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The Texas FlyFishers Summer Mini Expo 
One thing about the membership of the Texas FlyFishers is that they turn out in good numbers for the 
monthly meeting except for the month of August which historically has the lowest monthly meeting 
attendance of the year. There didn’t seem to be any particular reason that we could put our finger on for 
the poor turnout but, we would go from 70-80 members per meeting throughout most of the year to 20-30 
members at the August meeting.  

So, in 2009, then Club President David Lemke began working on a plan to pick up the August monthly 
meeting attendance. After much discussion, David came up with the idea of a mini expo and, it wasn’t 
long before he proposed that instead of holding a typical meeting with a social hour, club business 
followed by a featured speaker we use this time to show off the club’s talent at fly tying, rod building, 
knot tying / leader building, casting demonstrations and information and personal experiences on fly 
fishing destinations in an exposition format. We would kick the meeting off at 6:00 pm, using the extra 
daylight for the casting demonstrations and offer food and beverages for those who were not able to grab 
a bite before the event. There would also be a drawing with more prizes than we would normally give 
away at a typical meeting. More importantly, we would encourage the membership to bring along the 
family and/or friends they felt would be interested in learning about the sport of fly fishing.  The plan was 
presented to the Board of Directors and approved. The Annual Mini Expo as now going to be a reality.  

The First Summer Mini Expo: 

The first, and hopefully annual, Texas FlyFishers Summer Mini Expo was held on August 25th 2009 at 
Bayland Community Center, the same venue as our monthly meetings. On hand, there were seven club 
members set up to demonstrate their prowess at tying bream & bass flies, saltwater flies and trout flies. 

Also, in this month’s issue… 
• What’s Happening this Month –Education-Rod Building, Reel Recovery, Outings Page 3-6 
• Conservation – Friends of Lydia Ann Channel Page 4 
• What’s Happening this Month, Elsewhere – Contraband Fly Casters Expo, IFFF Fly Fishing Fare Page 6 
• What’s Coming Up – Upcoming Outings, Gulf Coast Council Expo Page 6 
• Outing Reports – White Oak Bayou, Port O’Connor One Fly Page 9 
• Fly Of The Month – Hare-E by Puck Page 12 
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Club member and rod building class instructor Joe Nicklo manned the rod building table, showing off 
some of the rods he and his students and constructed in the classes. Casting demonstrations and clinic 
were presented by club members David Lemke and Harry Crofton. 

Our member’s travel presentations covered destinations such as the Wind River in Wyoming, the Bighorn 
River in Montana, the Guadalupe River in the Texas Hill Country, fly fishing for salmon in Alaska, fly 
fishing in Iceland and fly fishing the South Platte River in Colorado. The only “imported” talent that night 
was Paul “Sodie” Sodamann of Flatlanders Guide Service in Kansas who taught his extremely simplified 
method of tying furled leaders or, “Doing the Twist” as he calls it. And, most importantly, Sandy Lemke 
oversaw the food trays and covered dishes brought by our members. This all went on without a hitch until 
just before 9:00 pm, when we closed the evening with a drawing for some  great prizes.  

The attendance for the inaugural Summer Min Expo was just short of 100 members, future fly fishers and 
curious onlookers, exceeding everyone’s expectations. With the success of the event, the die had been cast 
for this to become the club’s annual August meeting. The format remained in place until 2014, when it 
decided to move the Summer Mini Expo from the traditional last Tuesday night of the month to a 
Saturday in the hopes of reaching more potential future fly fishers and maybe a new member or two.  

Each year since its inception, the Mini Expo attendance has continued to grow and we are looking for 
another large turnout at this year’s event. We all owe David a big thanks for coming up with and moving 
forward on his idea to add another premier event to the Club’s already impressive calendar.  

This year’s Texas FlyFishers Summer Mini Expo will be held on Saturday, August 22nd, 2015 at the 
Terrance United Methodist Church located at 1203 Wirt Road in Houston, Texas 77055. Doors will open 
at 9:00 am and the event will run until 6:00 pm.  

Scheduled to demonstrate the art of fly tying will be John and Shelby Carpenter, Chris Lewellyn,  Mike 
Seery, Jennifer Turner and Gregg Corbett. The rod building exhibit will be headed up by the club’s Rod 
Building Class instructor Joe Nicklo and Galveston Bay saltwater guide and casting instructor Capt. Steve 
Soule will oversee the fly casting demonstrations. We currently have four (4) fly fishing presentations to 
be held throughout the day; Houston Area Urban Fishing presented by Mark Marmon, Trout Fishing in 
Beavers Bend State Park (Lower Mountain Fork River, Oklahoma) by Dave Steffek and Martin Weir, Joe 
DeForke will discuss the fly fishing opportunities in and around Galveston Bay, and Capt. Kevin 
Hutchison will cover Fly Fishing the Texas Hill Country Rivers, the San Marcos and Llano, in particular.  

Other activities include Danish Casting Games, drawings and give aways and then, at the end of the day, 
The Fly Plate from the 2015 Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival will be raffled off, tickets are $10.00 per 
chance. Refreshments and snacks will also be available.  

So, mark August 22nd on your calendar and plan on coming out and being part of the 2015 Texas 
FlyFishers Annual Summer Mini Expo. For more information, check out the club’s website at 
http://www.texasflyfishers.org     

Coming in the September Windknots – The Redfish Rodeo 
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What’s Happening This Month: 

Monthly Meeting: 
August Monthly Meeting – Saturday, August 22nd, 2015 - The Summer Mini Expo 

Membership: Just a Reminder 
The 2015 – 2016 Dues are due! Our annual dues covering the period July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 are due.  There 
are three levels of membership; Individual = $24.00, Family = $32.00 and, Student = $16.00. 

There are three ways to pay dues: 

1) Via our website,  http://www.texasflyfishers.org/membership.html  with a credit card or, by PayPal - this is 
the preferred method as easiest on our Treasurer 

2) Pay in person at monthly meeting last Tuesday of the month – no credit cards accepted at meeting, cash or 
check made out to TFF 

3) By mail – go to link in 1) and print form, fill out and mail to the address on the form with a check made out 
to TFF  

Please ensure that e-mail addresses are correct and legible as this is the primary way to communicate to all 
members.  If you are not receiving e-mails from the club please double check your email address with me. Bob Brill 

Education: Rod Building  
Beginning in mid-January, The Texas FlyFishers holds the first of their classes for the year, Beginners Fly Tying. 
About the same time, the club also offers its two rod building classes, Beginning Rod Building and a few weeks 
later, Advanced Rod Building. These classes teach the students how to pick out your rod blank and other 
components, lay out and warp the guides and then, apply a professional looking finish to their rod at, in many cases, 
a fraction of the price of a upper end production rod.  

The first class, Beginners Rod Building Course, is a two-day, all-day course, meeting from 8:00 am to 3:30pm (the 
instructor does permit a lunch break), usually held on consecutive Saturdays. In the weeks prior to the first class, 
you will be provided with a list of components necessary to construct your custom rod.  

The club also offers an Advanced Rod Building Course to those who have previous rod building experience. This 
class will take you to the next level by teaching advanced techniques like creating decorative butt and guide wraps, 
feather inlays and special marbling techniques. This class is held only if a minimum of 5 students sign up.   

Your primary instructor for both of these courses is long time club member and master rod builder, Joe Nicklo. 
There is a minimal class fee for both of these classes.  

The End Result 

This is a rod built from the blank up by Joe Nicklo, the Instructor for the club’s Beginners and Advanced Rod 
Building classes. From Joe: “I finished my 8 wt., 9' fly rod project. It has a window reel seat with burl wood insert, 
full wells cork grip with matching fighting butt, both with burnt cork caps, green burl and Tiger Trout cork from 
Custom Fly Grips. Two-color thread wrap with gold trim wraps. Feather inlay with 18 different inlays over a full-
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length black under wrap and individual feather inlays on guide wraps. Finish is four-coats of Flex-Coat thin epoxy.” 

       
So, if you would like to learn to build your own rod, be sure to sign up. Joe Nicklo  

Conservation: Friends of Lydia Ann Channel 
A group of concerned citizens with broad public support, including more than 1,700 folks who signed the petition, 
have officially formed Friends of Lydia Ann Channel (FLAC) with the stated Mission:  

"Friends of Lydia Ann Channel provides advocacy and resources 
to conserve the historic recreational use and ecological 
importance of the Lydia Ann Channel, the adjacent Lighthouse 
Lakes Marsh, San Jose Island, and related bays, marshes, and 
bodies of waters.” FLAC has retained attorney David P. Smith, 
and his team at the Graves, Dougherty, Hearon & Moody law 
firm in Austin (see firm overview PDF below), to lead 
administrative, state and federal court challenges to the actions of 
the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Texas General Land 
Office which allowed a lease and permit to be granted without 
any environmental studies, transparency, or public comment. 
Aldo Dyer, a Port Aransas native, will be “Of Counsel” for 
FLAC. Friends of Lydia Ann Channel is a Texas non-profit 
corporation filed with the Secretary of State and is seeking IRS 
501(c)4 Tax Status. Contributions to a 501(c)4 are not tax 
deductible, but funds can be used more widely in lobbying and 
community benefit purposes. Bottom line - we have a goal of 
raising $250,000 to see this effort through to the appellate level if 
necessary. Our organization’s legal advocacy will be transparent 
and led by some of the best natural resource legal minds in the state. FLAC met with leadership at TPWD, the 
Executive Director of the Port of Corpus Christi, several Port Commissioners, and even the mooring facility 
developers and their investor source.  

The stage is set for action but we need your help. Please consider making a contribution to this effort. We need your 
support because pursuing legal remedies can be quite expensive. Checks can be made out to Friends of Lydia Ann 
Channel and sent to mailing address of: PO Box 2051, Port Aransas, TX 78373, or you can use PayPal via the 
DONATE button at the bottom of this message. 
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Monthly Fly Tying: 
Katy Navy Fly Tying Group will not meet in August. For time, location and directions contact Don “Puck 
Puckett - water_watcher (at) yahoo (dot) com 

Reel Recovery: 
The Reel Recovery Team is earnestly starting preparations for the Navasota Retreat in October. It will be here very 
soon. They are still in need for more retreat participants, so please help them spread the word to any man you know 
recovering from cancer, any stage, any type. Also, would certainly welcome any TFF member to be a retreat 
participant this year. Just advise any man interested to go to Reel Recovery website at reelrecovery.org then, select 
Programs and from the drop down, select Application to submit an application for the October 9 – 11, 2015, 
Navasota Retreat or, any of the other retreats they desire. Remember, these retreats are at no cost to the participant. 
The fall retreat dates are Broken Bow, OK, Sept 27-29, 2015, Navasota TX, Oct 9-11, 2015 and Glen Rose, TX, 
Oct 23-25, 2015. Currently, we have 12 men signed up for the Navasota Retreat and would like to get a few more.  

If any of you wish to volunteer to help at the Navasota retreat, please contact me at 713-202-0101. I would like to 
have a couple “reserve volunteers” for the purpose of Fishing Buddy at the retreat. Dave Steffek 

A Special Note to the Texas FlyFishers from Dave Steffek 

At the July meeting a check of $2,000 was presented to Dave Steffek as the TFF 2015 donation to Reel Recovery 
(RR). Dave told Marcos, all the club officers, and members attending that this donation assured completion of the 
funding for the 2016 Houston RR retreat. Dave told everyone present that the club donation last year was a 
significant part of making this year’s first retreat in Navasota possible! Dave also assured everyone that without the 
support of  TFF in both donations and RR Volunteers, there would not be a Houston RR retreat. TFF is doing a lot 
to help Reel Recovery support men in their recovery from cancer.  

On behalf of Reel Recovery - National, and Mike Emerson – Texas Reel Recovery Coordinator, and our TFF - RR 
Volunteer Team, a sincere thanks goes out to  every member of TFF for their part of the donation and making 
Houston RR retreats possible! Dave Steffek 

Outings: 
Note: Details and signup for all of the monthly outings are posted on Club website in the Forum section 

August Freshwater Outing – San Marcos River, August 8, 2015, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm. Outing Leader, Skip 
Donovan If you have ever thought about floating the San Marcos this is the trip you should sign up for. The flow is 
great and the level has never been better. Kevin is planning on floating the section between Spencer Canoe / Shady 
Grove Campground (512) 357-6113 down to the town of Staples. This is a long run but with the flow being what it 
is he thinks it will be perfect. Plans are to meet at Spencer Canoe at 8:00 am and run our shuttle by 8:30. Kevin will 
arrange the shuttle. There will be a $5.00 per car parking fee for each vehicle. Based on getting started at 8:30-9:00 
we should be off the water around 5:00 pm. Also, if you’d like to camp out at Spencer's, you can do so for a 
nominal fee of $10.00 per person / per night.  

Each person that signs up for this trip will receive a brand spanking new leader, a dozen San Marcos flies (in a new 
fly box) and a special commemorative t-shirt, printed special for this event courtesy of Kevin. The fee for this 
unforgettable trip will be $20.00 per person. Kevin also has available three canoes and two, one man, sit on top, 
kayaks which he will generously rent at a deep discounted rate of $15.00 per boat. These boats will be available on 
a first come first serve basis but if they are all gone I have other sources. 
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So, all you need to do is sign up now on the Texas FlyFishers website, then e-mail me to let me know what size T-
Shirt you wear and if you would like to rent one of Kevin’s boats, I'll take care of the rest. 
http://www.spencercanoes.net/ 

Those signing up after July 31st will not be guaranteed flies nor a commemorative t-shirt. Outing Leader: Skip 
Donovan - Mobile: 713-822-zerozero69 or, skipdonovan1(at)sbcglobal(dot)net 

August Saltwater Outing – Anahuac Flats, TX – Saturday, August 29th, 2015. 7:30 am, when we meet up at 
Ft. Anahuac Park until 2:30 pm. Grab the yaks & boats because we are hitting the marshes and flats around 
Anahuac. Afterwards, we can meet up for lunch at one of the local establishments. Outing Leader: Michael Quigley 
- mfquigley (at) yahoo (dot) com  

Non-Club Events This Month: 
Happy Hour at Orvis Houston - Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm., 5727 Westheimer Rd, Houston, TX 77057, 
(713) 783-2111. Call for dates.  

The 50th Annual International Fly Fishing Fair, International Federation of Fly Fishers - Thursday, August 13 
thru Saturday, August 15, 2015 from 9:00am - 5:00pm at the The Riverhouse Convention Center Exhibit Hall,  
Bend, OR. Experience all things fly fishing at this 2-day fly fishing experience. There will be workshops, woman’s 
university, youth activities, demonstrations, fly tying, fishing, vendor displays, an auction & raffles and much more. 
For more details, go to the International Federation of Fly Fishers website at www.fedflyfishers.org then select the 
Fly Fishing Fair tab.   

The 11th Contraband Fly Fishing Expo - Saturday, August 22, 2015 from 8:30am - 4:00pm at the PPG - Porter 
Hall, 2250 Prater Road, Westlake, LA. Admission is Free! Fly Tying, Casting Demos, Lure Exhibits, Auctions / 
Raffles, Food and Refreshments, Equipment Displays and more!  Public invited.  This event is sponsored by the 
Contraband Fly Casters / Tom Nixon Chapter. For more details, go to www.contrabandflycasters.net or, contact 
Warren Landry (337) 853-7755 

Mark Your Calendar: Coming Events 
September Saltwater Outing – Annual PINS Safari, Padre Island, TX – Friday - Saturday, September 11th & 12th, 
2015. For time, location and directions contact the Outing Leader Don “Puck Puckett - water_watcher (at) yahoo 
(dot) com 

IFFF Gulf Coast Council Fly Fishing Fair - September 18th & 19th, 2015. Civic Center, Ocean Springs, MS. For 
more information, check the council’s website at http://www.gulfcoastfff.org/  

September Freshwater Outing – Sabine River, Saturday, September 26th, 2015, For time, location and directions 
contact the Outing Leader Don “Puck Puckett - water_watcher (at) yahoo (dot) com. 

http://www.spencercanoes.net/
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September TFF Monthly Meeting – Tuesday, September 29, 2015 at 6:30 pm. Featured Speaker - Capt. Scott 
Null. Community Center Building in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston, Texas 77074. 

October Saltwater Outing – The Redfish Rodeo, Rockport Bay, Texas, October 9th (Registration and Captains 
meeting) & 10th (Fishing and Awards), 2015. Come join us for our 29th Annual Red Fish Rodeo.  We are inviting 
fly fishers from all over Texas to participate. For time, location and directions contact the Outing Leader and event 
organizer, Michael Quigley - mfquigley (at) yahoo (dot) com 

October Freshwater Outing – Oktoberfisch Fly Fishing Festival, October 16-18, 2015. This event is held 
in Morgan Shady RV Park, Junction, Texas 76849. along the banks of the Llano River – For additional information, 
oktoberfisch@hotmail.com, www.fredericksburgflyfishers.org, Gene Smith at eight30-997-888one, Bruce Ward at 
83zero-45six-220one or, Don “Puck Puckett - water_watcher (at) yahoo (dot) com 

Hold my beer and watch this! Mid-Season Maintenance 
It’s that time of year, mid-way through the summer and you just got back from the family vacation. Now that you 
have that behind you, it’s time to get back to some serious fishing BUT, do you know what shape you left your 
gear? I mean, we all get home on Sunday evening, wash the boat, flush the engine and wipe it all dry before putting 
it up in the shed but, when it comes to our gear, sometimes it’s a quick rinse of the rod and reel, a quick wipe with a 
towel (probably the same one we just used to wipe down the boat) and then, stick it on the rack until the next trip. 
The same goes with your wading boots, rinse off, and stick ‘em on the fence, sole side up so they will drain and let 
Mother Nature handle the drying. Hang the gear bag and fly boxes on their traditional peg in the garage then, empty 
out the cooler, putting the drinks in the spare ‘fridge and leaving the cooler on a tilt to let the excess water drain. 
OK, all is ready for the next trip, right? Maybe not so fast.  

I think we are all pretty well conditioned that, when spring starts showing itself, we start getting all our gear in 
shape. It’s as natural of an act as the azaleas blooming out. Then, after a few nights of checking, cleaning and oiling 
reels, cleaning or replacing lines and double checking the supplies in our tackle bag, we are ready to take on the 
new season.  

That’s a good habit to get in to protect your investment but, how about taking the time to perform the same 
maintenance mid-season? “Hey, it was in good shape the last time I used it and that was only a couple of weeks 
ago” is a typical response. But, what about that big redfish that ran your line across that oyster bed in East Bay, did 
it damage my line or, how about when you bent over to grab that nice speckled trout and accidently dunked your 
reel? For your gear’s sake, maybe you ought to give it a little more consideration and care before putting it on the 
rack for any length of time.  

The following are a few tips you might consider performing to your gear for a mid-season tune up.  

Taking care of your reel 

Immediately after fishing (whenever possible), rinse the reel under the tap.  Remove the spool, shake off excess 
water and leave it to dry before reassembling. Take your time to carefully inspect the inner workings of your reel 
and, have some Q-Tips handy to get into those hard to get to places. 
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After a saltwater fishing trip, and before putting the reel away for a long period, perform an in-depth cleaning. 
Remove the fly line and backing and carefully scrub your spool with hot soapy water to remove salt crystals, rinse 
and dry with a clean cloth.  Apply new lubricate to moving parts. Also, apply a light coating of oil to the housing.   

Avoid dipping your reel in water as much as possible, especially salt water. And, by all means, try to keep from 
dropping your reel in sand! Sand grains are very hard and can scratch the inner housing, damage drag disks, ball 
bearings and the fly line.  

Keep your reel covers as clean and dry as possible when not on the reel. This is a spot that sand and saltwater look 
for to hide. When the rod is back in the rack and hidden under the gunnel, make sure the cover is put back on the 
reel to keep it protected. .  

Fly Lines: 

All you need here are two small wash tubs, a clean, soft and dry cloth, a mild detergent, some quality line dressing 
and, some warm water.  Fill one tub with warm, soapy water and the other with clean warm water. Gently hand-
wash your fly line in the soapy water then, thoroughly rinse the soap from the fly line in the clean water. After the 
line had been completely cleaned, gently wipe the fly line dry with the soft, clean dry cloth. Note - take an extra 
minute to closely inspect your fly line for damage or a small nick and, check your connections and knots for their 
condition. This could prevent a big problem down the road.  Then, apply some dressing to the fly line and let dry. 
Once the line has dried completely, re-spool it on the reel.  

Taking care of fly line should become a habit. Cleaned, dressed and stretched, it will shoot with ease and cast like 
new! 

Rods  

Note: Rod maintenance has nothing to do with rod breakage. Anglers will always find ways to break their rods. 

Check the rod for small scratches and nicks, these may cause rod breakage. Inspect the guides with a magnifying 
glass or slip a wad of cotton through them. Small scratches will hold some cotton… and also damage the line that 
goes through the ring. These guides should be replaced immediately. 

After a day on the water, wash the rod with warm soapy water and a soft sponge. An old tooth brush will remove 
the dirt from the guide rings and reel seat. And, apply a very light coating of fine oil on the reel seat. 
To avoid stuck ferrules, try rubbing some paraffin (or candle wax) on the male ferrules. 

Your fly box, tackle bag, wading shoes, etc.:  

When you’re sitting at the launch ramp is not the time to discover that you lost your last chartreuse and white 
Clouser Minnow, size 4. Check the condition and supply of your flies, fly boxes, leader and tippet material, 
sunscreen, fishing pliers, condition of the batteries in your headlamp and everything else in your tackle bag. What 
about your sunglasses you forgot on the breakfast table before you left Houston? Do you have your backup set? 
And, be sure to check the condition of your wading shoes. What shape are the soles, the zippers, laces or straps? 
Are there any holes or tears in the sides or tops? Check all of these as closely as you can and repair, or replace, as 
necessary. You’ll be glad that you did. 

http://www.examiner.com/x-38761-Binghamton-Fly-Fishing-Examiner~y2010m2d16-Preparing-for-spring-fly-fishing
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And, don’t forget 

Your Texas state fishing (and hunting) license and associated stamps expire on August 31st, 2015. However, the 
2015 – 2016 Texas Hunting and Fishing License go on sale August 15th, 2015 and are available for purchase almost 
everywhere, including online. If you are under 17 or over 65 years of age, special regulations apply to you. Check 
the TPWD website - http://tpwd.texas.gov/ - for additional information. Chris 

Outings Reports:  

Note: Most of what you will read here is true.  

July Freshwater Outing: White Oak Bayou, Harris County, Texas, July 11, 2015,  
Outing Leader: Mike Graham 

SWEET, SWEET, SWEET! We had an outstanding outing and, a BIG THANKS goes out to those that attended.  

I rolled into the meeting spot at 7:45 am and there was Terry, Eduardo, Doug and Daren drinking their coffee and 
discussing their preferred fly for the day. As I rolled up several others pulled in, they were Howard, Paul, and 
Travis.  As we were discussing where to go we saw another truck or two drive by loaded with kayaks, honking their 
horns in approval that this was our day to have a a blast on the White Oak Bayou. 

I got with the guys and asked where they wanted to go.  Those that had not been here 
before loaded into their vehicles and followed me to several hot spots along the 
bayou.  Once we got parked I said grab your rods and let's go. As soon as we walked 
over the ridge and looked into the bayou we knew this was going to be a good day. 
The water was clear and you could see fish cruising the shallows from fifty feet away.  
 Eduardo and Howard broke off to the right and Darin and I went left and it wasn't 
long till the first fish came to hand. 

This guy hit my tiny Clouser Minnow like a freight train. and I watch Darin as he went 
tight on a fish only to get the "See ya buddy" from his newly found...’er, lost friend!  
A few minutes later I caught another really small perch but if he was game so was I. 
We fished this spot for about an hour.  Couple more were landed but the two of us 
thought we could do better somewhere else.  We met up with Eduardo and Howard 
who had caught a few too but nothing to write home about. As we walked back to our 
trucks we wondered how the others were doing. 

Once in the truck with the AC blasting (remember it is summer) I drove to location X.  Swearing the guys to the 
secret hand shake and dismemberment it they told the location to any others, we headed down the bayou bank.  The 
water here was even clearer than up stream.  As I walked along the shore I looked at the edge of the water to see 
this. 

What in the heck is this?  It just stayed there and stared at us. It looked pre-historic to me.  Any guesses?  It wasn't a 
fly eater for sure.  I actually touched the thing with a fly and it didn't move.  No it wasn't dead but, when it did 
move it wasn't in a hurry either! 
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I saw Terry latch onto a good bass to my left and could hear it thrashing in the water 
trying to escape ...not today! Nice fish! 

Darin was getting to many refusals so I showed him what was working for me. He 
tied on his closest appearing fly and started to work the bank.  He is a new member 
but don't be fooled he can cast! I followed behind him so that he would get first shot 
at the fish but soon I was jerking a fish out of right where he was standing.  

Some days it's roses and others it's thorns. I showed him my presentation over the 
rocks using a jigging motion and suddenly there is a flash on my fly.  I set the hook 
and all of a sudden flying through the air up on the bank behind me is a 2-1/2" long 
bass.  I can’t ever remember catching this small of 
a bass.  But I did.  He took the picture so 
hopefully I get it posted soon. 

We met back at the store around noon.  After 
getting our drinks, each guy told his story 
and showed pictures of their fish.  By the way for 

the new guys if you email them to me I can get them posted here. We asked the 
guys who fished the ponds (Greg, Doug, Edgar, Travis, and Paul) how things 
went there? Travis noted the fishing was really off compared to his last time 
here when he caught a ship-load of bass.  The other guys did pretty good too.  
While sitting on his tailgate, Travis broke out some IPA beer and as usual the 
stories got longer and more detailed. Ha what a group we got here.  As I said to 
everyone at the last meeting....guys It's here for the taking all you have to do is 
come on down!  Great day for all of us smiles were a plenty. Golden 

Note: The fish in question was identified by Finn Maccumhail as a plecostomus or, an armored catfish. 

July Saltwater Outing: The Port O’Connor One Fly - July 25th, 2015  
Outing Leader: Michael Quigley 
Out(stand)ing Chefs: George Sutherland and John Purcell 

Saturday, over 30 souls ventured to Port O'Connor to try their luck tossing a single fly for the day in hopes of glory 
and bragging rights. 

The events started Friday evening with George Sutherland & crew preparing a shrimp boil which was wonderful! 
After a meal of shrimp, corn on the cob, potatoes, onions and sausage, washed down with one's choice of libation, 
we settled in for the night in anticipation of the next day. 

6:45 am and it's time to fish! Boats spread out over the POC area, with the more experienced boats helping those 
unfamiliar with the area. Yours truly managed to find a nice sandbar in Saluria Bayou to get hung up on, but a kind 
soul pulled us off. 

The sun was hot, the water was murky in places and the fish were moody as always. 
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Finally, after a hard day of fishing, the results came in. Scott Breedlove reported an impressive 134" of fish, which 
appeared to be the winner until just before the 5:30 deadline, when the crew of Martin Weir's boat appeared.  Their 
boat totaled 574.5"!!! Rookie Blake Greer was the winner with 205", Martin was second with 186.5 and Dick 
Pipkin placed 3rd with 183".  Wow!!  Mike Graham caught the largest Red (27") and trout (16") while I caught the 
only flounder (15"). 

Finally, we settled down to enjoy the paella feast that John (Pavon) Purcell and crew prepared. His paella has 
become an annual tradition with the POC1F and is worth attending the tournament just for a plate full of Heaven! 

Thanks to George, John & Golden and all their helpers for making this event one for the books. My only worry is 
how can we top this next year? I guess I have 12 months to figure that one out! 

Tight lines, calm winds and hungry fish! Wormdrowner 

Throw Backs – Some shots from the archives  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Have some shots you’d like to share? Send them in.  

 
 

Joe Deforke and a monster Mule Slough red 

Nicholas Lestrer and a Port O’Connor 
kingfish 
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Fly Of The Month: 

Hare-E 
By Don “Puck” Puckett 

 
 
Materials: 

Hook: Size 10-12 light wire dry fly hook (94833) 
Thread: Size 6/0 or 3/0 thread, black 
Eyes: Brass Bead-chain eyes 
Tail / Body: Black zonker strip 
Adhesive: CA glue 

Video link:  https://vimeo.com/96209405  

 
Tie in the bead chain eyes about ¼ inch back from the hook eye  



 

 
©2015 Texas Flyfishers - All Rights Reserved 13 

 
Tie in the zonker strip at the front of the eyes, and bind down to the end of the shank. 

 
Cut the skin of the zonker strip. Bring the thread back to the head and tie off. Add a drop of glue, 
and it’s done. Puck 

 

Until Next Month, Tight Loops! 
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For more information, go to the club’s website at www.texasflyfishers.org   

 


