to drain out of the area. That water cannot stay there and destabilize 
the dam's integrity. 

Patrick Waters 
Lower Mountain Fork River Foundation 

Thanks to Mike Emerson, Texas State Coordinator of Reel Recovery for passing along this information.  
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Fly Of The Month: 
 

Mr. Whitebait 
By Danny Sauvageau 

 

 
 

The name “Whitebait” is a loose term use to describe small silver-pearl minnows found all over in 
saltwater. This fly imitates Pilchards, Sardines, Herring, Bunkers, Shad and other baitfish. This fly has 
landed Snook, Seatrout, Redfish, Mackerel, Kingfish, Striped Bass, Albacore, Tuna and many other 
gamefish.This is also an effective fly in freshwater for bass and stripers and, when tied in smaller sizes, 
crappie.   
 
 

Material List: 

Hook: Size 1 to 3/0 Gamakatsu SC15, Diahii 2456, Mustad 34007, 3407 or similar  
Thread: Flat Waxed Nylon or Clear Mono 
Tail: 4 to 6 White neck or saddle hackles and pearl Krystal Flash.  
Body: Sparkle Braid pearl or silver  
Collar: Neer Hair (polar)  
Topping: Angel Hair peacock green.  
Throat: Rabbit fur (Zonker), Krystal Flash or Polar Fibre, Red.  
Eyes: 3-D Prism eyes  
Coating: Devcon 5 minute epoxy or light activated resin (Tuffleye, etc.).  
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Tying Instructions:  

Step 1 –  Tie on 4 to 6 wide white saddle or neck hackles to the length of fly you want. Splay them like a 
tarpon fly. 
 
Step 2 –  Put 12 to 20 pieces of pearl Krystal Flash outside the hackles. Other flash like flashabou, Comes 
Alive work fine. 
 
Step 3 –  Tie on the pearl sparkle braid at the rear of the hook and wrap to the eye of the fly and tie off.  

Step 4 –  Tie on a few groups of Neer Hair extending just past the hook for a collar. Do not make it too 
long or it will foul the hook. 
 
Step 5 –  Tie on a small bunch or peacock green Angel Hair on top of the fly, and a small pinch of red 
rabbit fur on the throat. 
 
Step 6 -  Place the stick on eyes and cover with epoxy. 

 Presentation Tips: This is a deceiver style fly, with the original bucktail collar replaced by synthetic 
materials. It is no secret that many game fish love to eat Whitebait.  

 
Until N ex t M onth, Tight Loops! 
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The Texas FlyFishers Executive Committee 
Marcos Enriquez John Purcell Bob Brill  
President Vice President / Programs Membership 
 
Raymond Lindeen Jim Richards Charles Osborn 
Treasurer  Secretary / Programs Webmaster 
 
Mike Frankoff Frank Schlicht Mike Graham  
Conservation Chair Education Chair Communications Chair 

Don Puckett Mike Quigley Chris Sumers    
Freshwater Outings Chair Saltwater Outings Chair Dr. Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival 
 
Skip and Mary Kay Donovan Alex Blacque 
Auction Chairs Door Prizes 
 
For more information, go to the club’s website at www.texasflyfishers.org   

 


