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The Fly Tying Festival – Dr. Ed’s Legend carries on! 
 
In 1983, Dr. Ed Rizzolo joined the Texas FlyFishers Club. A couple of years after joining the club, Dr. Ed 
took over as the club's Education Director, a position he held for 12 years. Part of the duties of the 
Education Director is to oversee the Club's Fly Fishing Academy which was developed to teach all 
aspects of fly fishing to all levels of fly fishermen and fisherwomen, beginners to experts. A large portion 
of the Academy belongs to the fly tying classes, in which Dr. Ed became intimately involved. Dr. Ed took 
great pride in teaching these classes, passing along his knowledge and love for fly tying that he developed 
over the years.  
  
While Dr. Ed loved to teach fly tying, his greatest contribution to the club was to come with the advent of 
the club's annual Fly Tying Festival. On April 25, 1993, the club held its first festival and it has been an 
annual event every year since. The philosophy is simple invite a group of the area fly tyers to a one day 
event, give them a forum to demonstrate their talents and techniques at the vice to the general public and, 
feed them. Tyers of all skill levels and all disciplines came from all over, allowing the public to visit and 
learn about the art of fly tying.  
 
Held annually on the first Saturday in February, the Fly Tying Festival attracts upwards of 50 tyers that 
demonstrate the art of fly tying for upwards of eight straight hours. The event also features six, one hour 
classroom sessions that cover anything from clamping the hook in the vise, to how to tie the most ornate 
salmon fly, to why a fish might want to eat a piece of wire covered with chicken feathers and deer hair?. 
There is also a beginners tying table set up for those new to the art and curious about what all is involved 
in tying one up. While most of the participating tyers are not known beyond the local area, many of the 
country's most innovative fly designers and tiers, with names like Clouser, Borski, Gartside and Hughes, 
have also been part of this great event. And, at the center of the action was always Dr. Ed, fielding 
questions concerning the art of fly tying and fly fishing in general and always, making sure everyone 
having a good time. On February 7th, 2009, by proclamation, the Board of Directors of the Texas 
FlyFishers permanently changed the name of the festival to the Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival 
in honor of Dr. Ed's many contributions leading to the success of the festival and the growth of the Texas 
FlyFishers Club.  
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Sadly, on June 6th, 2013, we lost Dr. Ed, our good friend and fly fishing mentor. Out of respect for Dr. Ed 
and in keeping with his everlasting memory, the decision was made to carry on the tradition. So, on 
Saturday, February 7th, 2015, the Texas FlyFishers will host the 23rd Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying 
Festival at the Bethany Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer Road, Houston, Texas.  
 
Joining us at this year’s Festival will be Drew Chicone, fly creator and tyer and author of Feather Brain – 
Developing, Testing and Improving Saltwater Fly Patterns. Drew will be on hand to share some of the 
techniques outlined in his book as well as teaching us how to tie some of the unique patterns illustrated in 
this and his other books Snook Flies, Essential Bonefish Flies-Andros, Essential Permit Flies and his 
latest, Redfish Flies .To find out more about Drew, his books and some of his patterns, check out his 
website, SaltyFlyTying at www.saltyflytying.com 
 
So, whether you come to tie or just come to uncover the mystery of fly tying, this is the place to be. Come 
by yourself, bring a friend or bring the entire family. We look forward to having you as part of the 
greatest tying event in Texas.  
 

The 23rd Annual Dr. Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival 
Fly tying for everyone…expert, novice or the beginner 

This year’s special guest is Drew Chicone, author of 5 books including Feather Brain- Developing, 
Testing and Improving Saltwater Fly Patterns, fly designer, photographer, instructor, lecturer and 
materials expert,  

Also featuring many of the finest fly tyers from Texas and surrounding states. 

• Simultaneous fly tying demonstrations throughout the day. Learn how to tie that special cold, warm or 
saltwater pattern from the expert tyers on hand 

• Six, 1 Hour Classroom Demonstrations with closed circuit video for viewing tying techniques up close 

• Beginners Fly Tying Table – If you haven’t tied a fly before, well, here is your chance! 

• Drawing for Door Prizes 

When: Saturday, February 7th, 2015 from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

Where: Bethany Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer Rd., Houston, TX between Buffalo Speedway and 
Kirby Drive.  

Admission: Adults: $10.00 each; Family- $14.00, Seniors (62 & up): $8.00, Under 18: $5.00 

Lunch will be served and tickets can be purchased at the door.  

Directions: From the Southwest Freeway / US 59, go North on Kirby Drive approximately 7/10th mile to 
Westheimer Road. Turn Left on Westheimer and go approximately 3/10th mile and see the Bethany 
Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer Rd., will be on your left.  

For additional information about the Fly Tying, visit the club’s website at www.texasflyfishers.org
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Meet Drew Chicone: 

Drew Chicone is an Author, Award Winning Outdoor Writer, Fly Designer, IFTD Iron Fly Champion, 
Photographer, Lecturer, and Materials Expert whose passion for 
teaching the art of fly tying has inspired numerous how to articles and 
detailed instructional guides. He has lived and breathed the sport since 
he was tall enough to sit at the vise and his fly creations are both well-
known and in high demand among saltwater guides. Drew has been a 
FFF Certified Casting Instructor and commercial fly tier for many 
years. His patterns are sold in countless fly shops and have appeared in 
assorted publications and online articles including: Fly Fisherman 
Magazine, The Drake, Fly Fishing in Saltwaters Magazine, etc.  

Drew partnered with Stackpole books to publish his fifth book; Feather 
Brain - Developing, Testing & Improving Saltwater Fly Patterns. His 
other titles include Redfish Flies, Snook Flies, Essential Bonefish Flies 
– Andros, and Essential Permit Patterns. He is the winner of the 2014 
IFTD Iron Fly and the creator of www.saltyflytying.com.  Drew is a 
member of Outdoor Writers Association of America, the Puglisi Flies 
Pro Tying Team, Dyna-King Pro Tyer Team, Daiichi Pro Staff, Clear 
Cure Goo Pro Tyer Team, and an Ambassador for Nucanoe, as well as 

a Royalty Tyer for the Orvis Company. 

Drew is a popular speaker and frequently hosts destination 
schools/fishing adventures anywhere saltwater species can be found. For 
more info on Drew, his latest works and hosted trips, visit his website and 
blog at www.saltyflyting.com. For product reviews, tip, tricks and more, 
feel free to subscribe to the Monthly Newsletter “The Salty Fly Tying 
Chronicle” or join Salty Fly Tying on Facebook, Pinterest, or Instagram. 

Note: Drew will have copies of Feather Brain 
- Developing, Testing & Improving Saltwater 
Fly Patterns along with some of his other 
books available for sale at the 23rd Annual Dr. 
Ed Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival and, I’m sure 
he would be glad to sign it for you.  
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Happening This Month: 

February Monthly Meeting: 

The February meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 24th, 2015, kicking off at 6:30 pm and going 
until 8:45pm. Our speaker for February will be Jim Pepper.  Jim is an author of several books including 
Not Your Ordinary Fishing Stories. Jim comes highly recommended by John Purcell, who has several of 
his books and recommended Jim. Also, Don Puckett will be demonstrating his version of “The Green 
Weenie”, a productive fly that will come in handy for those heading out this winter for sheepshead. And, 
as always, the monthly meeting location is at the Community Center Building inside Bayland Park, 6400 
Bissonnet St., Houston, Texas 77074. 

Monthly Fly Tying: 

RESCHEDULED – The Katy Navy Fly Tying Group – Tuesday, February 3, 2015. In preparation for the 
February Saltwater Outing, the group will be tying the "Reverse” Green Weenie from Greg Berlocher's 
book Fly Patterns for the Texas Coast.  The group’s results, pictures and examples will be displayed at the 
January monthly meeting. Coming in March: The S1Bs (Sam’s One Bugs) and Puck's Yellow Spiders. 
For time, location and directions contact Don Puckett - water_watcher@yahoo.com 

Other Club Events This Month: 

Beginners Fly Tying Course – Ongoing - This Course meets on Monday evenings at 7:00pm and runs 
for nine consecutive weeks. This course will meet at the Bethany Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer, 
Houston, TX 77098. Frank Schlicht - Instructor.  

February Freshwater Outing – Mountain Forks River, Broken Bow, OK– Friday, February 13 – 
Sunday, February 15, 2015, Broken Bow, OK is about a 6 hour drive from Houston. This trip is an 
excellent opportunity for those new to freshwater fly fishing or, those wishing to hone their skills on some 
of the best nearby trout water. Note: You will have to travel to Broken Bow on or before Thursday night 
to participate in the full program. Lodging while in Broken Bow and all meals are to be provided by the 
participants. Information on lodging has been posted in the outing thread in the Freshwater Outings 
section on the Forum. The time not spent learning about the area and its "buggy" residents is open for 
fishing on your own. You may elect to arrive early and/or stay late to get in some extra time on the river.  
For this reason, experienced fly fisherman should also consider this trip. Outing Leader – TBD  

February Saltwater Outing – Annual Matagorda Prison Permit – Saturday, February 21, 2015, 
There’s been another prison break! Convicts have escaped and are on the loose throughout Matagorda 
Bay! Be on the lookout for escaped prison permits (Sheepshead). The marshal who catches the most of 
these striped fugitives will be rewarded with a lovely trophy to proudly show off until next year’s event! 
Meet up at the park boat ramp in Sargent, TX at 6:00 am - Mike Graham – Outing Leader. 
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From Last Month’s Meeting: 

 For those of you that enjoyed Steve Hollensed’s presentation at our January monthly meeting but might 
have missed the signup sheet to receive his newsletter (or to contact him), you can register on his web site 
at www.flywaterangling.com 

Also, thanks go out to James Sampsel and Brent White with Morrison's Rogue River Lodge, located in 
Merlin, Oregon, for stopping by and giving us a short presentation on the Lodge, the steelhead fishery and 
the art of two handed casting. For additional information on Morrison’s Rogue River Lodge, fishing for 
steelhead as well other activities on the Rogue, you can call at (800) 826-1963 or, log on to their website 
at www.morrisonsrogueriverlodge.com 

Non-Club Events This Month: 

Super Bowl XLIX - Sunday, February 1, 2015, University of Phoenix Stadium, Glendale, AZ, Coverage 
begins at 5:00 pm on NBC 

Troutfest 2015 Fly Fishing Exposition - February 20th -22nd, 2015, Banquet: Friday evening, Expo, 
Activities: Saturday & Sunday, Special guests: Pat Dorsey, Wanda Taylor, Kelly Galloup. Sponsored by 
Guadalupe River Trout Unlimited. Location: Rio Raft & Resort, 14130 River Road, New Braunfels, TX. 
For more event info, go to www.grtutroutfest.org. 

29th Annual Acadiana Fly Rodders Conclave - Saturday, February 28, 2015 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. 
Location: Grace Presbyterian Church, 518 Roselawn Blvd., Lafayette, LA 

Mark Your Calendars: 

Fly Fishing Academy - Begins on March 10, 2015 - Registration at 6:30 pm, with the first class starting 
immediately upon completion of registration. The class is limited to 24 students. There are five (5) 2-hour 
classroom sessions (held at the church), and four (4) 2-hour Saturday Morning casting classes (held at the 
Meyerland Plaza ponds, directions will be provided at the first class). The casting classes are on the 
Saturdays following the first four classroom classes, and are typically held from 9:00am to 11:00am. 
Location: Bethany Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer, Houston TX 77098. Frank Schlicht - Instructor.  

Intermediate Fly Tying - Begins on March 18, 2015 – Registration at 6:30pm with the first class starting 
immediately upon completion of registration. The class is limited to 24 students. Note: Students in the 
Beginners Fly Tying course have first-right-of-refusal for the seats in this class. Course length is ten (10) 
Monday evening sessions. This course is a continuation of the Beginners course, but goes into tying more 
complex types of flies. Location: Bethany Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer, Houston TX 77098. Frank 
Schlicht - Instructor. 
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TFF Monthly Meeting – Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 6:30 pm – Speaker: Capt. Steve Soule – Program 
TBD, Location: Community Center Building in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet St., Houston TX 77074. 

24th Annual "Red Stick Day" Fly Fishing Festival - Saturday, March 7, 2015 from 8:30am to 3:30pm - 
Sponsored by Red Stick Fly Fishers in conjunction with LDWF. Location: LDWF Waddill Outdoors 
Center 4141 N. Flannery Rd, Baton Rouge, LA. FREE admission. For additional information - 
http://rsff.blogspot.com 

Sowbug Roundup 2015 - March 26th – 28th, 2015, 9 am to 4 pm, Location: Baxter County Fairgrounds, 
Mountain Home, Arkansas. For more information contact North Arkansas Fly Fishers, P.O. Box 1213 
Mountain Home, AR 72654 or e-mail: sowbug@northarkansasflyfisher.org  

A note from the Editor: 

Correction: The January “Fly of the Month” the Mini-Hopper, was supplied to us by Ben Smith of the 
website “Arizona Wanderings” at http://azwanderings.com/. I apologize for the error and any 
inconvenience it may have caused. Chris 

Outings Reports: 

Freshwater Outing - Guadalupe One Fly – Saturday, January 17, 2015, Guadalupe River, Texas 

The Texas FlyFishers kicked off the Freshwater Outing season of 2015 with a bang, hosting the Annual 
Guadalupe One Fly. Fishing was slow, but the weather was gorgeous. GRTU stocked fish throughout the 
morning, but they were still in shock and not apt to bite. For the seven (?) intrepid anglers who made the 
long trek from Houston to New Braunfels, it was a good time fishing but, a hard time catching. 

While there were various reports of some fish actually being caught, the scuttlebutt is that most of them 
were made after a fly change and therefore not counting toward their total. When it was all over and the 
score cards tallied, Michael Quigley had the winning “stringer”, an 18" rainbow caught on a bead-head 
zebra nymph.  Also, Paul Akscyn caught two small fish but, on a fly different than the one fly he started 
with.  It hasn’t been verified but, rumor has it that Travis Rock also caught some scoring fish but didn’t 
make it to the “weigh in”. Congratulations to all these hearty anglers. 

Note: There were no photos of the winning catches turned in to the editor, leaving their actual existence 
and capture in doubt.  

Saltwater Outing to Chocolate Bayou has been postponed until May 30, 2015.  
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Fly Of The Month: 

The Tampa Bay Redfish Fly 
Tied By Drew Chicone, SaltyFlyTying.com 

 

Here's another one of my favorites that didn't make it into my latest book. I have seen this pattern around 
for many years, and clearly it was developed for Tampa Bay. I'm not sure who came up with this deadly 
pattern, but you need to have a few in your box. This shinny and effective redfish bug  can be seen at 
great distances, so it works great in dark or stained water. The Tampa Bay Redfish Fly is easy to tie and 
can be modified on the water to sink faster for deep grass.  Whip a few up and let me know what you 
think.  

Materials: 

Hook: #2 Gamakatsu B10S or similar saltwater hook 
Thread: Fl. Green Danville Flat Waxed Nylon 210 
Eyes: 5/32 Brass Dumbbell Eyes 
Body: Gold or Copper Flashabou Minnow Body (Mylar Tubing) 
Tail:  Chartreuse Extra Select Craft   
Hot Orange EP Streamer Brush Short Fivers 0.5" 
Barring:  Delta Brown Chartpak Marker 
Adhesive: Clear Cure Goo Hydro 
Misc: 30lb monofilament 
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Tying Instructions: 

 

Step 1: 
Start the thread at the eye of the hook and wrap back approximately 1/4” (20 wraps) leaving enough room 

to add the deer hair and weed guard . 
 

 
Step 2: 

Attach the dumbbell eyes with a series of figure eight wraps, making sure that the eyes are secure and will 
not spin. Apply a drop of head cement or zap-a-gap to lock Them in place. 

 

  
Step 3: 

Turn the hook over in the vise (hook point up) and Wrap the thread back to the bend of the hook and tie in 
the Kraft fur so it is pointing up at a 40 degree angle.
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Step 4: 

Bar the Craft Fur with a brown permanent marker. Double a single strand of gold Flashabou and tie it in 
at it’s middle. Place one half on each side of the hook and secure in place. Trim off the excess Flashabou 

so it is even with, or just slightly longer than the Craft Fur tail. 
 

 
Step 5: 

At the base of the Craft Fur tail, tie in the EP streamer brush.   
 

 
Step 6: 

Wind if forward 3-4 wraps to cover the butts of the Craft Fur bump. Tie off the streamer brush with 3-6 
wraps and work the wire back and forth until it breaks off. Clipping the wire with scissors or nail clippers 

will leave a sharp burr, and could potentially fray or cut your leader.
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Step 7: 

Cut a 1-1/2" piece of mylar tubing and tie it in at its middle with a series of figure eight wraps.  Advance 
your thread in front of the section. 

  

 
Step 8: 

Continue this process forward with as many sections of Mylar Tubing as needed to cover the shank of the 
hook. Since the fly will be trimmed in a leaf shape, slightly shorter sections of Mylar Tubing can be used 

as you progress to the dumbbell eyes. 
  

 
Step 9: 

Once your reach the dumbbell eyes, with your non dominate hand, pull all the sections of Mylar 
Tubing up and pinch them together. Line up your scissors from the eye of the hook to just underneath 

the point of the hook, and trim the Mylar Tubing being careful not to cut off the Flashabou or tail.
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Step 10: 

Advance the thread forward to the eye of the hook, and tie in your favorite style of weed-guard (single or 
double post). Whip finish and cut away the thread. Trim the monofilament weed guard even with the barb 

of the hook. 
  

 
Step 11: 

Apply a thin coat of Clear Cure Goo Hydro to the exposed thread wraps and cure the material to secure. 
  

  
 

Finished Tampa Bay Redfish Fly. 

Until Next Month, Tight Loops
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The Texas FlyFishers Executive Committee 

Marcos Enriquez John Purcell Bob Brill  
President Vice President / Programs Secretary / Membership 
 
Raymond Lindeen Jim Richards Dave Kelly 
Treasurer  Secretary Webmaster 
 
Corey Rich Mike Frankhoff Frank Schlicht  
Legal Conservation Chair Education Chair 

Mike Graham Don Puckett Mike Quigley   
Communications Chair Freshwater Outings Chair Saltwater Outings Chair 
 
Chris Sumers Skip and Mary Kay Donovan Alex Blacque 
Dr. Rizzolo Fly Tying Festival Auction Chairs Door Prizes 
 

For more information, go to the club’s website at www.texasflyfishers.org   

 


